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One of the most electrifying players ever to play in the NFL, Sanders was a threat to go the distance any time he touched the ball.

Retired in 1999 needing 1,458 rushing yards to overtake Walter Payton (16,726 yards) as the NFL’s all-time leading rusher (now currently
in third place).

Set nine all-time NFL records, and sits atop virtually every Lions’ offensive rushing record conceivable (16 in all).

In record-setting 1997 campaign, he became the third player in NFL history (O.J. Simpson with 2,003 yards in 1973, and Eric Dickerson
with 2,105 yards in 1984) to rush for more than 2,000 yards in a season by gaining league-leading 2,053 yards.

His 25 career games of more than 150 yards rushing is an all-time NFL standard, as are his 15 career touchdown runs of more than 50
yards (Jim Brown is second on both lists).

The first player in NFL history to rush for 1,000 yards in 10 consecutive seasons and the only player to do it in the first 10 seasons of his
career. He is tied for second with Payton for the all-time lead with 10 1,000-yard seasons overall, behind Emmitt Smith who has 11.

Also during his 97 onslaught, he rushed for 100 yards in a record 14 consecutive games, as well as continuing his consecutive road 100-
yard outings streak at 10 (also an NFL record, which he started in 1996)... The 14 games in which he topped the 100-yard mark in *97 is
an all-time league record, eclipsing three men who had surpassed the 100-yard mark 12 times in a single-season.

Sanders is the only player in NFL history to record five 1,500-yard rushing seasons, in addition to being the only player to do so in four
consecutive years (1994-97).

Recorded 76 career 100-yard rushing outings, one game shy of Payton’s all-time mark (77).

Finished career in second place all-time on the NFL’s total yardage (18,308 yards) and rushing attempts (3,062 carries) lists, trailing
Payton in both instances.

His 4.99 yards per rushing attempt during his career is second only to Brown (5.22 yards per carry) among all NFL players in history who
qualify with the minimum number of career rushing attempts.

The only player in NFL history to post two 80-yard TD runs in one game (80 and 82 yards at Tampa Bay 10/12/97), and three 80-yard TD
runs in a single season (also an 80-yarder vs. Indianapolis 11/23/97).

Ranked sixth on the NFL’s all-time rushing touchdowns list (99) and eighth in total touchdowns (109) at the time of his retirement.

Only Simpson (six) rushed for 200 yards in a game more often than Sanders (Brown, Earl Campbell and LaDainian Tomlinson also have
four such career outings).

Sanders captured his first NFL rushing title with 1,304 yards in his second season (1990) and has won subsequent crowns in 1994 (1,883
yards), *96 (1,553 yards) and 97 (2,053 yards). 1,883 yards in 94 was at the time, the fourth-highest single-season tally in league history.
Surpassed Billy Sims in 1993 as the Lions’ all-time leading rusher (Sims is second with 5,106 yards).

Had a streak of 803 consecutive attempts (703 rushes, 100 receptions) during career without fumbling the ball to the opponents.

Team career records: most rushing yards (15,269), rushing attempts (3,062), rushing touchdowns (99) and total touchdowns (109).
Franchise single-game records: most rushing yards (237 vs. Tampa Bay November 13, 1994), most rushing TDs (four at Minnesota
November 24, 1991) and most rushing attempts (40 at Dallas September 19, 1994).

Holds Lions’ all-time seasonal marks for most rushing yards (2,053 in ’97), most rushing attempts (343 in 1998) and both rushing and total
touchdowns (16 in 1991). Possesses the top seven all-time team seasonal rushing outputs (and 10 of the top 12).

Scored 654 career points, third-place on the Lions’ all-time scoring list.

His 352 career receptions also pegs him in fourth-place on that all-time Detroit chart.

Third-fastest player in league history to tally 10,000 career rushing yards (Sanders’ 103 games trailed only Brown and Dickerson). Only
two NFL players rushed for more yards in their first 100 games than Sanders, Brown (10,833) and Dickerson (10,818).

Earned NFC Offensive Player of the Month award for October, November and December 1997, becoming the first NFL player to capture
the award three times in a single season.

Was voted the Lions’ Offensive MVP by his teammates an unprecedented nine straight years.

Detroit’s first round selection (third overall pick) in the 1989 NFL Draft.
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( SANDERS BIOGRAPHY )

1998: Rushed for 1,491 yards and four touchdowns in team-record 343 carries in *98 en route to 10th straight Pro Bowl selection... His 343
attempts on the year broke his own team record (342 carries in 1991)... Fell nine yards short in 1998 of becoming the first player in NFL history
to rush for 1,500 yards in five consecutive seasons (already the only player in history with five overall)... Also finished with 37 receptions (third
on team) for 289 yards in *98... Named second-team All-Pro by the Associated Press... The five-game 100-yard streak he had in Games 6-10 in
’98 was the second-longest of his career (eight 100-yard games during *98)... Sanders had two all-time NFL streaks halted in season opener at
Green Bay (9/6) — most consecutive 100-yard rushing games (14) and most consecutive 100-yard rushing games on the road (10)...
Outstanding performance vs. Cincinnati (9/13) with 26 carries for 185 yards and three TDs — effort was the eighth-highest single-game rushing
total of his career and the sixth three-plus touchdown outing in his career... Big game vs. Green Bay (10/15) with 25 rushes for 155 yards,
including a 73-yard TD scamper... Expanded on two all-time NFL marks in that game — rushing total was 25th time in his career over 150
yards and the TD run was the 15th in his career of over 50 yards (both totals are three more than Jim Brown, who stands in second-place)... His
140-yard effort at Philadelphia (11/8) put him over 1,000-yard plateau for 10th time in his career, joining Payton as the only other player in NFL
history to accomplish that feat... In game vs. Pittsburgh (11/26) he became the second player in NFL history to exceed 15,000 rushing yards and
the third player to go over the 18,000 total yardage mark... Eighth
and final 100-yard outing of the season came at Jacksonville (12/6)
with 102 yards in 18 carries... Also vs. Falcons, he moved into
second-place on league’s all-time total yardage list passing Herschel
Walker.

1997: Enjoyed one of the most prolific seasons in NFL history...
Became only the third player in NFL history to rush for more than
2,000 yards in a season (2,053 yards), joining Eric Dickerson (2,105
in 1984) and O.J. Simpson (2,003 in 1973)... Vaulted into second-
place on NFL’s all-time rushing list with 13,778 yards, trailing only
Walter Payton — began "97 in seventh place and passed Marcus
Allen, Franco Harris, Jim Brown, Tony Dorsett and Dickerson
during course of the year... Set an NFL record for the most 100-yard
games in a season with 14 (also a record for consecutive 100-yard
games)... Recorded 100-plus yards in all eight road games, giving
him an NFL record 10 such consecutive outings (dating back to
1996)... He and Herman Moore became the first duo from the same
team since 1954 to either win (Sanders) or share (Moore tied with
Oakland’s Tim Brown) league rushing and receiving titles in the
same season... San Francisco’s Billy Wilson tied for the league lead
with 60 receptions (Philadelphia’s Pete Pihos) and his teammate, Joe
Perry, rushed for a league-leading 1,049 yards in 1954... Topped the
1,500-yard mark for an NFL record fifth time (he previously shared
the league record of four with Payton and Dickerson)... Became the
first player in NFL history to post two 80-yard TD runs in one game
(80 and 82 yards at Tampa Bay (10/12) and three 80-yard TD runs in a single season (also an 80-yarder vs. Indianapolis (11/23))... Named NFL
MVP by Pro Football Writers of America, The Sporting News, Pro Football Weekly, Football Digest, Sports Illustrated and the Maxwell Club ...
Named NFL Offensive Player of the Year by Associated Press, College and Pro Football Weekly and the Newspaper Enterprise Association —
also named co-NFL MVP by AP... Named Miller Lite Player of the Year, a league-sanctioned award which was presented to him at Super Bowl
XXXII in San Diego... Won the 1997 ESPY Award as the NFL’s Most Valuable Player... First-team All-Pro accolades by Associated Press,
Sports Illustrated, Pro Football Weekly, College and Pro Football Weekly, The Sporting News, Football Digest and USA Today... Earned NFC
Offensive Player of the Month award for October, November and December, becoming the first NFL player to capture the award in consecutive
months since Steve Young in November and December of 1994, and first ever to win the award three times in a single season... After being held
to 53 yards in 25 carries and the season’s first two games, he exploded for 100 yards in every remaining regular season game... Recorded
second career 100-yard receiving game vs. Tampa Bay (9/7) with season-high eight catches for 102 yards and a 66-yard TD grab... Started 100-
yard rushing string with 161 yards in 19 carries at Chicago (9/14)... First two rushing touchdowns of the year came in spectacular fashion at
Tampa Bay (10/12) as he raced 80 and 82 yards for scores (24 carries for 215 yards on the day)... Three games in a row of 105 yards vs. N.Y.
Giants (10/19), at Green Bay (11/2) and at Washington (11/9)... Notched second 200-yard rushing performance of the season vs. Indianapolis
(11/23) with 24 carries for 216 yards and an 80-yard TD jaunt... Captivating effort on Thanksgiving Day vs. Chicago (11/27) with 19 carries for
167 yards and season-high three touchdowns... Season-high 30 carries for 137 yards and a score at Miami (12/7)... Record-setting outing vs.
N.Y. Jets (12/21) when he went over the 2,000-yard mark for the season — had 184 yards in 23 carries on the day... After reaching 2,000 yards

Barry Sanders is carried off the field following the Lions 13-10
victory over the New York Jets at the Silverdome in the 1997 regular
season finale. Sanders rushed for 2,053 yards in ‘97, becoming the
third player to surpass the 2,000-yard mark in a single season.
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on an otherwise ordinary two-yard run late in the fourth quarter, he uncorked a 53-yard jaunt to the Jets’ three-yard-line... Held to 65 yards on
18 carries in Wild Card playoff contest at Tampa Bay (12/28).

