CJC 2008 G.P. JC2 PRELIMINARY EXAMS PAPER 2, Compre, “Pancake People”
MARKS SCHEME & SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS


From Passage A:

1. In what way is the pancake phenomenon created? (line 6) Use your own words as far as possible.










[2] 




Marks Breakdown: 2 distinct components

	From the Passage:-
	Paraphrased:- 

	(lines 6-7) 

What creates the pancake phenomenon is our access to other people, … 

Note: 

acceptable lift: ‘other people’ (
UNACCEPTABLE lift: 

‘access / accessing / accessibility’’ (
… and the corresponding dissolution of our perception of knowledge as an individual's acquisition. 

Note: 

acceptable lift(s): 

· ‘knowledge’ (
· ‘individual’ ( 


	First [1] for:

The pancake phenomenon is formed / established by means of our connections / links / ease of (human) networking / reach / interconnectedness with / [1] to other people / the rest of society / the rest of the community …  
or entering into other people’s lives. [1] 

Note: 

‘our relations to / relationship with / interaction with / dealings with’  

NOT the same as ‘connections / links’ 

( [½]   
contact other people ( [½]   
Second [1] for:

… and the accompanying disappearance * / erasure / existence for no longer of our view / perspective of knowledge as solely attained by one person / through each person’s capability [1] 

* breakdown / disintegration / eradication ( 0 




2. In paragraph 3, what is the similarity in human achievements between the original Renaissance and the modern renaissance, in each of the following pairs of examples? 
[3]
i) painting vs. holography

ii) circumnavigating the globe vs. orbiting in space
iii) printing press vs. the Internet 

Marks Breakdown: 3 distinct components

	From the Passage:-
	Paraphrased:- 

	(lines 16-17) 

Where the Renaissance brought us perspective painting, the current one brings virtual reality and holography. 

(lines 17-18) 

The Renaissance saw humanity circumnavigating the globe; in our own era we've learned to orbit it from space. 

(lines 19-20) 

Our printing press is now the Internet, our equivalent of the sonnet is the hypertext. 


	First [1] for 1st pair:

Both painting and holography allow artistic expression / artistry / creativity / creative expression / expression of our imagination / imagination. [1] 
Note:-

- Both serve as a medium of expression / form of expression ( [½] 

Second [1]  for 2nd pair:

Both circumnavigating the globe and orbiting in space involve a spirit of adventure and/or exploration / equal opportunities for adventure and/or exploration / venturing into uncharted waters. [1] 
Note:-

- ‘see the world / travel’ WITHOUT conveying sense of adventure or exploration ( [½] 

Last [1] for last pair:

Both the printing press and the Internet enable (rapid) proliferation / (rapid) explosion / rapid dissemination of knowledge. [1] 
Note:-

- merely ‘dissemination / transmission of knowledge’ (WITHOUT mentioning ‘rapid’) 

( [½] 




3. “Web sites live not by their own strength but the strength of their links” (lines 23-24). Explain the difference in the two uses of the word strength in this sentence.   
[1] 

Marks Breakdown: 2 distinct ½ mark components
	First occurrence of ‘strength’ (i.e. ‘strength’ of Web sites) 

( signifies merit / value / quality / usefulness of Internet Web sites                    [½] 

Note:- appeal / attractiveness / power of content ( 0 

           competence / ability ( 0 {because Web sites are inanimate by nature}  
BUT 

Second occurrence of ‘strength’ (i.e. ‘strength’ of sites’ links) 

( signifies intricacy of connection, or intensity of connection, of the Web sites’ links, or hyperlinks, to all other sites                                                                                       [½] 

Note:-

interconnectedness among links ( 0 

number of people visiting/using the Website(s) ( 0 
number of hits registered by the Website(s)( 0 

[Do note that the stress here is on Quality, NOT Quantity, of the websites’ connections!] 




4. What are the social benefits of the renaissance in the modern age? 

[2] 

Marks Breakdown: 3 distinct components
	From the Passage:-
	Suitably Paraphrased:- 

	(line 26) 

…new models for both collaboration and progress have emerged… 
(lines 27-28) 

…ones that obviate the need for competition between individuals, and instead value the power of collectivism. …   

(line 28) 

…Anyone and everyone is invited to make improvements and additions … 

Note: 

acceptable lift(s): 

· ‘anyone’ (
· ‘everyone’ (
	First [1] for:

Firstly,  

novel systems that encourage both co-operation [½] and advancement / making (things) better / development [½] have appeared / resulted.  

