Exam Questions for Measure for Measure:
Open Qns:

International Papers:

1) ‘I partly think

A due sincerity governed his deeds

Till he did look on me.’

How ‘sincere’ do you find Angelo in Measure for Measure? 

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2007)

2) ‘…What’s open made to justice, That justice seizes.’

How ‘just’ do you find the play, Measure for Measure? 

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

3) ‘The old fantastical duke of dark corners.’

What is your view of the role and characterisation of the Duke in Measure for Measure?
(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2006)

Local Papers:

4) ‘Believe not that the dribbling dart of love

Can pierce a complete bosom.’ (The Duke, in Act 1 Scene 3)
Discuss the presentation of love in Measure for Measure with reference to this quotation.

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

5) ‘Lucio is punished for “Slandering a prince”, but he does not lose his place in the audience’s sympathies.’

Discuss the presentation and dramatic function of Lucio in Measure for Measure, in the light of this opinion.
(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

6) ‘The problem with Measure for Measure is that its ideals are as unpleasant as its crimes.’ How far do you agree?
(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2005)

7) Discuss the portrayal and dramatic significance of the low-life and sex-industry characters in Measure for Measure.

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2005)

8) ‘…the old fantastical Duke of dark corners…’ Give your own view of the role and characterization of the Duke in the light of this description.
(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2004)

9) Discuss Shakespeare’s exploration of sexuality in Measure for Measure.

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2004) 
Text-Based Qns:
International Papers:
10) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, commenting in particular on its dramatic importance in the play. [Extract taken from Act 3 scene 2 from ‘Lucio: What news, friar, of the Duke?’ to ‘Lucio: A very superficial, ignorant, unweighing fellow.’]

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2007)
11) With close attention to the language, tone and imagery, discuss what you learn about Angelo at this point in the play. [Extract taken from Act 2 scene 4 from ‘Angelo: When I would pray and think….’ to ‘Angelo: …yet he must die.’] 

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

12) What might be the thoughts and feelings of an audience as the following passage unfolds? [Extract taken from Act 2 Scene 1 from ‘Angelo: We must not make a scarecrow of the law…’ to ‘Angelo: How now, sir! What’s your name, and what’s the matter?’]

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2006)
Local Papers:

13) With close attention to language, tone and action, consider how effectively characters and themes of the play are developed in the following extract. [Extract taken from Act 4 scene 3 from ‘Abhorson: Tell him he must awake, and that quickly too.’ to ‘Duke: …whiles I / Persuade this rude wretch willingly to die.’]

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

14) With close attention to the language, imagery and action in this passage, discuss the presentation of Angelo at this point in the play. [Extract taken from Act 2 scene 2 from ‘Angelo: Why do you put these sayings upon me?’ to ‘Angelo: …Ever till now, / When men were fond, I smil’d and wond’red how.’]
(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2005)
15) With close attention to the imagery and dramatic action here, discuss the characterization of Claudio and Isabella at this point in the play. [Extract taken from Act 3 scene 1 from ‘Isabella: O, I do fear thee, Claudio…’ to ‘Claudio: Sweet sister, let me live.’]
(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2004)

Exam Questions for Gulliver’s Travels:

Open Qns:

International Papers:

1) Swift claimed ‘I do not hate mankind.’

To what extent does your reading of Gulliver’s Travels support this claim?

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2007)

2) Gulliver has been described as ‘a plain man telling a plain tale.’ How far does your reading of Gullivers’ Travels support this view? 

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

3) Write an essay on the ways in which Swift presents rulers and governments in Gulliver’s Travels.

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2006)

Local Papers:

4) Compare and contrast the presentation of th Brobdingnagians in Part II of Gulliver’s Travels with that of the Houyhnhnms in Part IV, suggesting how far in your view Swift invites the reader’s sympathy for either or both of these races. 

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2001)

5) A critic of Gulliver’s Travels wrote: ‘Are we to stand by and hear our nature libelled, and our purest affections beslimed, without a word of protest?’

How far do you sympathize with this reaction to Swift’s portrayal of human nature and feelings in Gulliver’s Travels?

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2000)

6) ‘A sustained attack, with the weapons of wit and reason, on the evils of injustice and oppression.’

