
Lit Circle 17 (no more than 5 members) 
Discussion Director assign a question to each member in your group.  

Everyone must have a question.  If you do not have enough people, make your group bigger.  

Step One: Each group member, read your question to yourself and answer it on your paper.  

Step Two: Each member will then read their question outloud while everyone else silently listens.  They 
will then explain what they put down as an answer.

Step Three: People may agree or disagree with the answer.  Modify answer if needed.  Everyone then 
writes the answer down on their own paper.

Continue until the circle is complete.  Discussion Director fill out grading sheet and 
staple all group members work to it.  Turn in.  

THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD THEME OF SEX
We have had wonderful discussions in class and I think you guys are ready to talk about 
this theme.  It cannot be ignored in this novel.

 1.  For Janie, sex is  inherently about love.   Why do you think it is that the only time the 
narrator explicitly tells us that Janie has had sex is when she’s with Tea Cake? She’s obvious-
ly had sex with Logan and Joe, so why does Hurston omit any mention of it?

2.  The protagonist’s view of sex is strongly associated with love; she sees sex as a blissful expression of love...and 
feels that sex without love is practically a desecration of the sacred emotion.  In stark contrast, many other char-
acters see sex as a form of violence and domination—and a woman should protect herself against sex at all costs 
unless legitimately married. This negative notion of sex is one that the protagonist battles against.  Who are some 
characters who would have a negative notion of sex?  Explain why.

3.  Advice for Young Brides:  The following is a reprint from The Madison Institute Newsletter, Fall Issue, 1894:
At this point, dear reader, let me concede one shocking truth. Some young women actually anticipate the wedding 
night ordeal with curiosity and pleasure. Beware such an attitude! A selfish and sensual husband can easily take 
advantage of such a bride. One cardinal rule of marriage should never be forgotten: GIVE LITTLE, GIVE SELDOM, 
AND ABOVE ALL, GIVE GRUDGINGLY. Otherwise what could have been a proper marriage could become an 
orgy of sexual lust.  How would Nanny respond to this advice?  Why?

4.  Advice for Young Brides:  The following is a reprint from The Madison Institute Newsletter, Fall Issue, 1894:
By their tenth anniversary many wives have managed to complete their child bearing and have achieved the ultimate 
goal of terminating all sexual contacts with the husband. By this time she can depend upon his love for the children 
and social pressures to hold the husband in the home.  How would Janie respond to this article?  Does it depend 
on what husband we are talking about?  Why?