1996: Won third career rushing title in dramatic fashion, cruising for 175 yards in season-ending Monday Night game at San Francisco (12/23)
— came into game needing 161 yards to surpass Denver’s Terrell Davis (1,538 yards)... Finished season with 1,553 yards on the ground, then
the second-highest seasonal total in his career, trailing only 1994’s 1,883-yard output... Named as starter in Pro Bowl for eighth straight year, in
addition to garnering first-team All-Pro honors from Pro Football Weekly, Pro Football Writers of America and The Sporting News... Named
second-team All-Pro by College and Pro Football Newsweekly, UPL, Associated Press and Football Digest... Became the first player in NFL
history to rush for 1,500 yards in three consecutive years... Eighth straight 1,000-yard campaign also broke NFL standard, formerly held by Eric
Dickerson with seven... Jumped from 10th-place into the seventh slot on the NFL’s all-time rushing list — passed Ottis Anderson, O.J. Simpson
and John Riggins in “96... Topped the century mark in season’s first two games for first time in career — 163 yards in 24 carries at Minnesota
(9/1) and 125 yards in 20 carries the following week vs. Tampa Bay (9/8)... After quick two-game start, went six straight games without topping
the century mark (longest such skid since 1990)... Did notch first of two multi-TD games at Philadelphia (9/15) with second half scoring runs of
eight and one yard... Heftiest total during six-game span was 86 yards in 26 carries in game vs. Atlanta (10/6)... Began second half of campaign
in fine fashion with 152-yard effort in 26 carries at Green Bay (11/3) vs. NFL’s top-rated defense at the time... Game at Packers also started TD
binge of seven scores in six games (only time in career scored in six straight games)... Held to 51 yards rushing at San Diego (11/11), but
notched two TD scampers (two and 11 yards); also went over 11,000-yard rushing
plateau in outing vs. Chargers... Enjoyed most productive yards per carry day of
year vs. Seattle (11/17) with 16 carries for 134 yards (8.4 avg.)... Surpassed
1,000-yard barrier for record eighth time in career with 21-carry, 107-yard effort
at Chicago (11/24), including dazzling 22-yard scoring run... Second big game vs.
Minnesota of year (12/8) with 134 yards in 20 carries... Ended year with sterling
effort vs. 49ers and was named NFL’s Miller Lite Player of the Week.

1995: Named to NFC’s starting Pro Bowl squad for the seventh consecutive
season... Rushed for 1,500 yards, at the time the third-highest total of his career...
Finished with a career-high 48 receptions for 398 yards and one TD... Named
first-team All-Pro by Associated Press, College and Pro Football Newsweekly,
Football Digest, Pro Football Weekly, Pro Football Writers of America, The
Sporting News and Sports Illustrated... Named AlI-NFC first-team by Football
News and United Press International... All-Madden Team member and NFC
Offensive Player of the Week for game vs. Green Bay (10/15)... Rushed for 108
yards on 21 carries in the season opener at Pittsburgh (9/3)... Tied his career high
with nine receptions (for 60 yards) at Minnesota (9/10)... Totaled 147 yards on 24
carries (6.1 yard avg.), including a 47-yard TD run vs. Arizona (9/17)... His streak
of 803 consecutive attempts (703 rushes and 100 receptions) without a turnover
was broken in the fourth quarter against Arizona — his last previous turnover had
been December 6, 1992 at Green Bay... Exploded for 157 yards and three TDs vs.
Cleveland (10/8), including the longest scoring run of his career at the time (75
yards)... Topped the century mark for the fourth time in six games with 124 yards
on 18 attempts at Green Bay (10/15)... Rushed for a season-high 167 yards on 22
carries vs. Green Bay (10/29)... Scored a TD on a 55-yard run on a fake reverse
vs. Tampa Bay (11/12)... Scored two TDs and rushed for 120 yards on 24 carries at Chicago (11/19), the game in which he went over the 1,000-
yard mark for the season — joined Eric Dickerson as the only two backs in NFL history to rush for over 1,000 yards in each of their first seven
seasons... Posted his seventh 100-yard game of the season with 138 yards, including a 50-yard TD run in Thanksgiving Day win over Minnesota
(11/23)... Totaled 90 yards rushing and 93 yards receiving, including his only TD catch of the season in Monday Night win vs. Chicago (12/4)...
Scored a TD and rushed for 54 yards at Houston (12/10), putting him over the 10,000-yard mark for his career (10th player in NFL history)...
Had 10 carries for 40 yards and caught two passes for 19 yards in Wild Card playoff contest at Philadelphia (12/30).

In 1995, Sanders rushed for 1,500 yards, which was the
second of an NFL-record four straight 1,500-yard
seasons. He has the NFL record with five 1,500-yard
career seasons (1991 and 1994-97).

1994: Named Associated Press Offensive Player of the Year... Set a then-career-high and Lions’ single-season rushing record with 1,883 yards
(breaking his own record of 1,548 yards set in 1991)... At the time, his 1,883 yards represented the fourth-highest single-season rushing total in
NFL history (now seventh-highest)... Set a Lions’ single-game record with 237 yards vs. Tampa Bay (11/13) (at the time the sixth-best single-
game mark in NFL history)... Established a new club record with 40 carries at Dallas (9/19)... Started his sixth consecutive Pro Bowl... Named
NFL Player of the Year by Football Digest and NFL Films... First-team All-Pro accolades by The Sporting News, USA Today, College and Pro
Football Newsweekly, Tom Jackson’s Pro Football Update, Football Digest, Pro Football Weekly, Pro Football Writers of America and Sports
Ilustrated... All-NFC first-team pick by Football News and United Press International... Also named NFL Players Association NFC Most
Valuable Player, winner of the 1994 “ESPY” Award for NFL Performer of the Year, Lions’ Offensive MVP and Lions’ Quarterback Club
Offensive MVP... Voted as NFC Player-of-the-Month for October, NFL Miller Lite Player of the Week (Week 3) and NFC Offensive Player of
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the Week (Weeks 3, 10 and 16)... Had 10 100-yard games (to push his club-record career total to 40)... Of the nine rushes over 60 yards in the
NFL in 1994, Sanders accounted for six of them... Rushed for 120 yards in 27 carries in the season opener vs. Atlanta (9/4)... Surpassed the
7,000-yard mark for his career with 194 yards in a career-high 40 carries at Dallas (his 40 carries are the most ever against the Cowboys)...
Performance earned him NFL Miller Lite Player of the Week and NFC Offensive Player of the Week honors... Posted his third 100-yard game of
the season and scored the first two TDs of the season vs. New England (9/25)... One of his TD runs against the Patriots made every highlight
reel as he turned Patriots’ defensive back Harlan Barnett around three times... Made the longest run of his career and tied for the second-longest
in club history at Tampa Bay (10/2) — an 85-yard jaunt in which he lost one of his shoes as he broke through the line of scrimmage... Totaled
166 yards rushing (third-straight 100-yard outing) in that game... Broke an 84-yard run vs. Chicago (10/23), the longest run in Silverdome
history and the second-longest of his career (rushed for 167 yards in 23 carries in the game)... Caught a swing pass and broke four tackles for a
nine-yard gain to make a first down and keep the drive alive in overtime, which led to the game-winning field goal at N.Y. Giants (10/30)...
Recorded his sixth 100-yard game of the season with 146 yards (including a 62-yard sprint) against the Giants... Made a season-high eight
catches for 51 yards at Green Bay (11/6)... Set a Lions’ record with a career-high 237 rushing yards (long run of 69 yards) vs. Tampa Bay (11/
13)... Earned NFC Player of the Week Honors for his performance against the Bucs (the second time of the season)... Gained 188 yards vs.
Green Bay (12/4) to set a new Lions’ single-season rushing record, breaking his record of 1,548 set in 1991... Surpassed the 10,000-yard mark
in career total yardage against the Packers... Caught his only TD
pass of the season at N.Y. Jets (12/10) — totaled 127 rushing yards
(87 in the fourth quarter) against the Jets... Gained 110 yards in 17
carries (10th 100-yard game of the season) vs. Minnesota (12/17)...
Scored two rushing TDs, (one a 64-yarder), and led team with four
catches for 27 yards against the Vikings, which earned him NFC
Offensive Player of the Week honors for the third time of the
season... Limited to only 52 yards on the ground vs. Miami (12/25),
as he fell short in his quest for 2,000 yards... Led team with seven
catches for 58 yards against the Dolphins... Held to a career-low (-
1) yard in 13 rushes and caught three passes for four yards in the
Wild Card playoff game at Green Bay (12/31).

1993: Before suffering an injured left knee in Detroit’s
Thanksgiving Day game against Chicago (11/25), Sanders was
leading the NFL with 1,052 yards (Buffalo’s Thurman Thomas was
second with 962) and was on pace to rush for a then-club-record
1,682 yards... Sprained knee forced him to miss the last five games
of the regular season (had only missed two previous games in his
career)... After five weeks of rehabilitation, Sanders returned with
an outstanding performance in the Wild Card playoff game vs.
Green Bay (1/8) with 27 carries for 169 yards... Voted to start his
fifth straight Pro Bowl but did not play due to injury... Voted the
Lions’ Quarterback Club Offensive MVP... Recorded his first 100-
yard game of the season at New England (9/12) with 148 yards in 32
carries... Surpassed the 6,000-yard rushing mark for his career with
90 yards in 22 carries vs. Phoenix (9/26)... Totaled 130 yards and a
TD in 22 carries, and led team with four catches for 21 yards at Tampa Bay (10/3)... Notched his third 100-yard game of the season with a 101-
yard rushing effort vs. Seattle (10/17)... Posted what was then the second-highest rushing total of his career with 187 yards in 29 carries vs.
Tampa Bay (11/7) — named NFL Player of the Week by the PEWA and NFC Offensive Player of the Week for his performance vs. the Bucs...
Surpassed the 1,000-yard mark for the fifth time in as many seasons with 75 yards in 17 carries at Green Bay (11/21)... Left the game in the
third quarter with a knee injury vs. Chicago (11/25), rushing for 63 yards in 16 carries and catching three passes for 11 yards before he was
injured... Inactive for the final five games of the regular season.

