
Lit Circle One Your Name

1.  Can you tell whether someone is black or white by 
looking at them?  Does it even matter today?  Explain.

2.  Tony passes for white (well Italian) in LOCL although 
most at that time would consider him black. Is he selling out 
his black mom by choosing to do this?  Explain.

3.  What about his choice to accept a business award from 
an all-white group? Is that selling out?

4.  In 2000, the U.S. Census began allowing people of mixed 
race to choose more than one box to describe

their racial makeup. Dave, a math professor, struggled for years over what box to check on government
forms and applications. His father is Chinese. His mother is white. Picking just one box on a form, Dave
says, meant choosing one race over another — and that meant denying part of his ancestry. But checking
“other” as an alternative choice was also unsatisfying, he says. What are your group’s thoughts
about choosing a racial category?  How do you feel when you have to fill in the “race” box on tests?

5.  To be considered black in the United States not even half of one’s ancestry must be African black. But will 
one-fourth do, or one-eighth, or less? The nation’s answer to the question ‘Who is black?” has long been that a 
black is any person with any known African black ancestry. This definition reflects the long experience with 
slavery and later with Jim Crow segregation. In the South it became known as the “one-drop rule,’’ meaning that 
a single drop of “black blood” makes a person a black.  How does your group feel about who is considered 
black?  If someone has a black mom and a white dad why would they not say I am white?  Or could they?  
Could they say I am white and I am black?  Or are Americans just too caught up with white and black labels?