How far do you consider this a fair summing-up of Gulliver’s Travels?

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 1999)

7) Discuss Swift’s expression in Gulliver’s Travels of a ‘hatred of war and the barbarism it lets loose’, suggesting what you think this adds to the effectiveness of his satire.

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 1998)

Text-Based Qns:

International Papers:

8) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, commenting in particular on Swift’s narrative methods. [Extract taken from Book 1 Chapter 5 from ‘I was alarmed at midnight with the cries of many hundred people at my door….’ to ‘….in the presence of her chief confidents could not forbear vowing revenge.’]

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2007)

9) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, relating its methods and concerns to Gulliver’s Travels as a whole. [Extract taken from Book 2 Chapter 6 from ‘Above all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary standing army…’ to ‘…that Nature ever suffered to crawl upon the surface of the earth.’] 

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Nov 2006)

10) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, relating it to Swift’s methods and concerns in Gulliver’s Travels as a whole. [Extract taken from Book 4 Chapter 10 from ‘I had the favour of being admitted to several Houyhnhnms….’ to ‘….and hear myself ridiculed on that account without the least mortification.’]

(GCE International ‘A’ lvl Jun 2006)

Local Papers:

11) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, suggesting, with appropriate reference to Part III of Gulliver’s Travels, how far you would agree that Swift’s satire is directed, not at women, but at the society in which they are compelled to live. [Extract taken from Book 3 Chapter 2 from ‘The women of the island have abundance of vivacity….’ to ‘….hath not been heard of since.’]

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2001)

12) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, relating it to Swift’s treatment of speculative thought in A Voyage to Laputa as a whole. [Extract taken from Book 3 Chapter 2 from ‘At my alighting I was surrounded by a crowd of people….’ to ‘…the shouts of the vulgar, whose thoughts and minds were more disengaged.’]

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 2000)

13) Write a critical appreciation of the following passage, commenting in particular on its ironies and what they contribute to your understanding of the role and function of Gulliver in A Voyage to the Houyhnhnms. [Extract taken from Book 4 Chapter 10 from ‘When all was ready, and the day came for my departure…….’ to ‘they would soon change their opinion.’]

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 1999) 

14) Examine the following passage from A Voyage to the Houyhnhnms, saying how far you consider it supports the view that ‘the Houyhnhnms may have all the reason, but the Yahoos have all the life’. [Extract taken from Book 4 Chapter 1 from ‘At last I beheld several animals in a field …’ to ‘…but was almost stifled with the filth, which fell about me on every side.’]

(GCE Local ‘A’ lvl Nov 1998)
BONUS:

(GCM ‘A’ lvl Year 2007)

Disclaimer: What follows is purely Shadow Buzz…..I take no responsibility for the outcome of your paper…..
Open Qns:

1) ‘Size Matters’. To what extent is this true of Gulliver’s travels to Lilliput and Brobdingnag?

2) ‘All utopias are flawed, but they are not flawed in the same way.’ Think about this statement in the light of Gulliver’s Travels. How far do you agree?

Other qns on Gulliver’s Travels could be along the line of:

-reason vs feelings

-comparison btw Brobdingnag and Houyhnhnmland
-comparison btw Lilliput and Brobdingnag

Qns on Measure for Measure could be on:
-Duke as puppet master

-the fate/status of women

-similarity/differences btw Angelo, Isabella, Duke

-see also sample qns on RJC website (URL:
Text-Based Qns:

-You can disregard passages that have come out before for the International papers

-Possible extracts may come from the start or end portion of each of each Gulliver’s voyages (end portions more impt, I feel)

-Extracts which have come out before in the Local papers may appear in the International paper

Potential Hotspots
Measure for Measure

- last scene Act 5 scene 1 last part (how fitting a closure do you think it is?)

-Duke soliloquy Act 3 scene 2

Gulliver’s Travels:

-chapter 12 of Book 4

-Book 4 attempted rape scene 
-Book 4 law (274)

-Book 4 war (270)

-relationship section of Houyhnhnms (i.e. friends, spouse, children)

Check out also the topic paginations you copied in class for Book 4….

