Pre-Conferencing Checklist for 

World Literature Assignment One
	Have You …..
	YES
	NO

	1)re-read the assessment criteria or descriptors for this assignment, to remind you what the examiner will be looking for? (see attached for the descriptors)
	
	

	2)selected a topic that you can really explore with interest, that is specific and relevant, and clear in the title?
	
	

	3)followed the structure of the formal literary essay? 

Your essay must have: 

(a) an introductory paragraph with a statement of intent or thesis, indicating the argument or direction to be taken 

(b) well-constructed paragraphs carrying the thread of that argument through with relevant “topic sentences” 

(c) a conclusion repeating your thesis and ending off with a comment
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	4)ensured that you are comparing the works, and that your essay is not just two mini-essays looking at, for instance images of oppression in this work, and then images of oppression in that work, without exploring their similarities and differences? List what you see as similar and different at your planning stage, and think about them comparatively at that point.
	
	

	5)ensured that your main ideas and points are carefully supported and illustrated with quotations or close reference to the text? An examiner writes: “Close analysis of aptly chosen quotations creates convincing argument.”
	
	

	6)ensured that your essay is an analysis rather than a description? Not “Here is violence in the text and here is violence and here is more violence” but “Moments of violence create different effects and are used for different purposes, for example...”
Examiner report: Many, many candidates simply re-narrate the events of the plays or novels, sprinkling their essays with ample quotations, seldom addressing any of the effects of context or style. Others simply provide a catalogue of similarities and differences in the two texts, with no address at all of why those features are significant. True, oppressed women are present in LWFC and ADH. What does it matter? How are they different in their presentation? What is the effect of the context? Where is the analysis? So often, paraphrase is offered in the guise of analysis. These are not book reports; they are intended to be exercises in “exploring the means used by different authors.”
	
	

	7)remembered to acknowledge all your sources consulted? Remember, plagiarism can cost you a diploma. Add footnotes and bibliography where relevant.
	
	

	8)double-checked that you are within the word limit? You will be penalized in section C of the criteria if you don’t respect this.
	
	

	9)proofread your script to eliminate unnecessary errors due to carelessness? Running a spell-check is NOT good enough. You need also to proofread manually to capture glitches not picked up by spell-check.
	
	

	10)re-read the sample world literature essays I handed out earlier, to have an idea of the overall ‘feel’ of what a good essay entails?
	
	


Your answer to all of these should be an unequivocal YES! In the event if there is a ‘NO’, you need to go back to edit your script as far as you can before we meet up.
Please bring this checklist, with your comments, to your conference with me and be prepared to discuss where you feel you have succeeded and where you have found difficulty.
World Literature Assignment Grading Criteria
A: Selection of the Aspect and its Treatment [0-5)
The achievement level for this criterion is determined primarily by the treatment of ideas, not the selection of the aspect.

How well has the candidate defined the aspect chosen?

How appropriate is the aspect chosen to the assignment?

How well has the aspect chosen been explored in relation to the assignment?

To what extent has the candidate expressed a relevant personal response?
Achievement Level

0 The candidate has not reached level 1.

1 Little attempt to define the aspect chosen; the treatment of ideas is generally inappropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen is generally not appropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen has little focus

· the treatment of ideas is generally not relevant to the aspect chosen or

the assignment consists mainly of paraphrase.

2 Attempt to define the aspect chosen; the treatment of ideas is to some extent appropriate

· the aspect chosen is to some extent appropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen has focus, but it is too wide

· the treatment of ideas is sometimes not relevant to the aspect chosen or

· the assignment consists in part of paraphrase.

3 The aspect is defined and followed by a generally appropriate treatment of ideas

· the aspect chosen is appropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen has a specific and generally relevant focus

· the treatment of ideas is relevant to the aspect chosen, and includes a personal response to the work(s).

4 Clearly defined aspect followed by an appropriate treatment of ideas

· the aspect chosen is appropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen has a specific and relevant focus

· the ideas show independence of thought and their treatment is relevant to the aspect chosen.