The Lions, led by the running of Barry Sanders, claimed the NFC
Central division title and finished the season with a franchise-record
12 wins in 1991. The Lions earned a spot in the NFC Championship
game, but lost at Washington. Sanders garnered 1,548 yards on the
ground during his third NFL season.

1992: Started his fourth consecutive Pro Bowl... Earned All-NFC honors from UPI, Football News and Pro Football Weekly... Named to the
All-Madden Team... Named second-team All-Pro by Associated Press, N.E.A. and College and Pro Football Newsweekly... Finished second in
the NFC and fourth in the NFL with 1,352 yards rushing... Rushed for 109 yards in 19 carries, including a dazzling 43-yard touchdown run, in
the season opener at Chicago (9/6)... Rushed for 122 yards in 21 carries and a season-high two TDs at Tampa Bay (10/25) — one of the scores
was a 55-yarder, his longest run of the season... Went over the 5,000-yard mark for his career with 94 rushing yards in 24 carries at Pittsburgh
(11/15)... Season-high 151 yards rushing, in addition to taking over the Lions’ career rushing lead at Cincinnati (11/22)... Made his first
touchdown reception of the season and ran for another TD vs. Houston (11/26)... Recorded 114 yards in 16 carries at Green Bay (12/6) —
putting him over the 1,000-yard mark for the season... Also attempted the first pass of his career, which fell incomplete... Totaled 113 yards in
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20 carries with one touchdown vs. Chicago (12/20) — also had the longest reception of his career at the time vs. the Bears, a 48-yarder...
Tallied 104 yards in 19 carries (seventh 100-yard game of the season) at San Francisco (12/28).

1991: Captured consensus All-Pro honors (AP, UPI, PFWA, Pro Football Weekly, Sporting News, College & Pro Football Weekly, Football
Digest, Sports Illustrated’s Dr. “Z” Team, Football News and the All-Madden Team)... NFL Players Association NFC Most Valuable Player...
Football Digest’s NFL Player of the Year... Recipient of the Maxwell Football Club’s Pro Player of the Year Award... Made his third
consecutive start in the Pro Bowl... 1991 NFL leader wth 17 touchdowns and second in league rushing with a then club record 1,548 yards
rushing... Named the NFC’s Offensive Player of the Month for September... Led Detroit in scoring for the second straight year... Became the
first non-kicker in Lions history to score more than 100 points in a season (102)... Sustained a rib injury in preseason game at Kansas City (8/
17), which kept him on sidelines for Detroit’s regular season opener at Washington (9/1)... Rushed a then-career-high 32 times for 143 yards
vs. Miami (9/15)... Picked up 179 yards on 30 attempts at Indianapolis (9/22), including TD runs of two and 23 yards... Carried the ball 27
times for 160 yards with a then-career-long 69-yard TD run vs. Tampa Bay (9/29)... Ran for 116 yards and caught a career-high nine passes for
76 yards vs. Minnesota (10/6), scoring the winning TD on a 15-yard scamper with 36 seconds remaining in the game (had 69 yards on 10
carries in the fourth quarter as Detroit scored three TDs in final eight minutes to win)... In win at Minnesota (11/24), rushed for a then-
franchise-record 220 yards and club-record four TDs, earning NFC
Offensive Player of the Week honors... Posted his then-team-record
eighth 100-yard game of the season with 108 yards and a TD on 26
carries at Buffalo (12/22) as he tied Billy Sims’ career TD record
(47)... Had 69 yards on 12 carries in the Divisional playoff contest
vs. Dallas (1/5), but managed a game-breaking 47-yard TD dash in
the fourth quarter... Picked up 44 yards on 11 attempts and caught
four passes for 15 yards in the NFC Championship Game at
Washington (1/12).

1990: Named All-Pro by AP, UPI, PFWA, Pro Football Weekly,
Sporting News, College & Pro Football Weekly, Sports
lustrated’s Dr. “Z” Team, and Football News... Earned his second
straight appearance as a Pro Bowl starter... Claimed the NFL
rushing title with 1,304 yards on 255 carries (5.1 yard average with
13 TDs)... Became the first Lion to win that title since Byron
“Whizzer” White led the league with 514 yards in 1940... Named
the Lions’ Offensive MVP and tied the club record for most TDs in
a season (16) and, with 96 points, became the first non-kicker to
lead Detroit in scoring since Mel Farr and Bill Gambrell each
tallied 42 points in 1968... Keyed Detroit’s 34-27 win at Minnesota
(10/7) with 82 yards on 15 carries and the first touchdown catch of
his pro career, a 22-yarder from Bob Gagliano... Posted his first

Sanders was named rookie of the year in 1989 by a myriad of media
outlets and was selected to the Associated Press All-Pro team. He also
was selected to the Pro Bowl, an honor h_e would earn in each of 'hlS 100-yard receiving day with five grabs for a career-high 135 yards,
10 NFL seasons. Sanders set a team rookie record with 1,470 rushing and also rushed for 90 yards on 16 carries and a TD at Kansas City

yards and a team-record 14 touchdowns. (10/14)... Exploded on Thanksgiving Day vs. Denver (11/22),

sprinting for 147 yards on 23 carries with a rushing and receiving
TD apiece — selected as the Miller Lite Player of the Week for his performance against the Broncos... In Monday Night outing vs. L.A.
Raiders (12/10), went over the 1,000-yard barrier with a 176-yard effort on 25 carries, scoring on each of Detroit’s first two drives... Named
the NFC Offensive Player of the Week for the first time in his career for his performance against the Raiders... Ran for 135 yards on 19 carries
on a frozen turf at Green Bay (12/22), scoring the game-winning TD on a six-yard run with 3:55 remaining in the game.

1989: Re-wrote the Lions’ rushing record book in his rookie season — 1,470 yards eclipsed the club’s single-season rushing mark and the
rookie mark previously held by Billy Sims, while his 14 rushing touchdowns also established a new Detroit record... Named first-team All-Pro
by Associated Press, College and Pro Football Newsweekly, Pro Football Writers of America, Football Digest, The Sporting News and Pro
Football Weekly... Voted NFL Rookie of the Year by Sports Illustrated, The Sporting News, NFL Films and Pro Football Writers of America
... NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year by Pro Football Weekly, Football Digest, College and Pro Football Newsweekly and Associated Press...
Selected first-team All-NFC by Football News and United Press International... NFC Rookie of the Year by UPI... Lions’ Offensive MVP and
the Lions” Quarterback Club Offensive MVP... Season culminated with first career trip to the Pro Bowl... Returned five kickoffs for 118 yards
(23.6 avg.)... Signed a contract on September 8... Two days later in the season opener vs. Phoenix (9/10), Sanders electrified the Silverdome
crowd entering the contest in the third quarter with a 18-yard dash on his first NFL carry... Running a variation of only one play, he finished the
day with 71 yards and a TD on nine carries... The following week at NY Giants (9/17), he had 57 yards rushing in 12 carries and also exploded
for 96 yards on six receptions... Cracked the 100-yard barrier for the first time in his pro career vs. Chicago (9/24) with 126 yards in 18 carries
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DIVISION G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
NFC EAST 18 347 1,704 4.9 94.7 62 8 41 328 8.0 18.2 27 1
NFC CENTRAL 76 1,507 7,958 5.3 104.7 85 44 188 1,546 8.2 20.3 66t 4
NFC WEST 21 403 1,588 3.9 75.6 54t 10 42 290 6.9 13.8 27 1
AFC EAST 13 314 1,691 5.4 130.1 80t 12 33 230 7.0 17.7 43 1
AFC CENTRAL 16 335 1,493 4.5 93.3 75t 16 28 272 9.7 17.0 46 1
AFC WEST 9 156 835 54 92.8 41 9 20 255 12.8 28.3 47t 2
Totals 153 3,062 15,269 5.0 99.8 85 99 352 2,921 8.3 19.1 66t 10
NFC G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
NFC EAST 18 347 1,704 4.9 94.7 62 8 41 328 8.0 18.2 27 1
NFC CENTRAL 76 1,507 7,958 5.3 104.7 85 44 188 1,546 8.2 20.3 66t 4
NFC WEST 21 403 1,588 3.9 75.6 54t 10 42 290 6.9 13.8 27 1
Totals 115 2,257 11,250 5.0 97.8 85 62 271 2,164 8.0 18.8 66t 6
AFC G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
AFC EAST 13 314 1,691 5.4 130.1 80t 12 33 230 7.0 17.7 43 1
AFC CENTRAL 16 335 1,493 4.5 93.3 75t 16 28 272 9.7 17.0 46 1
AFC WEST 9 156 835 54 92.8 41 9 20 255 12.8 28.3 47t 2
Totals 38 805 4,019 5.0 105.8 85 37 81 757 9.3 19.9 66t 4

Tot. Yds Tot. TD

2,032 9
9,504 48
1,878 1"
1,921 13
1,765 17
1,090 11
18,190 109
Tot. Yds Tot. TD
2,032 9
9,504 48
1,878 11
13,414 68
Tot. Yds Tot. TD
1,921 13
1,765 17
1,090 11
4,776 41

( SANDERS’ STATISTICS WHEN THE LIONS PLAYED...

