
Profit Warning

By

Javier Torregrosa

March 2009 jayrex@hotmail.com



FADE IN:

INT. OFFICE - DAY

The CHAIRMAN sits at the end of a long mahogany table.

Opposite him stands DELYTH accompanied by a flip-board.

DOMINIC sits next to the Chairman with an open file in

front.

CHAIRMAN

What’s the prognosis?

DELYTH

Well Chairman, we’re going to have

to issue a profits warning and

suspend the dividend.

The Chairman looks to Dominic.

CHAIRMAN

How’s our overseas operations

doing?

DOMINIC

We’re hitting our minimum targets

but like for like from last year

we’re going the wrong way.

Dominic flips a page.

DOMINIC

We’re strongest in Holland, Far

East and still growing in North

America. But the rest are only

just hitting their targets or just

missing.

The Chairman looks to Delyth.

CHAIRMAN

And home operations?

DELYTH

Still going strong. Like for like

we’re up one point five per cent.

CHAIRMAN

And the competition, how are we

fairing?



2.

DELYTH

Competition from Eastern Europe is

hitting us the hardest.

CHAIRMAN

What’s our contingencies?

Dominic jumps in.

DOMINIC

We have enough reserves to lure the

best of the high performers from

our rivals. We just have to offer

a great package with incentives,

and then we’ll improve our market

position.

CHAIRMAN

We should be making cut-backs to

save money, not hiring more staff.

DELYTH

We need more multi-skilled workers

and we want to take in the cream of

the crop.

Dominic points to Delyth and himself.

DOMINIC

Although we do agree, we should

start weeding out the low

performers. It’s now not just a

pretty face anymore.

CHAIRMAN

Great. Anymore ideas?

DELYTH

We should concentrate on more

promotion in Australia and Ireland.

She flips the board to show a pie chart with a slice

slightly removed.

DELYTH

And with emerging markets like

India. I believe now is the time

to break in and take slice of the

pie.

CHAIRMAN

Any new streams of revenue?

Delyth flips the chart, and smiles.
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DELYTH

I was about to get to it.

She points to a line chart of the past hundred years and

points to sharp points.

DELYTH

I believe we should get back to our

roots and hit the streets. It’s

not just the commercial markets

where we should concentrate.

CHAIRMAN

Interesting.

DELYTH

A top class workforce for the low

end market.

DOMINIC

Trust me Chairman, the future’s

looking rosy.

The Chairman smiles.

CHAIRMAN

This is marvelous. New markets, a

more multi-skilled workforce and

the best girls in town.

FADE OUT.