5 Clearly defined aspect followed by a highly appropriate treatment of ideas

· the aspect chosen is highly appropriate to the assignment

· the aspect chosen has a specific and relevant focus

· the ideas show independence of thought and their treatment is highly relevant to the aspect chosen.
B: Knowledge and Understanding of Work(s) [0-5]
How well does the candidate know the work(s) studied?

How much understanding has the candidate shown of the work(s) studied in relation to the assignment?

To what extent does the candidate appreciate the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where appropriate?
Achievement

Level

0 The candidate has not reached level 1.

1 Little understanding of the work(s) studied

· knowledge but little understanding of the aspects of the work(s) most relevant to the

assignment

· a few links between works, where appropriate

· little appreciation of the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where appropriate.
2 Some understanding of the work(s) studied

· knowledge and some understanding of the aspects of the work(s) most relevant to the

assignment

· a link between the works, where appropriate

· some appreciation of the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where appropriate.

3 Adequate understanding of the work(s) studied

· knowledge and satisfactory understanding of the aspects of the work(s) most relevant

to the assignment

· meaningful linking of works, where appropriate

· appreciation of the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where appropriate.

4 Good understanding of the work(s) studied

· detailed knowledge of, and good insight into, the aspects of the work(s) most relevant

to the assignment

· clear and meaningful linking of works, where appropriate

· good appreciation of the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where appropriate.

5 Excellent understanding of the work(s) studied

· in-depth knowledge of, and very good insight into, the aspects of the work(s) most

relevant to the assignment

· meaningful and perceptive linking of works, where appropriate

· excellent appreciation of the cultural setting relevant to the assignment, where

appropriate.
C: Presentation [0-5]
Levels 3-5 are awarded only to candidates who have remained within the prescribed word-limit.

How effectively has the candidate presented the assignment?

How precise and relevant are the candidate’s references?

How detailed and meaningful is the statement of intent provided, where appropriate?

Has the candidate remained within the prescribed word-limit?
Achievement

Level

0 The candidate has not reached level 1.

1 The formal structure and/or development of ideas are generally not effective

· little evidence of a structure to the assignment selected

· a few references to the work(s), but they are generally not pertinent to the assignment

· where appropriate, the statement of intent provides few details about the aims of the

assignment.

2 The formal structure and/or development of ideas are to some extent effective

· evidence of a structure to the assignment

· references are occasionally to the point

· where appropriate, the statement of intent includes a few details about the aims of

the assignment.

3 The formal structure and/or development of ideas are effective

· adequate structure to the assignment

· references are generally to the point

· where appropriate, the presentation of aims in the statement of intent is generally

clear and includes some details

· the candidate has remained within the prescribed word-limit.

4 The formal structure and/or development of ideas are very effective

· clear and logical structure to the assignment

· precise and pertinent references to the work(s)

· where appropriate, the statement of intent is clear, detailed and relevant

· the candidate has remained within the prescribed word-limit.
5 The formal structure and/or development of ideas are highly effective

· purposeful and effective structure to the assignment

· precise and highly pertinent references to the work(s)

· where appropriate, the statement of intent is clear, detailed and highly relevant

· the candidate has remained within the prescribed word-limit.
D: Language [0-5]
How clear is the candidate’s written expression?

How well has the candidate observed the conventions of written work?

(The conventions of written work relate to elements such as paragraphing, grammar, spelling, citation of references.)

How appropriate is the register selected by the candidate for the particular assignment?

(Register refers, in this context, to the candidate’s sensitivity to elements such as the vocabulary, tone, sentence structure and idiom appropriate to the task.)
Achievement

Level

0 The candidate has not reached level 1.

1 Little use of appropriate language

· generally inappropriate register for the assignment selected

· frequent lapses in the conventions of written work.

2 Some use of appropriate language

· generally appropriate register for the assignment selected

· some lapses in the conventions of written work

· some consistency or clarity of expression.

3 Adequate use of appropriate language

· appropriate register for the assignment selected

· the conventions of written work are generally followed

· consistency and some clarity of expression.

4 Good use of appropriate language

· the register is effective and appropriate for the assignment selected

· the conventions of written work are closely followed

· clarity, consistency and general fluency of expression.

5 Excellent use of appropriate language

· the register is highly effective and appropriate for the assignment selected

· careful attention is given to the conventions of written work

· clarity, consistency and fluency of style