)

HOME

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
1989 8 132 647 4.9 80.9 34 5 10 111 11.1 13.9 46 0
1990 8 141 784 5.6 98.0 45t 8 12 101 8.4 12.6 35t 1
1991 8 188 749 4.0 93.6 69t 7 21 150 71 18.8 22 1
1992 8 157 572 3.6 71.5 34 3 14 129 9.2 16.1 48 1
1993 5 116 531 4.6 106.2 29 1 1 67 6.1 13.4 17 0
1994 8 172 1,093 6.4 136.6 84 7 16 101 6.3 12.6 18 0
1995 8 169 891 5.3 11.4 75t 8 22 227 10.3 28.4 40 1
1996 8 158 747 4.7 93.4 54t 4 14 60 4.3 7.5 15 0
1997 8 162 972 6.0 121.5 80t 7 21 231 11.0 28.9 66t 1
1998 8 198 947 4.8 118.4 73t 4 22 187 8.5 23.4 44 0
Totals 77 1,593 7,933 5.0 103.0 84 54 163 1,364 8.4 17.7 66t 5
ROAD

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
1989 7 148 823 5.6 117.6 31 9 14 171 12.2 24.4 30 0
1990 8 114 520 4.6 65.0 37 5 24 379 15.8 47.4 47t 2
1991 7 154 799 52 1141 45t 9 20 157 7.9 224 34 0
1992 8 155 780 5.0 97.5 55 6 15 96 6.4 12.0 12 0
1993 6 127 584 4.6 97.3 42 2 25 138 5.5 23.0 14 0
1994 8 159 790 5.0 98.8 85 0 28 182 6.5 22.8 22 1
1995 8 145 609 4.2 76.1 30 3 26 171 6.6 21.4 24 0
1996 8 149 806 5.4 100.8 54t 7 10 87 8.7 10.9 28 0
1997 8 173 1,081 6.2 135.1 82t 4 12 74 6.2 9.3 17t 2
1998 8 145 544 3.8 68.0 44 0 15 102 6.8 12.8 19 0
Totals 76 1,469 7,336 5.0 96.5 85 45 189 1,557 8.2 20.5 47t 5
TURF

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
1989 12 204 1,008 4.9 84.0 34 9 20 240 12.0 20.0 46 0
1990 13 204 1,058 5.2 81.4 45t 12 28 375 13.4 28.8 47t 3
1991 11 267 1,256 4.7 114.2 69t 14 31 244 7.9 22.2 34 1
1992 1 223 869 3.9 79.0 44 6 20 173 8.7 15.7 48 1
1993 7 146 671 4.6 95.9 42 1 24 136 5.7 19.4 17 0
1994 12 273 1,576 5.8 131.3 84 7 25 158 6.3 13.2 18 1
1995 12 234 1,132 4.8 94.3 75t 9 39 349 8.9 29.1 40 1
1996 10 198 959 4.8 95.9 54t 6 16 98 6.1 9.8 28 0
1997 11 224 1,330 5.9 120.9 80t 7 29 284 9.8 25.8 66t 2
1998 10 240 1,156 4.8 115.6 73t 4 30 248 8.3 24.8 44 0
Totals 109 2,213 11,015 5.0 101.1 84 75 262 2,305 8.8 211 66t 9
GRASS

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD
1989 3 76 462 6.1 154.0 31 5 4 42 10.5 14.0 19 0
1990 3 51 246 4.8 82.0 37 1 8 105 13.1 35.0 29 0
1991 4 75 292 3.9 73.0 40 2 10 63 6.3 15.8 17 0
1992 5 89 483 5.4 96.6 55t 3 9 52 5.8 10.4 12 0
1993 4 97 444 4.6 111.0 35 2 12 69 5.8 17.3 14 0
1994 4 58 307 5.3 76.8 85 0 19 125 6.6 31.3 22 0
1995 4 80 368 4.6 92.0 30 2 9 49 5.4 12.3 15 0
1996 6 109 594 5.4 99.0 54t 5 8 49 6.1 8.2 14 0
1997 5 11 723 6.5 144.6 82t 4 4 21 5.3 4.2 9 1
1998 6 103 335 3.3 55.8 39 0 7 41 5.9 6.8 10 0
Totals 44 849 4,254 5.0 96.7 85 24 90 616 6.8 14.0 29 1

Tot. Yds Tot. TD

758
885
899
701
598
1,194
1,118
807
1,203
1,134
9,297

SrobroOoN2bOO

Tot. Yds Tot. TD

994
899
956
876
722
972
780
893
1,155
646
8,893

Soo~Nwanoo~N©

Tot. Yds Tot. TD

1,248
1,433
1,500
1,042
807
1,734
1,481
1,057
1,614
1,404
13,320

© = N
Rroogw=~Ngao

Tot. Yds Tot. TD

504
351
355
535
513
432
417
643
744
376
4,870

Novuovorvwn o
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INDOORS

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD Tot. Yds Tot. TD

1989 10 174 837 4.8 83.7 34 7 13 138 10.6 13.8 46 0 975 7

1990 1 177 899 5.1 81.7 45t 1" 21 230 11.0 20.9 35t 2 1,129 13

1991 10 241 1,148 4.8 114.8 69t 13 28 191 6.8 19.1 31 1 1,339 14

1992 9 173 624 3.6 69.3 34 4 16 147 9.2 16.3 48 1 771 5

1993 7 146 671 4.6 95.9 42 1 24 136 5.7 19.4 17 0 807 1

1994 9 184 1,109 6.0 123.2 84 7 20 123 6.2 13.7 18 0 1,232 7

1995 1 213 1,024 4.8 93.1 75t 9 37 343 9.3 31.2 40 1 1,367 10

1996 9 182 910 5.0 101.1 54 4 15 88 5.9 9.8 28 0 998 4

1997 10 199 1,223 6.1 122.3 80t 7 27 285 10.6 28.5 66t 2 1,508 9

1998 9 220 1,016 4.6 112.9 73t 4 27 216 8.0 24.0 44 0 1,232 4

Totals 95 1,909 9,461 5.0 99.6 84 67 228 1,897 8.3 20.0 66t 7 11,358 74

OUTDOORS

Year G Att Yds Avg Avg/G Lg D Rec Yds Avg Avg/G Lg TD Tot. Yds Tot. TD

1989 5 106 633 6.0 126.6 31 7 11 144 13.1 28.8 27 0 777 7

1990 5 78 405 5.2 81.0 37 2 15 250 16.7 50.0 47t 1 655 3

1991 5 101 400 4.0 80.0 40 3 13 116 8.9 23.2 34 0 516 3

1992 7 139 728 5.2 104.0 55t 2 13 73 5.6 10.4 12 0 806 5

1993 4 97 444 4.6 111.0 35 2 12 69 5.8 17.3 14 0 513 2

1994 7 147 774 5.3 110.6 85 0 24 160 6.7 22.9 22 1 934 1

1995 5 101 476 4.7 95.2 44 2 11 55 5.0 11.0 15 0 531 2

1996 7 125 643 5.1 91.9 54t 7 9 59 6.6 8.4 14 0 702 7

1997 6 136 830 6.1 138.3 82t 4 6 20 3.3 3.3 7t 1 850 5

1998 7 123 475 3.9 67.9 44 0 10 73 7.3 10.4 19 0 548 0

Totals 58 1,153 5,808 5.0 100.1 85 29 124 1,019 8.2 17.6 47t 3 6,832 35

PRIME TIME GAMES RUSHING RECEIVING Tot. Tot.

Date TV Opp. Score Att Yds Avg Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg D Yds D

9/23/90 TNT atTB L, 20-23 15 52 3.5 18 0 2 24 12.0 14 0 76 0

12/10/90  ABC LARD L, 31-38 25 176 7.0 35t 2 3 16 53 14 0 192 2

12/16/90 ESPN  CHI W, 38-21 18 67 3.7 18 1 2 26 13.0 18 0 93 1

10/15/92  TNT atMin L, 14-31 16 52 3.3 11 1 2 18 9.0 10 0 70 1

12/28/92  ABC atSF L, 6-24 19 104 5.5 24 0 1 4 4.0 4 0 108 0

10/31/93  TNT atMin W, 30-27 14 64 4.6 42 0 8 44 5.5 9 0 108 0

9/19/94 ABC atDal W, 20-17 40 194 4.9 28 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 194 0

11/13/94 ESPN TB W, 14-9 26 237 9.1 69 0 1 16 16.0 16 0 253 0

12/25/94 ESPN atMia L, 20-27 12 52 4.3 17 0 7 58 8.1 22 0 110 0

9/25/95 ABC SF W, 27-24 17 24 1.4 7 0 3 18 6.0 7 0 42 0

12/4/95 ABC CHI W, 27-7 23 90 3.9 14 0 6 93 15.5 40 1 183 1

11/11/96  ABC atSD L, 21-27 16 51 3.2 11 2 1 7 7.0 7 0 58 2

12/8/96 ESPN  MIN L, 22-24 20 134 6.7 38 1 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 1

12/23/96  ABC atSF L, 14-24 28 175 6.3 54t 1 1 4 4.0 4 0 179 1

11/2/97 ESPN atGB L, 10-20 23 105 4.6 18 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 105 0

12/7/97 ESPN atMia L, 30-33 30 137 4.6 19 1 1 2 2.0 2 0 139 1

9/28/98 ABC B W, 27-6 27 131 4.9 44 0 4 23 5.8 9 0 154 0

10/15/98 ESPN GB W, 27-20 25 155 6.2 73t 1 3 27 9.0 17 0 182 1

11/15/98  ESPN  CHI W, 26-3 24 114 4.8 15 0 1 6 6.0 6 0 120 0

12/14/98  ABC atSF L, 13-35 14 28 2.0 13 0 1 -3 -3.0 -3 0 25 0

20-GAME TOTALS 9-11 Record 432 2,142 5.0 73t 10 47 383 8.1 40 1 2,391 1

THANKSGIVING DAY RUSHING RECEIVING Tot. Tot.