Next [½] for:

These systems prioritise the advantages/benefits of group goals and efforts OVER personal rivalry [½].  

Last [½] for:

They also comprise an open system that encourages individual contributions [½] for the benefit of society as a whole. 



From Passage B:

5. What is the writer’s intention in citing the examples of the scuba diver and the guy on a jet ski, in lines 8 and 9? 






   
[2] 

Marks Breakdown: 3 distinct components

	From the Passage:-
	Paraphrased:- 

	(lines 7-8) 

My mind now expects to take in information the way the Net distributes it: in a swiftly moving stream of particles. 
	First [1] for:

This is to emphasise / demonstrate the change in pace of processing of information by individuals… [1] 

Next [½] for:

… from one with depth / critical thought / deep thinking, [½] as exemplified by the scuba diver going down into the sea…   

Last [½] for:

… to one with superficiality in reading / involving scanning / involving skimming, [½] as exemplified by the Jet Skier just skimming on the surface of the water. 

Note:- 

* Identification of metaphors WITHOUT explaining the metaphors ( 0 
* Answer must focus on depth of understanding!

  

	(line 8)

Once I was a scuba diver in the sea of words. 


	

	(lines 8-9) 

Now I zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet Ski. 


	


6. Why does the writer use ‘almost’ in lines 12-13? 



   
[2] 

Marks Breakdown: 2 distinct components
	(lines 10-15) 

Users are not reading online in the traditional sense; Indeed there are signs that new forms of “reading” are emerging as users “power browse” horizontally through titles, contents pages and abstracts going for quick wins. It almost seems that they go online to avoid reading in the traditional sense. Thanks to the ubiquity of text on the Internet, not to mention the popularity of text-messaging on cell phones, we may well be reading more today than we did in the 1970s or 1980s, when television was our medium of choice. But it’s a different kind of reading… 

Acceptable Lifts:- 

· ‘text(s)’ (
· ‘read more’ (
	First [1] for:

The word ‘almost’ is used to imply that, while it appears that we go on the Net to obtain information quickly in order NOT to wade through printed material, … [1] 

Next [1] for:

… we are actually processing / encountering  more texts today than in the past. [1]  

Note:- 

Mere mention of irony WITHOUT explaining the irony ( [½]  



7. “We are not only what we read, we are how we read.” (lines 16-17) Why does the author italicize ‘what’ and ‘how’? 







[2] 

Marks Breakdown: 4 distinct [½] components

	From the Passage:-
	Paraphrased:- 

	(lines 16-17) 

…perhaps even a new sense of the self. We are not only what we read, we are how we read.

Unacceptable Lift:-

‘(the) self’ (

	First [1] for:

The author does so, in order to …

imply that our intelligence / identity / personhood / character / what defines us / what defines who we are / who we are … [1] 

Next [½] for:

… is determined by the content of the books / substance of the materials / kind of books / kind of texts / selection of material selected for our reading [½] … 

Last [½] for:

… and also the method or manner of reading / the reading strategies / reading techniques / mode of processing the content or information. [½]  

Note:-

‘the way we read’ ( [½] 




Paragraphs 3 & 4, Passage B  

8.  What are the causes that result in the creation of the ‘pancake people’? What are the effects of the Internet on the ‘pancake people’? 

Using the material in paragraphs 3 and 4, write your summary in no more than 120 words not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. 










[8] 

One cause that results in the creation of the ‘pancake people’ is … 
	Lifted:-


	Rephrased:-



	PARAGRAPH 3: what the causes of the creation of the ‘pancake people’ are



	1) When the Net absorbs a medium, that medium is re-created in the Net’s image. (line 23) 

acceptable lift: ‘medium’ (
	1) … the Internet having taken over / assimilated / merged / integrated [½] various media and digital technology now being the dominant medium. [½]



	2) It injects the medium’s content with hyperlinks, blinking ads, and other digital gewgaws, and it surrounds the content with the content of all the other media it has absorbed. (lines 23-25) 

	2) The Internet also has too many images. [1] 

 

	PARAGRAPH 4: what the effects of the Internet on the ‘pancake people’ are 



	3) The Internet scatters our attention and diffuses our concentration. (line 27)

	3) We lose focus [1] on the key information as a result, 

	4) … the Internet is subsuming most of our other intellectual technologies. (line 29) 

(& also) 
… the intellectual vibrations those words set off within our own minds. (line 32)

	4a) … as the Internet does not stimulate our thinking, [1] 


	INFERRED from (4)

 
	4b) … and we become over-reliant / over-dependent on the Internet, [1] 


