
Literary Circle
1.  Janie learned what it felt like to be jealous. A little chunky girl took to picking a play out of Tea Cake in 
the fields and in the quarters. If he said anything at all, she’d take the opposite side and hit him or shove 
him and run away to make him chase her. Janie knew what she was up to – luring him away from the 
crowd. It kept up for two or three weeks with Nunkie getting bolder all the time. She’d hit Tea Cake play-
fully and the minute he so much as tapped her with his finger she’d fall against him or fall on the ground 
and have to be picked up. She’d be almost helpless. It took a good deal of handling to set her on her feet 
again. And another thing, Tea Cake didn’t seem to be able to fend her off as promptly as Janie thought he 
ought to. She began to be snappish a little. A little seed of fear was growing into a tree.  What is going on 
here?  Is this cheating?  Explain.

2.  Does this kind of put her two previous marriages into perspective; maybe both Logan and Joe truly 
loved Janie as much as Janie now loves Tea Cake.  Is jealousy equated with love?

3.  He [Sop-de-Bottom] waved his hand towards the cane field and hurried away. Janie never thought at 
all. She just acted on feelings. She rushed into the cane and about the fifth row down she found Tea Cake 
and Nunkie struggling. She was on them before either knew.

“Whut’s de matter heah?” Janie asked in a cold rage. They sprang apart.

“Nothin’,” Tea Cake told her, standing shame-faced.

“Well, whut you doin’ in heah? How come you ain’t out dere wid de rest?”

“She grabbed mah workin’ tickets outa mah shirt pocket and Ah run tuh git ‘em back,” Tea Cake explained, 
showing the tickets, considerably mauled about in the struggle.
Is Janie’s jealousy here at least somewhat justified because Tea Cake is indeed messing around with 
Nunkie more than is socially acceptable for a married man?

4.  Janie made a move to seize Nunkie but the girl fled. So she took out behind her over the humped-up 
cane rows. But Nunkie did not mean to be caught. So Janie went on home. The sight of the fields and the 
other happy people was too much for her that day. She walked slowly and thoughtfully to the quarters. 
It wasn’t long before Tea Cake found her there and tried to talk. She cut him short with a blow and they 
fought from one room to the other, Janie trying to beat him, and Tea Cake kept holding her wrists and 
whatever he could to keep her from going too far.  This is the first time readers have seen Janie so in-
tensely emotional that words will not come and she expresses herself physically instead.  Explain

5.  T h e y  f o u g h t  o n . “You done hurt mah heart, now you come wid uh lie tuh bruise mah ears!Turn go 
mah hands!” Janie seethed. But Tea Cake never let go. They wrestled on until they were doped with their 
own fumes and emanations; till he hurled her to the floor and held her there melting her resistance with 
the heat of his body; kissed her until they fell asleep in sweet exhaustion. Summarize



6.  The next morning Janie asked like a woman, “You still love ole Nunkie?”

“Naw, never did, and you know it too. Ah didn’t want her.”

“Yeah, you did.” She didn’t say this because she believed it. She wanted to hear his denial. She 
had to crow over the fallen Nunkie. 

Is Janie being petty?  Is she secure in her knowledge of Tea Cake’s love and devotion to 
her?  

AND THIS!  
7.  A great deal of the old crowd were back. But there were lots of new ones too. Some of these
men made passes at Janie, and women who didn t know took out after Tea Cake. Didn t take 
them long to be put right, however. Still and all, jealousies arose now and then on both sides.  
Explain

8. When Mrs. Turner s brother came and she brought him over to be introduced, Tea Cake had 
a ’brainstorm. Before the week was over he had whipped Janie. Not because her behavior jus-
tified his jealousy, but it relieved that awful fear inside him. Being able to whip her reassured 
him in possession. No brutal beating at all. He just slapped her around a bit to show he was boss.  
WTH!  What do you all think of Tea Cake now?

9. Everybody talked about it next day in the fields. It aroused a sort of envy in both men and 
women. The way he petted and pampered her as if those two or three face slaps had nearly 
killed her made the women see visions and the helpless way she hung on him made men dream 
dreams.- - “ Tea Cake, you sho is a lucky man, Sop de Bottom told him. Uh person can see every 
place you hit her. Ah bet she never raised her hand tuh hit yuh back, neither. Take some uh 
dese of rusty black women and dey would fight yuh all night long and next day nobody couldn t 
tell you ever hit em. Dat s ’ de reason Ah done quit beatin mah woman. You can t make no mark 
on em at all. Lawd wouldn t Ah  love tuh whip uh tender woman lak Janie Ah bet she don t even 
holler. She jus cries, eh Tea Cake ! ’ ’ ?”  People are jealous of this????  Explain this passage.

10. Mah Janie is uh high time woman and useter things. Ah didn t git her outa de middle uh de 
road. Ah got her outa uh big fine house. Right now she got money enough in de bank tuh buy up 
dese ziggaboos and give em away. Hush yo mouf And she down heah on de muck lak anybody else.  
Janie is wherever Ah wants tuh be. Dat s de kind uh wife she is and Ah love her for it. Explain

11.  Ah wouldnt be knockin her around. Ah didn t wants whup her last night, but of Mis Turn-
er done sent for her ’brother tuh come tuh bait Janie in and take her way from me. Ah didn t 
whup Janie cause she done ’ nothin . Ah beat her tuh show dem Turners who is boss. Ah set in de 
kitchen one day and heard dat ’woman tell mah wife Ah m too black fuh her. She don t see how 
Janie can stand me.  Wait...why did Tea Cake beat her?  SMH