Date TV Opp. Score Att Yds Avg Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg D Yds D

11/23/89  NBC CLE W, 13-10 28 145 5. 23 0 2 44 22.0 46 0 189 0

11/22/90 NBC DEN W, 40-27 23 147 6.4 23 1 3 30 10.0 35T 1 177 2

11/28/91 CBS CHI W, 16-6 19 62 3.3 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 62 0

11/26/92  NBC HOU L, 21-24 22 54 25 9 1 2 12 6.0 8T 1 66 2

11/25/93  CBS CHI L, 6-10 16 63 3.9 11 0 3 10 3.3 5 0 73 0

11/24/94  NBC BUF W, 35-21 19 45 2.4 21 1 0 0 0.0 0 0 45 1

11/23/95  FOX MIN W, 44-38 24 138 5.8 53 1 0 0 0.0 0 0 138 1

11/28/96  NBC KC L, 24-28 20 77 3.9 41 1 0 0 0.0 0 0 77 1

11/27/97  FOX CHI W, 55-20 19 167 8.8 40t 3 2 8 4.0 12 0 175 3

11/29/98  CBS PIT W, 19-16 (OT) 20 33 1.7 21 0 1 20 20.0 20 0 53 0

10-GAME TOTALS 7-3 Record 210 931 4.4 53 8 13 124 9.5 46 2 1,055 10
PRIME TIME GAMES BY THE NUMBERS... THANKSGIVING DAY GAMES BY THE NUMBERS...
G 20 G 10
Average Rushing Attempts per Game 21.6 Average Rushing Attempts per Game 21.0
Average Rushing Yards per Game 107.1 Average Rushing Yards per Game 93.1
Rushing Touchdowns 10 Rushing Touchdowns 8
Average Receptions per Game 2.4 Average Receptions per Game 1.3
Average Receiving Yards per Game 191.5 Average Receiving Yards Game 12.4
Receiving Touchdowns 1 Receiving Touchdowns 2
Total Yards Average Per Prime Time Game 119.6 Average Total Yards Game 105.5

Total Touchdowns 1 Total Touchdowns 10
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SANDERS’ POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE YARDS

)

COMPILED GROSS YARDAGE (0+ YARDS)

COMPILED NEGATIVE YARDAGE

Year Att. Gross Yds. Avg./Att. Year Att. Yds. Lost  Avg./Att.

1989 251 1,551 6.2 1989 29 81 -2.8

1990 227 1,388 6.1 1990 28 84 -3.0

1991 296 1,676 5.7 1991 46 128 -2.8

1992 268 1,449 5.4 1992 44 97 -2.2

1993 206 1,206 5.9 1993 37 91 -2.5

1994 280 2,029 7.2 1994 51 146 -2.9

1995 260 1,613 6.2 1995 54 113 -2.1

1996 263 1,663 6.3 1996 44 110 -2.5

1997 287 2,156 7.5 1997 48 103 -2.1

1998 278 1,652 5.9 1998 65 161 -2.5

Total 2,616 16,383 6.3 Total 446 1,114 -2.5

1ST QUARTER TOTALS OVERTIME TOTALS

Year tt Yds Avg/Att Avg Qtrs Year Att Yds Avg/Att Avg Qtrs
1989 70 402 5.7 26.8 14 1989 0 0 0.0 0.0 0
1990 54 307 5.7 19.2 16 1990 4 12 3.0 6.0 2
1991 82 388 4.7 259 15 1991 1 10 10.0 10.0 1
1992 87 362 4.2 226 16 1992 0 0 0.0 0.0 0
1993 66 323 4.9 294 1 1993 7 19 2.7 19.0 1
1994 73 335 4.6 20.9 16 1994 17 47 2.8 15.6 3
1995 85 369 4.3 231 16 1995 0 0 0.0 0.0 1
1996 86 365 4.2 22.8 16 1996 0 0 0.0 0.0 0
1997 86 408 4.7 255 16 1997 0 0 0.0 0.0 1
1998 84 312 3.7 19.5 16 1998 5 36 7.2 18.0 2
Total 773 3,571 4.6 23.5 152 Total 34 124 3.6 1.3 1
2ND QUARTER TOTALS

Year Att Yds Avg/Att Avg Qtr h,

1989 84 437 5.2 31.2 14 g

1990 73 372 5.1 233 16 =

1991 80 313 3.9 20.9 15 —

1992 86 388 4.5 226 16

1993 60 311 5.2 28.3 1"

1994 87 566 6.5 35.3 16

1995 80 401 5.0 251 16

1996 82 494 6.0 30.9 16

1997 89 548 6.2 34.3 16

1998 7 366 4.8 229 16

Total 798 4,196 53 27.6 152

3RD QUARTER TOTALS

Year Att Yds Avg/Att Avg Qtrs

1989 64 345 5.4 246 14

1990 56 300 5. 18.8 16

1991 79 352 4.5 235 15

1992 64 296 4.6 18.5 16

1993 55 230 4.2 20.9 1"

1994 68 446 6.6 27.9 16

1995 73 345 4.8 215 16

1996 69 369 5.3 231 16

1997 84 666 7.9 41.6 16

1998 107 532 5.0 33.3 16

Total 719 3,881 5.4 254 152

4TH QUARTER TOTALS

Year Att Yds Avg/Att Avg Qtrs

1989 62 286 4.6 220 13

1990 68 313 4.6 19.6 16

1991 100 485 4.9 32.3 15

1992 75 306 4.1 19.1 16

1993 55 232 4.2 232 10

1994 85 489 5.8 30.6 16

1995 76 385 5.1 241 16

1996 70 325 4.6 20.3 16

1997 7 431 5.6 26.9 16

1998 70 245 3.5 16.3 16

Total 738 3,497 4.7 23.3 150

During Sanders’ playing career, a 15-stroy billb

oard was a feature
of the downtown Detroit skyline. Soon after his retirement, most of
the image was blackened and the message, “Gone to Canton” was
placed over the ad.
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( BARRY’S MOTOWN RECORDS )

Barry Sanders established or tied (and still holds) 16 Detroit Lions’ records during his 10-year career. During the 1997 campaign, Sanders
became the third player in NFL history to rush for more than 2,000 yards in a season (2,053 yards), and vaulted from seventh place to second

place on the NFL’s all-time rushing list.

LIONS’ CAREER RECORDS

Rushing Attempts 3,062
Rushing Yards 15,269
Total TDs 109
Rushing TDs 99
100-Yard Games 76
1,000-Yard Seasons 10#
LIONS’ SEASON RECORDS

Rushing Attempts 343 (1998)
Rushing Yardage 2,053 (1997)
Total TDs 17 (1991)
Rushing TDs 16 (1991)
100-Yard Games 14 (1997)#

LIONS’ SINGLE-GAME RECORDS

Rushing Attempts (at Dal 9/19/94) ..... ... 40
Rushing Yards (vs. TB 11/13/94) ..
Points (at Min 11/24/91) ........
Total TDs (at Min 11/24/91) ...
Rushing TDs (at Min 11/24/91) ..

. 237

* Tied record; # NFL Record

( DECADE OF DOMINANCE )

Having completed 10 seasons in the NFL, Barry Sanders retired within striking distance of the NFL’s most coveted rushing record—career
rushing yards. His 15,269 yards trailed Walter Payton’s career record of 16,726, which has since been surpassed by Emmitt Smith. In his
pursuit to become the NFL’s all-time rushing king, Sanders put himself among the elite in several NFL rushing records.

NFL’S ALL-TIME LEADING RUSHERS

Player Yrs Att Yds Avg
1. Emmitt Smith, Dal/Arz (1990-) 14 4,142 17,418 4.2
2. Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) 13 3,838 16,726 4.4
3. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 10 3,062 15,269 5.0
4. Eric Dickerson, LARm/Ind/Atl (1983-93) 1 2,996 13,259 4.4
5. Tony Dorsett, Dal/Den (1977-88) 12 2,936 12,739 4.3

Retired in 2nd place
NFL’S ALL-TIME HIGHEST CAREER RUSHING AVERAGES (MIN. 1,500 ATT.)

Player Yrs Avg Att Yds
1. Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65) 9 5.22 2,359 12,312
2. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 10 4.99 3,062 15,269
3. Joe Perry, SF/Bal (1950-63) 14 4.82 1,737 8,378
4. James Brooks SD/Cin/Cle/TB (1981-92) 14 4.73 1,685 7,962
5. 0O.J. Simpson, Buf/SF (1969-1979) 11 4.67 2,404 11,236
CAREER TOTAL YARDAGE

Player Yards
1. Brian Mitchell, Was/Phi/NYG (1990-) . .. 23,330
2. Jerry Rice, SF/Oak (1985-).... 23,117
3. Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) 21,803
4. Emmitt Smith, Dal/Arz (1990-) ..... .. 20,518
5. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 18,308
6. Herschel Walker, Dal/Min/Phi/NYG (1986-98) ... .. 18,168
7

. Marcus Allen, LARd/KC (1982-96) 17,648

Retired in 2nd place

CAREER RUSHING ATTEMPTS
Player
Emmitt Smith Dal/Arz (1990-) ...
Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) ...
Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98)
Marcus Allen, LARd/KC (1982-96) .
. Eric Dickerson, LARm/Ind/Atl (1983
Retired in 2nd place

Attempts
.. 4,142
.. 3,838
3,062
... 3,022
.. 2,996

aRwh =

CAREER TOUCHDOWNS

Player TD
Jerry Rice, SF/Oak (1985-) 205
Emmitt Smith (1990-98) ..... 166
Marcus Allen, LARd/KC (1982-96) . 145
Cris Carter, Phi/Min (1987-00) . 131
Marshall Faulk Ind/StL (1994-

Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65) .. .. 126
Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87 125
John Riggins, NYJ/Was (1971-85) .
. Lenny Moore, Bal (1956-67)
10. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 109
Retired in 8th place

©CoNo ~wh=

CAREER RUSHING TOUCHDOWNS
Player

1. Emmitt Smith, Dal/Arz (1990-)

2. Marcus Allen, LARd/KC (1982-96) 123
3. Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) 110
4. Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65)

5. John Riggins, NYJ/Was (1971-85) .......cccoruririiiiiiriciiieisicieieieieieeieeienens 104
6. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 99

CAREER 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES

Player
1. Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) ...
2. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98)
The Lions were 44-32 (.579) in Sanders’ 76 career 100-yard games. Sanders played in
153 games, while Payton reached his mark in 190 games.

