PAPER 2

QUESTION TYPES:

1) Quote word/phrase/sentence

(NYJC 09)
From paragraph 2

“They have even debunked the cherished myth … that poverty is morally superior to wealth” (l.9–11). Identify the phrase which shows that the writer is critical of this myth. [1]

2) Attitude/Tone

a. (NYJC 09)
From paragraph 3 

From the examples of “public archives, town squares and village greens, playing fields, beaches” (l.24–25), what can you infer about the writer’s attitude towards the rich and why does he hold this view? [2]

b. (TJC 09)
The writer describes the media of Western democracies as behaving ‘with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave’ (line 27).

What does the analogy suggest about the writer’s attitude towards the media of Western democracies? [1]

c. (IJC 08)

Identify and explain the author’s attitude towards science through the use of the word “bewitching” (line 22). [2m]
d. (HCI 08)

From Paragraph 9

“(how could we ever solve the problem of world poverty without Bono and the obligatory rock concert, or free Tibet without Richard Gere?)” (lines 77 – 79)  What is the tone of the writer here and why does he adopt it? [2m]

3) Figurative Language

(also similes, metaphor, imagery, analogy)

(TJC 09)
The writer describes the media of Western democracies as behaving ‘with all the self-restraint of a sailor on shore leave’ (line 27). Explain the analogy used by the writer. [2]

4) Paradox/Irony/Contradiction/Contrast/Sarcasm/Hypocrisy

a. (TJC 09)

Explain the paradox of the modern Olympic movement (line 9). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

b. (IJC 08)

From paragraph 3

Explain the irony which the author points out in paragraph 3. Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]

5) Language-based

a. (NYJC 09)

From paragraph 3 

Why does the writer use the word “even” before the last two examples of “clouds and landing spaces on the moon” (l.25)? [2]

b. (IJC 08)

From Paragraph 1 
What does ‘blur’ (line 6) tell you about change in the 21st century? [2m]

c. (IJC 08)
From paragraph 2 

What does the author imply about the world when he includes the phrase ‘it has to be said’ (line 12)?  [1m]                                     

d. (HCI 08)
From paragraph 4
Why does the writer put the word ‘their’ in inverted commas in line 29? [1m]

6) Explain Quotation 
a. (HCI 08)
From Paragraph 2

Explain what Cornelius Tacitus meant when he said that “the desire for fame is the last infirmity cast off even by the wise” (line 6). Use your own words as far as possible. [1m]

b. (HCI 08)

From Paragraph 7

“…we live in a world where style triumphs over substance.” (lines 51-52)

What does the writer mean by this? Use your own words as far as possible. [1m]

c. (NYJC 09)
From paragraph 8

Explain what the writer means by “Unless we are brave enough to confront the notion that growth is good, the world will shop until it drops” (l.61–63). Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

7) Paraphrasing 

(TJC 09)

According to paragraph 1, what opportunities do the Games offer participating nations? Use your own words as far as possible. [4]

8) Vocab

a. (NYJC 09)
profound (Passage A, l. 17)

b. (NYJC 09)

gnaw (Passage B, l. 18)

c. (TJC 09)
intrigues (Passage A, line 20)

9) Summary
(NYJC 09)

What are the benefits that wealth can bring to society? Using material from paragraphs 3–6, summarise your answer in no more than 130 words. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]

10) AQ

a. (TJC 09)
Senn says that ‘politics are in fact an integral part of the Games’ (Passage A, line 16) while Pound argues that the Games ‘should be separate from political considerations’ (Passage B, lines 1-2)

What do you think of the involvement of politics in sports?

Explain your view by referring to some issues raised by both authors. You should also support your view with examples drawn from your own experiences and observations. [8]
b. (NYJC 09)

Monbiot believes that ‘there appears to be some evidence that wealth causes misery’ (l. 13–14) while Odone says that ‘the rich make our society infinitely better’ (l. 23). 

What is your view? Justify your answer by examining any two issues, one from each writer. Support your discussion with specific examples from your own experiences and observations. [7]
c. (IJC 08)
David Lloyd argues that scientific advancements and a hedonistic lifestyle have eroded our morals and values. How far do you think this is true of the world today?  [8m]
d. (HCI 08)

John Schumaker maintains that ‘celebrity culture’ is severely harming modern society.

How far do you agree with his arguments?

In your country, what effect is ‘celebrity culture’ having on your generation in particular? On balance, would you say that this influence is largely beneficial or detrimental?

Refer specifically to relevant material from the passage as well as your own experience and opinions in your answer.

e. (2004 ‘A’ level Cambridge)

Victoria Sherborne argues strongly in favour of choice, whereas Tim Parks has grave reservations about the benefits it is supposed to bring.

Do you regard the increased degree of choice available to you and your generation as broadly beneficial or harmful?

In your answer, develop some of the points made by the authors, and give your own views and some account of the experiences which have helped you to form them.

f. (2005 ‘A’ level Cambridge)

Having reviewed the apparent inevitability and compensating benefits of aggression in the past, Arthur Woolgar suggests some reasons why aggression may play a much reduced role in the future.

How convincing do you find these reasons, and do you consider the gains would outweigh the losses if aggression ceased to be a central feature of human behaviour?

g. (2008 ‘A’ level Cambridge)
Anna Banatvala  thinks an understanding of history is essential, whereas Lee Min Yen thinks history has no value. How important is an understanding of history for you and your society, and how far has your view been challenged or confirmed by these two passages?