	5) The kind of deep reading that a sequence of printed pages promotes is valuable … (lines 30-31)


	5) … and lose the ability to read printed material / books in depth. [1]

	6) In the quiet spaces opened up by the sustained, undistracted reading of a book, or by any other act of contemplation, … (lines 32-34)


	6) Our ability to think reflectively is impaired, [1] 

	Lifted:-


	Rephrased:-



	PARAGRAPH 4: what the effects of the Internet on the ‘pancake people’ are 



	7) … for that matter, we make our own associations, draw our own inferences and analogies, … (lines 34-35) 


	7) … and the Internet does not help us develop critical thinking skills / make us form our own independent opinion, ... [1] 



	8) .. and foster our own ideas. (line 35) 


	8) … nor allow us to hone our skills of creative thinking / imaginative thinking / ‘out-of-the-box’ thinking / innovative thinking. [1] 



	9) … deep thinking. … (line 36) 
	9) Profundity of thought / sophistication of thought / complexity of thought / Rigorous thinking / higher order thinking [1] would not be practised. 



	10) … we will sacrifice something important not only in our selves but in our culture.  (lines 36-37)


	10) The intellectual heritage of society will be impoverished / forgone / lost, and … [1] 

	11) … we risk turning into ‘pancake people’ - spread wide and thin … (lines 38-39) 


	11) … we may become superficial and shallow as a consequence. [1] 


	
	


Note that a maximum of 8 marks will be awarded out of 8 marks, from the range of the 11 possible answer points tabulated above. 

From Passages A and B:

9. Give the meaning of the following words as they are used in the passage. You may write your answer in one word or a short phrase. 



     

[5] 

Marks Breakdown: 

· for each Vocab item, a full 1-mark, ½-mark or 0-mark to be awarded

	Item:-
	1 mark 
	½ mark
	0 mark 

	take

(passage A, 

line 12)

{Word Class:- 

Singular Noun} 


	view / perspective / opinion / interpretation / 


	
	sense / understanding / 

meaning / 

stand / stance / 

perception / 


	arsenal

(passage A, 

line 13)

{Word Class:- 

Singular Noun} 


	resource bank / 

collection of strategies / 

collection of methods / 

(resource) pool /


	huge reserve / collection / 

	storehouse / 

anthology / 

reserve / 
array / 

list / inventory / 

large list / huge inventory / 



	equivalent

(passage A, 

line 20)

{Word Class:- 

Singular Noun} 


	state of having the same qualities / 

same type / 

same status / 
 
	parallel / 

similar type / 
similarity / 

similarly / 

akin to / 


	equal 

(UNACCEPTABLE because same root as ‘equivalent’!!) / 

answer to / 

epitome / 

substitute / 

same level / 

same form / 
counterpart / 



	duly

(passage B, 

line 4)

{Word Class:- 

Adverbial}


	as expected / 

accordingly /


	
	justifiably / 

appropriately / 

deservingly / 

rightfully / 

justly / 

aptly / 

faithfully / 


	disengaged

(passage B, 

line 22)

{Word Class:- 

Passive Verb,

Past Participle form}


	not activated / 

not used / 

not utilised / 

untapped / 


	
	untouched / 

underutilised / 

dissociated / 

divorced / 

detached / 

unconnected / 
not present / 

not involved / 

not focused / 

inert / inactive / 


10. 
AQ: 

Passage A’s author emphasizes that the pancake phenomenon has positive effects on society, whereas Passage B’s author views the pancake phenomenon in a negative light. 

Do you regard the pancake phenomenon to be broadly beneficial or harmful to you and your generation? 
( R

Justify your views with reference to the points made by the authors and your experience. 

[8]
	Passage A
	Application to candidate and his/her generation today:-
(i.e. younger generation / youths today) 



	Having access to data through our network-enabled communities gives us an entirely more living flow of information that is appropriate to the ever changing circumstances surrounding us. (Para 1) 

	( This could be beneficial to their studies, and help them keep up with the knowledge explosion / coping with change / current affairs / information acquisition  

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Info overload arises / Inability to sift information arises 



	What creates the pancake phenomenon is our access to other people.  (Para 1)


	( Helps them make friends and socialize, and partake of greater social networks 

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Superficial friendships, Network predators, Date rapes  



	More opportunities for creativity, research and exploration (captured in Para 2 & 3)


	( Youths can leverage these opportunities to become more entrepreneurial and resourceful, and venture into cyberspace explorations, e.g. setting up online businesses, creative blogs, assuming online identities, taking on avatars (e.g. “Second Life”),  