CAREER 150-YARD RUSHING GAMES

Player
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 25
2. Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65)
3. Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) ...

CAREER 200-YARD RUSHING GAMES
Player
1. O.J. Simpson, BUf/SF (1969-1979) ......cccoemiiiiiiiiiiinee e 6
2. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98)
Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65)
Earl Campbell, Hou/NO (1978-85)
LaDainian Tomlinson, SD (2001-)

CONSECUTIVE 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES

Player
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1997)
2. Marcus Allen, LARd (1985-86) ..
3. Walter Payton, Chi (1985)

CONSECUTIVE 100-YARD ROAD RUSHING GAMES

Player Games
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1996-97) 10
2. Marcus Allen, LARd (1985-86) .. 7
3. Jim Brown, Cle (1958).........
4. Gerald Riggs, Was (1985) ..
CAREER 1,000-YARD RUSHING SEASONS
Player Seasons
1. Emmitt Smith, Dal/Arz (1990-) ...c.ceuiuimiiiiiiieieieieieieieieieieiee e 1
2. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 10
Walter Payton, Chi (1975-87) ....coviieieieieeeeseeeeeeeee e 10

Retired tied for 1st place
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CONSECUTIVE 1,000-YARD RUSHING SEASONS

Player Seasons
Emmitt Smith, Dal (1991-01) ...covoviiiiiiiiiieieeeeee e 11
Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 10

Curtis Martin, NE/NYG (1995-)
Thurman Thomas, Buf (1989-96) ..
. Eric Dickerson, LARm/Ind (1983-89) ..
Retired in 1st place

SN CPS

CONSECUTIVE 1,000-YARD SEASONS TO BEGIN CAREER

Player Seasons
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 10

3. Curtis Martin, NE/NYG (1995-) .. .9
2. Eric Dickerson, LA Ram/Ind (198 . 7

CAREER 1,500-YARD RUSHING SEASONS
Player
1. Barry Sanders (1991, 1994-97)
2. Eric Dickerson, LARam/Ind/Atl (1983-84, ‘86, ‘88).
Walter Payton, Chi (1977, 1979, 1984-85)

Seasons

4
4

CONSECUTIVE 1,500-YARD RUSHING SEASONS
Player
1. Barry Sanders (1994-97)
2. Terrell Davis, Den (1996-98)
3. Earl Campbell, Hou (1979-80)
Eric Dickerson, LARm (1983-84)
Walter Payton, Chi (1984-85) .
Emmitt Smith, Dal (1991-92) ..
O.J. Simpson, Buf (1975-76) ..
Edgerrin James, Ind (1999-00) ..
Priest Holmes, KC (2001-02)

Seasons

NNNODNODNDNN WA

SINGLE-SEASON RUSHING YARDS
Player

1. Eric Dickerson, LARm (1984) .

2. Jamal Lewis, Bal (2003)

3. Barry Sanders, Det (1997) 2,053

4. Terrell Davis, Den (1998) . 2,008

5. 0O.J. Simpson, Buf (1973) . 2,003

6

7

R

Yards

. Earl Campbell, Hou (1980) 1,934
. Barry Sanders, Det (1994) 1,883
etired in 2nd and 6th place

SINGLE-SEASON 100-YARD RUSHING GAMES

Player Games
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1997) 14
2. Eric Dickerson, LARm (1984) .. 12

Barry Foster, Pit (1992).....
Jamal Anderson, Atl (1998) ..

CAREER TD RUNS OF 50-YARDS-OR-MORE

Player TDs
1. Barry Sanders, Det (1989-98) 15
2. Jim Brown, Cle (1957-65) ......ccrueieiriciirieieieieieieieierei et 12

SINGLE-GAME RUSHING YARDS
Player

Yards

1. Jamal Lewis, Bal vs. Cle (9/14/03) ...

2. Corey Dillon, Cin vs. Den (10/22/00)

3. Walter Payton, Chi vs. Min (11/20/77) ..

4. 0O.J. Simpson, Buf at Det (11/25/76) ....

5. Shaun Alexander, Sea vs. Oak (11/11/01) ..

6. Mike Anderson, Den at NO (12/3/00) .

7. 0.J. Simpson, Buf at NE (9/16/73) . 250
8. Willie Ellison, LA vs. NO (12/5/71). . 247
9. Corey Dillon, Cin vs. Ten (12/4/97) ... . 246
10. Cookie Gilchrist, Buf vs. NYJ (12/8/63) . 243
11. Barry Sanders, Det vs. TB (11/12/94) 237

Emmitt Smith, Dal at Phi (10/31/93) .

Jim Brown, Cle vs. Phi (11/19/61) .

Jim Brown, Cle vs. LA (11/24/57)
Retired in 7th place

“He's one great back. He's better than I
was. I was never that good.”
-- Walter Payton
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( BARRY SANDERS PRESS CONFERENCE: DECEMBER 2, 2003 )

LIONS PRESIDENT AND CEO MATT MILLEN

“I would like to thank everybody for coming today. You guys probably
know him better than I do. I recognize him best from the back because
whenever we played him I was looking at the back of his uniform for
most of the day. How do you introduce the guy? Every now and then a
player comes to an organization that’s a once in a lifetime guy. To do
the things he did and the way he did them — it’s never been done like
that. In the 25 years that I’ve been

around the National Football League,

with what I wanted to do and how I wanted to say it. I’'m not a person
that just speaks about certain things in the heat of the moment. It’s
sometimes good to let time pass and be able to reflect on things. I
think that’s the best way to handle things. Given that, I know you guys
have a lot of questions. I’'m sorry it’s a little late. Bill Keenist told me
that this is the first time I’ve ever been down here.”

On whether he ever thought about
voicing his concerns to the front

I’ve never seen a better (running
back). That’s the easy stuff, the
football stuff. More importantly for
me, is to get to know him as a guy
and as a Detroit Lion. He walked
into this place quietly and walked
out the same way, quietly. In between
he did some phenomenal stuff. Barry
Sanders as a person is as good as he
was as a player. For me to watch him
and to be associated with him and to
have him associated with the Detroit
Lions is a plus for us as it is for all
of our players. We encourage every
former player to come back and be a
part. It may sound corny but you
develop something in the lock room.
There’s a camaraderie, there’s a
family kind of thing that goes on;
sometimes dysfunctional and
sometimes not. Regardless, you stick
together and you stay together and I
think once you’re in, you’re always
in. That’s the way it is with Barry
and that’s the way it will always be.
It’s a great pleasure and an honor to
talk about this guy, a hall of famer
and the best running back I’ve ever
seen bar none. If you talk to any
other running back or anybody who
played the game in this era, they’ll
tell you the same thing. So we’ve got Barry up here and he’ll do one
of his favorite things and that’s talking to you guys.”

nomination.

BARRY SANDERS

“I appreciate that Matt. I forgive you for showing up at my doorstep a
couple of years ago. First I have to say that I appreciate the Lions
organization for letting this happen. Matt, and especially Mr. Ford. |
had the chance to sit down with Mr. Ford a few days ago and get some
things off my heart and let him know that my retirement wasn’t an
indication of how I felt about him. I would like to sort of re-emerge
somehow into the organization. I felt like I should talk to him before
that happened and it was good. I would like to thank the media for
coming out. This was important to do, I felt, and I couldn’t do it
without you and the fans also. I had a great time playing here for the
most part. We had some great football fans here. Through thick and
thin, people would come out and support this team — that’s the kind of
fans that we have here in Detroit. There’s a lot of things to talk about.
It’s been a long time since I’ve talked to the media. I’ve done bits and
pieces here and there. I think it took a while to really come to terms

FORD FIELD

Barry Sanders held a press conference at Ford Field on
December 2, 2003. Sanders addressed the Detroit media
for the first time since his retirement, and spent time talking
and answering questions regarding his decision to retire,
his relationship with the Lions and his Hall of Fame

office as a player: “I thought about
it. My first priority as a player is to
play. I knew there were problems
that I thought were there. There were
certain people in the organization
not making decisions that I did have
questions about. I mentioned in my
book that Kevin Glover pulled me
aside before the 1997 season and
said that he was pretty sure he
wouldn’t be here for the 1998 season
because Chuck Schmidt was going
to see to it that he wasn’t here. When
he said it I was like, ‘what?’ I don’t
think I said much because I didn’t
think it was going to happen. When
that actually happened, I couldn’t
believe it. Who was I going to go to,
Chuck Schmidt? That was really the
dilemma. I wouldn’t blame anybody
for my retiring though. I’'m not
blaming Chuck Schmidt. I’'m just
saying that these are the things that
were going on. [ don’t want this to
be a finger-pointing session but there
were certain players that had told me
that before hand that they felt like
certain things similar to that were
happening even before that
incident.”
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On whether he would retire differently if he could do it over
again and about being booed at a Pistons basketball game at the
Palace: “I remember that day and I think it was probably about 60-
40, boos and cheers. Yeah, there were boos and I think there were
boos for a lot of different reasons. I can’t blame every media outlet
but I’m sure the way that the information was presented to fans had
something to do with those boos. It wasn’t just because I retired.
Would I do it differently? I don’t know. One thing I may have done
differently was to go to Mr. Ford and told him there are some issues
that he may want to look at. But for how I retired, it was a tough
decision that took me a long time to really come to terms with. The
way it was done may have been a little clumsy but I don’t know that it
changed anything. During my 10 years here, there were a lot of fans
that were able to see me for who I am and most of them appreciated
that. There’s nothing that I can do that’s going to change the fact —
some people are going to love you or hate you regardless. So the way [
look at this is that most people were able to just appreciate me for
who I am and the way that I played the game and I think that’s the
most important thing. Even if | had retired in a more graceful way, it
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would still have been taken the wrong way by a lot of people just
because I retired after 10 years. I think that was the most important
thing. The issue wasn’t how I retired but when I retired.”

