Joseph 
Episode 7: Take the Higher Ground 
(Gen 49:29 - Gen 50:26)
Why did we choose Joseph?
· Season of life (young adulthood) generates a thirst for meaning and purpose.
· Our thirst for meaning leads to an intense conflict due to the presence of societal expectations e.g. economic necessity
· Joseph was a natural choice as he led a life that was God-Centred and adventurous!

What have we learnt?
	Episode
	Scripture Ref
	Main Theme

	Dare to Dream
	Gen 37
	Betrayal

	From Penthouse to Prison
	Gen 39
	Injustice

	From Prison to Palace
	Gen 40 – 41
	Success

	The Wounded Healer
	Gen 41:50 – Gen 42
	Reconciliation

	Facing the Music of the Past
	Gen 43 - 45
	

	Life Begins at 130
	Gen 46:1 – 47:12
	Change

	Take the Higher Ground
	Gen 49:29 – 50:26
	Death


A life of faith will always be original and adventurous!!!
Background
The last chapter of Genesis gives us a window into the issues that are close to the hearts of Jacob and Joseph as they live out their winter years. It shows us their supernatural peace as well as confidence in God’s promise of the coming exodus.

It is important to have the right perspective towards death because it is impossible to live well until we first know how to die well.

Therefore, the aim of today’s study is to help us examine how our eternal hope in Christ can overcome our fear of death and how that very hope can help us to live a more meaningful life.
Imagine for a moment…

You have just returned from a routine medical check-up and the doc has diagnosed you with last-stage cancer, effectively condemning you to the last 2 months of your life. As you soak in the reality of your impending death, what would be the one thing that would be foremost on your mind?
Where O Death, is your sting?
1. Most people exhibit the common response of fear and denial when faced with the reality of death. Why do you think death holds so much power over so many people?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
2. In contrast, both Jacob and Joseph were very frank with regard to their deaths and gave clear instructions about their burials. (Gen 49:29-32 & Gen 50:24-25) What do you think gave them courage and strength to face death so calmly?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
3. The burial instructions that both Jacob and Joseph gave showed that they were primarily preoccupied with God’s promise that the Israelites will return to Canaan one day. Why do you think that particular promise means so much to the both of them?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
4. As Christians living in modern day Singapore, how can our faith help us cope with the reality of death?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Take the Higher Ground
Ravi Zacharias makes the following observation in his classic work, “Can Man Live Without God?” 

If there is no life beyond the grave, then life is defined only in terms of “What makes me happy,” or “Do whatever you feel is right: since there is no “why” to life itself. On the other hand, if there is life beyond the grave, then life must be defined from that vantage point and the central question becomes “What is it right to feel?” On the basis of that knowledge, the doing ensues.
Can Man Live Without God, Pg 113
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5. Read 2 Cor 5:1-10. What analogies does Paul use to describe our present life and the life that is to come? (vs 1-5) What is the difference between the two?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

6. Do you long to be clothed with your ‘heavenly dwelling’? Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
7. Since we will one day inherit our heavenly dwellings, how then should we live our earthly lives? (vs 6-10)
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
8. What are the two reasons that Paul lists down as the main driving force of his ministry? (vs 11-15)
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
9. Read 2 Cor 5:16-. In light of the eternal hope that we have in Christ Jesus, what two things are we told to do with regards to those around us?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Key Takeaway
· Our eternal hope in Christ can help us overcome the fear of death and inject a new dimension into our earthly lives
Take the Higher Ground











Meaninglessness + Disappointment





What are we to do?  - Power, fame, achievement, success





What makes me happy?


- self-fulfillment





Meaning + Purpose





What are we to do? 


-Lead a holy and righteous life





Why are we here?


– Live for God





Life beyond the grave