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Triggers mind- numbing effects of Internet as raised in Passage B 



	Our renaissance values the power of collectivism (Para 5); and/or 
Promotion of the spirit of collaboration over individual competition (Para 5 & 6) 

	( Youths could Indulge in a great deal of sharing and also leveraging the resources, 

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Youths still remain competitive and selfish, and possibly become narcissistic too



	We are all parts of a multitude of overlapping groups with often paradoxically contradictory priorities. (Para 6) 

	Cultivate a sense of belonging to various social groups in various domains,  

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Contributes to shallow, peripheral, transient and possibly quite meaningless relationships 

	Passage A
	Application to candidate and his/her generation today:-
(i.e. younger generation / youths today) 



	We can contend with having more than one perspective at a time. We needn’t force them to compete for authority in our hearts and minds – we can hold them all, provisionally. Our capacity to contend with multiple dimensions is increased. (Para 6)


	( Youths become more cosmopolitan by nature 

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Youths may lack the maturity to adopt multiple perspectives 

	Passage B
	Application to candidate and his/her generation today:-
(i.e. younger generation / youths today) 



	Positive facets of Internet:- 
Could provide immediate access to rich store of information and perfect recall (as could be captured in Para 1, Passage B, lines 2 to 5) 
Negative facets of Internet:- 
The Net seems to be eroding individuals’ capacity for concentration and contemplation (Para 1, Passage B, lines 6 to 7). 

	( Youths could harness the vast potential offered by the Net, and make constructive uses of the Net’s resources. 

Possible Counter-argument:-

( Youths could get too over-reliant and over-dependent on the Net, possibly construing it as even the ‘ultimate guru’ and not questioning the credibility and reliability of the information therein. 


	We may well be reading more today than we did in the 1970s or 80s but it is a different kind of reading … (Para 2) 

Our capacity for the kind of deep reading gets weakened … (Para 2) 

We tend to become “mere decoders of information” … and “unable to make the rich mental connections that form when we read deeply and without distraction” (Para 2)

We may lose “the intellectual vibrations those words set off within our minds” that deep reading gives us … We may lose the ability to contemplate (Para 6)


	( Youths tend to lose focus and get easily distracted
( May also lose essence of each disparate piece of information, reducing the value of the message & losing important content as a result 
( Youths’ ability to think critically may become adversely affected 



	We tend to focus more on “immediacy” and “efficiency”, and prioritise these over all else (Para 2) 

	( Youths may forgo and sacrifice slow, careful, deliberate reasoning and healthy mental reflection for speedy and brisk yet superficial and shallow task completion 

	We may become more factual than interpretative {Inferred} 

	( This could adversely affect academic development 



	Passage B
	Application to candidate and his/her generation today:-
(i.e. younger generation / youths today) 



	The Internet “scatters our attention and diffuses our concentration”, and becomes “our map, our printing press” etc. “Indeed, the internet is subsuming most of our other intellectual technologies”.  (Para 3)


	( The Internet is fast becoming the dominant factor in our lives


	We may lose our creativity which comes from “deep reading” (Para 4)


	( The vast resources of the Internet may not actually afford us the chance or immediately identifiable avenues to hone our creative thinking abilities



	We could sustain a great loss of our “inner repertory of dense cultural inheritance” (Para 4)


	( This may not be true, though, of youths, who may claim that this ‘New Media Culture’ is youth-friendly and actually well tailored to their many needs, from their perspective  

	
	

	
	


Additional points that candidates may raise in their AQ answers …

· Youths resort to taking ‘shortcuts’ and the ‘easiest way out’, now made even easier because of the Internet and the ‘New Media Culture’; 

· Youths would more readily seek out avenues of ‘instant online gratification’;

· Youths ‘Wiki’-ing for knowledge, information and resources becoming the norm;

· Youths, in this contemporary ‘Netizen’ era, may adopt ‘Netspeak’ and the English of online-mediated communication which may not be academic, elegant and grammatical after all; 

· Youths could take the Internet to be very progressive, thereby sparking the birth of a ‘techno’-world generation

~ Rough Marking Guide~  

Marks will be awarded as follows:- 
7-8 ( A band

4-6 ( B band 

1-3 ( C band 

4 out of 8 marks, i.e. Band B  

- 2-3 issues raised 

- about 6 points from the two passages + some Evaluation + supporting illustrations from candidate’s own experience 

~ END of Marks Scheme & Suggested Solutions ~ 
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