On whether he feels he should have thanked the fans before he
disappeared: “I think I was always thankful. I didn’t say it then? I
didn’t say thank you in my retirement letter?”

On whether he should have personally thanked them: “A lot of
people that watched me play and that were here understand that I was
grateful to them. I didn’t say it personally but I don’t think that that
changes the fact that I was still thankful. A lot of people understood
that. A lot of people that I encounter say that they could care less how
I retired and that they appreciated the fact that I was here for 10 years
and that they could share in those special moments that we had here. 1
think that’s really the most important thing — what happens between
these lines.”

On whether he feels guilty for not letting the team know that he
wasn’t returning: “I could have returned Coach Ross’ phone call,
that would have been courteous and respectful but I don’t know that it
would have changed anything. My mind was pretty much made up. I
grappled with the decision and whether I was going to really do it at
the time. It’s done. At the time people didn’t know whether or not I
was serious. I think now people appreciate what I did because they
realize that it wasn’t some kind of a ploy. [ wasn’t leaving the team in
limbo because I was no longer on the team.”

On the timing of it leaving the Lions unable to compensate for his
absence in free agency so close to the 1999 season: “I should have
told them that earlier though there’s no guarantee that they could have
gotten somebody else — that’s basically speculation.”

On whether any of the stories that came out about him coming
back were credible: “None of those came from me. At no time was |
ever really considering it. I know a lot of times some of my agents
were in contact with the team, maybe trying to get a reaction to see
what could happen but it wasn’t something that was initiated by me.”

On if he’s ever thought that he could come back if he wanted and
that he still could have played: “I really don’t know if I could play.
I’m sure that after the first couple of years that I wasn’t far away from
being able to play. But five years later? I don’t know the answer to
that question.”

On whether he ever said that he would play again if the Lions
released him: “I never said that and I never told anyone to say that on
my behalf.”

On whether he’ll ever play again: “No, I don’t think so. That’s not
likely.”

On whether he ever looks back and regrets not breaking Walter
Payton’s record: “No, I’'m not the type of person that regrets
something, especially if I feel like there’s really nothing to regret.
How can I be disappointed about being second to Walter Payton and
Emmitt Smith. The 10 years that I played I played as best as I could
and I think that’s what is really important. I think the people that saw
me play realized that even though I had a flashy running style, that
there was a certain part of me that was more of a hard hat type guy; I
came to play every day, I came to work. That’s important. [

understood that Emmitt Smith would probably break the record and I
understood that I was 1,400-1,500 yards away from Walter Payton but
at that time I knew that I just didn’t have it in me anymore to continue
and that was really the most important thing. Football is a very
passionate game. Even though outwardly I wasn’t passionate,
internally I was. What happened on the field mattered to me. That’s
really what’s important. That’s what I focused on: how lucky I was to
be able to play 10 years for the team that I did and enjoy the success
that I had.”

On whether he would participate in a ceremony to retire his
jersey number: “That’s one of the things that I spoke with Matt and
Mr. Ford about. We’re going to look to do something next year. Yeah,
I’ll be here.”

On his response to those who say that the only reason he’s coming
out to have this news conference is to promote and sell his book:
“I would say a lot of things. I would say that that’s probably true. It’s
not totally and completely for the sake of enterprise. There were
companies that wanted me to do the book a certain way and say things
that weren’t necessarily true to make it more interesting. You can
imagine that I had many opportunities to do that. I took my time in
doing this. I wrote with a buddy that I grew up with, Mike
McCormick. Mike approached me probably in 1996 or 1997 to do
something and I just said that I wasn’t ready to do a book. He brought
it up another time and I wanted to let some time pass to really be
considerate in what I said. I worked on this for a year-and-a-half, two
years. That’s what you do when you write a book. Trust me, if it was
truly for the sake of enterprise I could have done it a lot of different
ways that would have been a lot more interesting but not necessarily
reflect who I am.”

On what he’s been doing the last five years: “I’m involved with a
small bank in Oklahoma — I go back there a lot. I’m on the board and
a major shareholder. I got married three years ago. I have a two-year-
old son and I have another one on the way in February. I play a little
golf every now and then. I travel. I do a card show here and there and
usually make sure that I’'m by the TV on Sunday so that I can watch
the games Saturday and Sunday.”

On the likelihood of being elected to the Pro Football Hall of
Fame: “When [ think about the Hall of Fame, I think of the history of
the game and the impact that the game has on our culture. To be a part
of something like that is far beyond what I ever imagined. It’s a true
privilege for me to be recognized in that group.”

On whether he would show up at the induction ceremony in
Canton, Ohio: “You have to be joking. Would I show up? I’'m sure I
won’t have anything on my schedule that day that will prevent me
from going down there.”

On why he didn’t show up for his induction to the Michigan
Sports Hall of Fame: “I was in Oklahoma and doing some business
there. I didn’t know if I was going to be able to get back here
(Detroit). I felt it was more important to be there at the time. I wish I
could have made it, but that was pretty much it. I wasn’t here. I think I
heard some reports that said I was here somewhere. That simply is not
true.”

On keeping a low public profile during his career: “I think at the
end of the day, you are who you are. I think for me I’m most
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comfortable letting my hair down, what little I have, with people that I
know and trust. In a lot of ways I never felt that I was necessarily
good at dealing with the media. I think certain things happened. I
think sometimes maybe I didn’t communicate myself well enough.
Also I think certain things maybe were printed or said that I thought
were not true and didn’t reflect who I was and so I think it was a lot of
things. I never
underestimated or tried to
underestimate the
significance of the media. I
think it is significant but |
just think for me that I tried
and worked hard at it but
never became that good at
really dealing with it.”

On retiring and the later
years of his career: “A lot
of it was that. I couldn’t have
left after my second year. I
knew toward my seventh,
eighth and ninth season that I
was thinking about leaving.
Like I said before, the game
has to mean something to
you. It made it easy for me to
leave when certain things
happened in the organization
and I don’t blame anyone for
that. I feel that I am a type of
person that can really adapt
to certain situations, but
when you lose your desire to
play, I don’t think you should
be on the field.”

On why he has not been to

a game since Matt Millen became involved with the Lions: “A lot
of it was because there was some uneasiness about me with the
organization and some things that I had to get over myself. I didn’t
really feel comfortable about coming around. Matt (Millen) would
call me occasionally and I know he just wanted to have a genuine
exchange, and that made me feel a little bit more comfortable. A lot of
it was that I had to get to a point where I could do it, where I felt
comfortable enough to come around just because of how negative it
was. A lot of it, I brought on myself. But I still had to get a point
where I felt comfortable enough to come around. For the most part, |
like watching the games on TV.”

On whether he plans on attending a game in the future: “I am
going to try to get down here this year for a game.”

On if he would like to have a role with the team in the future:
“I’m open to it. They have extended an invitation and along with the
last question, I had to get to a point where I felt comfortable with
some sort of arrangement. That is something that I’'m open to.”

On how it feels to be here today answering these questions: “It’s
good. I think it is important. I’m not one really to duck and dodge. If
someone approaches me with a question, I normally answer it. But if [
feel that I want to stay out of the way and stay away from it, it’s not
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Prior to the Lions’ 2003 season finale on December 28, Sanders met up
with Lions Owner and Chairman William Clay Ford and President and
CEO Matt Millen. It was the first time Sanders attended a game since the
Lions played at Baltimore, December 27, 1998, the final game of his playing
career. “I’m excited to be here,” said Sanders. “I didn’t expect to see all the
wonderful people I used to see often, but it’s good. It’s nice. It feels a little
different. I’'m glad to be here.” Sanders also went on to say, “I mended
fences. That’s why I think it’s important that I came to a game.”

because I’m just hiding, it’s because I don’t have anything to say.
When the time comes, I’ll answer any question.”

On whether he knew he played his last game in the NFL: “I knew
before that day that it was a good chance that I wouldn’t return.”

On why he waited until the
eve of training camp to
announce his retirement:
“As you know, by the fact
that we are here talking
about it, that it was a
monumental decision. At
times, I wasn’t sure if I was
willing to go through with it,
honestly. I knew that is what
I felt I needed to do. It took
me a while to come to terms
with exactly how [ was
going to do it.”

On whether the timing of
the announcement was
related to hard feelings
toward the Lions: “No. No
it wasn’t. I wasn’t trying to
put them in a bad situation. I
think that shows where my
mind was at the time. I was
only thinking about me and
it was sort of selfish in that
way. In a lot of ways I feel
that once you leave the
stadium and step outside the
white lines, you have a right
to be selfish. You are not
committing a crime. In a lot
of ways it just really had to do with me really trying to come to terms
with how it was going to happen. ..... It wasn’t strategic in trying to
wreck the Lions’ season.”
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On possibly entering the Hall of Fame: “It’s wonderful to be in a
position where you are going to be recognized and singled out at this
level of the game when you consider all the players that have played
the game. I think about the players that I watched at home as a kid
that impacted me and to be able to have other kids and individuals be
able to witness certain things that I did that impacted them is
tremendous.”

On the transition from Wayne Fontes to Bobby Ross and if he
keeps in touch with some of his former teammates:

“I think I’m always the type of person that gives someone a chance. I
think a lot of us had to get over ourselves once Wayne (Fontes) was
gone, but I think Coach Ross came in and proved to be a good coach.
One of the things that I always wondered, for somebody who worked
as hard as Coach Ross and cared so much about the game, certain
decisions that were made — I don’t know what part he played in Kevin
Glover leaving. To have someone who knew so much about the game
and allow a scenario like that to take place, but I talked to a couple
guys. I talked to Kevin. I talked to William White a lot, Ron Rivers
and guys like that.”
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On whether he left because he lost the desire to play or was
frustrated with the team’s progress toward a Super Bowl: “Some
of the things that occur over the life of being in this business can take
a toll on you just because of the nature of the business. A lot of it just
had to do with my own individual issues and where [ wanted to go
with my life. There are no guarantees if I was sent somewhere else,
especially with the parity of the league. That is just something that
came from my own decision and where I was going with my future.”

On the type of role he would like to be involved with if he
returned to the organization: “I think probably for starters, some of
the community stuff. I know the NFL itself has started an initiative
where they go in and established a relationship with youth football. I
think there are a number of things like that but it won’t be coaching or
anything like that.”

On whether his mind is at ease after coming home to the
organization: “I think so because in a certain way, now that I really
think about it, it is probably good that I did the book because I’m not
sure when and if something like this would have occurred. That is not
good for me to say, but I can’t think of any other scenario where
something like this would have happened. I think it is good and I think
in a certain sense it does lift a burden. It is very significant that it
happened and I’m looking forward to the future.”

On whether the signing of Mitchell was the beginning of bad
decision making: “I’ll let you guys blame Scott Mitchell. I’ll never
blame Scott Mitchell and that decision. I think a lot had to do with
free agency. It was a free agency issue. The gentleman mentioned
earlier that we were about .500, but I do think we did sort of restore
some credibility. I think my first two years we missed the playoffs and
the next eight years we made it five of eight times. I don’t even
remember exactly when Scott Mitchell got here. I’1l let you guys
blame Scott.”

On whether he thought he offended his teammates when he
retired prior to training camp: “I’m sure that you guys know that
some of my teammates were offended. I can respect that. A lot of
things in this business probably offend you. By the way, there was no
attempt on my part to offend them. I am sorry if I did, but I do think
that those same teammates will understand that with the type of game
this is, if your heart is not in it to play, you shouldn’t be out there. A
lot of those guys, I have shared great moments with. I cared about
them as well. It was just something that I had to do.”

On the difficulty of leaving before winning a Super Bowl: “It was
monumental because when we left that locker room in Jacksonville, I
got to my locker and I just broke down. It hurt because I knew I was
leaving something that had taken me to places that [ would have never
been able to go. It was one of the toughest decisions of my life and
probably one of the toughest decisions I’ll ever have to make. It did
hurt. It hurt a lot. In a lot of ways, it still hurts. That was a decision
that I knew I had to make. It’s in the past. I can’t think of anything
that has come close to that and I knew that it would be taken a lot of
different ways. But I think for the most part, people that know me
understand that I never did anything with malicious intent.

“That is a realistic element of the game. Who knows what would have
happened. We may have gone backward or forward. That is one of the
unknowns of playing whether you play one year or 20 years.”

On whether he lost weight:”Yes. I’ve lost about 10 pounds since
then.”

On what he thinks of the Lions team and direction they are
headed: “I see a team that is relatively young and speaking of this
season, a team that plays hard. It is a team that may be one or two big
plays away from a lot of wins this year and the last couple of years.
They have a coach in there that they respect, it looks like. If they
continue to play the way they have and they fill some key spots, I
think they should be OK.”

On whether watching the games brings back his passion and
desire to play again: “What I experience sometimes watching the
games, you see a play and I’ll sometimes wonder what I would have
done in that situation. Nothing necessarily that would prompt me to
want to go back out there. I will say for me, there is nothing like
football. There is nothing like standing on the sideline while they are
playing the National Anthem and you are about to go out there. That is
an unmatched feeling. Every retired player, even though they may not
necessarily wants to jump back on the field, it is something that is
special.”

On whether his retirement has affected his legacy: “One of the
things that is hard for me to do is perceive myself, that is more your
job. I think it will be interesting to see what happens. I have a certain
set of values and part of that says as long as you try to be respectful of
others and don’t do anything that is harmful to anyone else
emotionally or physically, then you have to wonder if you are really
doing something wrong. Like I said before, people that like me are
going to like me and people that don’t will find a way not to. I’m sure
that it did affect some peoples’ perception of me, but when you get
down to it and see who I am and how I competed - It would be
interesting to see what those same people expect out of an individual.
You can’t argue about what a person does on the field.”

On what went into the title of his book: “When you’re in this arena,
this business, it’s hard sometimes to really get a hold on who an
individual is. In a lot of ways, when you open it up, it’s showing you
some of those forces that shape me and why I am the way I am. I think
that sort of went into the naming of the book.”

On who would play him in a movie: “I’m not sure how I would be
portrayed — we’ll see. My friend, Shaun Jordan, he’ll probably play
me in a movie.”

On whether it bothered him that his last NFL carry was for a loss
and that he was wearing the blue pants: “My last carry I lost
yards? Yes, that does upset me. I didn’t know that. That’s not a good
way to go out. I always liked the blue pants. I thought they were sort
of fashionable.”

On whether he likes the Lions’ throwback jerseys: “Yes, the
throwbacks are great.”

Closing remarks: “Thanks for giving me the opportunity. It’s
something that I’ve been meaning to happen. I think through my
experiences here, that I had good interactions with you. I appreciate
you all giving me a chance to get some things off my chest. You guys
may see me around here in the future.”
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( FROM THE QUOTE FILE: QUOTES FROM SANDERS’ PLAYING DAYS )

“Jim Brown was a great back because he had speed, tremendous power. You look at the Juice (O.J. Simpson), he had tremendous stop-and-
go, cutting ability. Look at Walter Payton, he probably didn’t have the speed some of these guys had, but he had tremendous power. Look at
Emmitt Smith — and look at our guy. Our guy has the best vision of anybody I’ve ever seen. Our guy has great ability stopping and going. Our
guy has great quickness, our guy has excellent power and better than that, I keep saying this, he’s a great person. He’s very team-oriented. I feel
blessed to have a guy like Barry Sanders on this team. Barry would go into a game and run the ball just five times and you say, ‘Barry, how are
you?’ He’d say, ‘“We won, didn’t we?’ With Barry, that’s all that counts. He doesn’t concern himself with individual accomplishments like some
other guys.The guy is phenomenal. He’s the best runner that’s ever touched a football. If anybody thinks he isn’t, then they’re not watching
football.”

-- Wayne Fontes, former head coach, Detroit Lions

“He’s the best. I said something last night, and I meant it. The guy upstairs has got a plan. He had a plan to make Einstein, he had a plan to
make the guy that invented this and a guy that invented that. And he made Barry the way he is; he said, this is a football player. If he’s going to
make another one, he’s going to have to come down and get this mold. There isn’t a a guy better.”

-- Wayne Fontes, former head coach, Detroit Lions

“I’ve been fortunate to be around some good backs over the years, but Barry is truly special. He is the player who truly keeps you on the edge of
your seat. If I was voting--and this is no offense to Jim Brown--I would vote Barry Sanders the best running back of all time.”
-- Jimmy Johnson, former head coach, Dallas Cowboys & Miami Dolphins

“When you defend against Barry you have to start by finding him. Then you have to tackle with good technique. If you try to blast him,
chances are he’ll spin out of it, and you’ll end up looking a little silly.”
-- Mike Singletary, former all-pro linebacker, Chicago Bears

“He’s in a class by himself. He’s so quick.”
-- Emmitt Smith, all-pro running back, Dallas Cowboys & Arizona Cardinals

“Barry can flat out embarrass anyone.”
-- Chris Spielman, former linebacker, Detroit Lions

“Until you actually coach a guy and see him every day, you don’t really know. He is easily the most explosive guy, with the greatest
acceleration and greatest vision, of anybody I’ve seen.”
-- Bobby Ross, former head coach, Detroit Lions

“Can stop and go ... cut on a dime and give you change.”
-- Dick Butkus, former linebacker, Chicago Bears

“God only put one pair of feet like that on a human being.”
-- Fritz Shurmur, former defensive coordinator, Green Bay Packers

“Barry Sanders is the only guy who can go east and west at the same speed at the same time.
-- Dwayne Rudd, linebacker, Minnesota Vikings, Cleveland Browns & Tampa Bay Buccaneers

“I’ve been on the other side of trying to tackle Barry. It’s not a fun thing. Everyone who goes in preparing for the Lions has to try and stop
Barry. You have to mentally and verbally prepare for it. With the players we have on the other side with our offense, that is just going to open up
holes for Barry to do what he does best. What I’ve been able to see now that I play with the Lions is that Barry works really hard. If you look at
his preparation before a game and look at that he never takes a play off in practice, that is a scary thing for defenses.”

-- Mark Carrier, former safety, Detroit Lions

“There have been many times when I knew I had him, when I knew it was about to be one of those tackles where the guy is just going to get
his clock cleaned by me. And I tackled air.”
-- Bill Bates, former safety, Dallas Cowboys

“His legs go in 14 different directions at one time. Then he stops, but usually you don’t.”
-- Tim Goad, former nose tackle, Cleveland Browns



