GRADUATE BIBLE STUDY




 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

INTRODUCTION

Questions for preliminary discussion in small groups: (Note: the answers for the 3 questions below are not model answers, but summary of general opinions from the group…)
How do you feel when you see the word “doctrines”? Do you feel interested or intimidated?

1. => Most people are in-between the two extreme positions…
2. Why do you think there is such a low level of interest in Christian doctrines in most Christian circles today?

=> seek emotional experience more than truth, comfort zone, irrelevant, thought doctrines are for elite group of individual.

3. Do you think it is important to have a good grasp of Christian doctrines? Why or why not?

=> Yes. Improve relationship with God. Necessary for spiritual maturity. In order to think rightly about God (see below)…

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO THINK RIGHTLY ABOUT GOD?

1. To conceive of God other than he really is amounts to idolatry.

"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Exodus 20:4-6

You can worship God only to the extent that you understand him correctly.


2. We tend to move towards and become our mental image of God.

They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. 

2 Kings 17:15
But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell; they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them.

Psalm 115:4-8

3. How you live is ultimately dependent on your understanding of God.

4. Thinking right thoughts about God brings great joy to the enlightened person.


ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

1. God is Trinity
God is one in Essence, but he exists as 3 co-equal, co-eternal Persons, each having the whole divine essence.

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."

Mark 1:9-11

 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:14
The Hebrew word for "God" is the word El or Elohim. 

Elohim is the plural form of El. The plural form is used 2607 of the 2845 times the word "God" is used in the Old Testament. Not only is the word for God usually used in the plural form, but several verses refer to God as "Us":

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

Genesis 1:26

Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever" 

Genesis 3:22

"Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 

Genesis 11:7

Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

 Isaiah 6:8

Not only is the plurality of God found in the Old Testament, but the members of the trinity are also defined. Several Old Testament verses tell us that God is our Father. Some examples are:

· Deuteronomy 32:6

· Psalms 89:26

· Isaiah 9:6

· Isaiah 63:16

· Isaiah 64:8

· Jeremiah 3:4

· Jeremiah 3:19
The Son, Jesus Christ, is also found in the Old Testament:

· Psalms 2:7

· Psalms 2:12

· Proverbs 30:4

· Daniel 7:13-14

The third member of the trinity of God, The Holy Spirit, is also found extensively in the Old Testament:

	Genesis 1:2
	1 Samuel 11:6
	Psalms 106:33
	Ezekiel 3:24

	Genesis 6:3
	1 Samuel 16:13
	Psalms 139:7
	Ezekiel 8:3

	Exodus 31:3
	1 Samuel 16:14
	Psalms 143:10
	Ezekiel 11:1

	Exodus 35:31
	1 Samuel 19:20
	Isaiah 11:2
	Ezekiel 11:5

	Numbers 11:17
	1 Samuel 19:23
	Isaiah 30:1
	Ezekiel 11:24

	Numbers 11:25
	2 Samuel 23:2
	Isaiah 32:15
	Ezekiel 36:27

	Numbers 11:26
	1 Kings 18:12
	Isaiah 34:16
	Ezekiel 37:1

	Numbers 11:29
	1 Kings 22:24
	Isaiah 40:13
	Ezekiel 37:14

	Numbers 24:2
	2 Kings 2:16
	Isaiah 42:1
	Ezekiel 39:29

	Numbers 27:18
	1 Chronicles 12:18
	Isaiah 44:3
	Ezekiel 43:5

	Judges 3:10
	2 Chronicles 15:1
	Isaiah 48:16
	Joel 2:28

	Judges 6:34
	2 Chronicles 18:23
	Isaiah 59:21
	Joel 2:29

	Judges 11:29
	2 Chronicles 20:14
	Isaiah 61:1
	Micah 2:7

	Judges 13:25
	2 Chronicles 24:20
	Isaiah 63:10
	Micah 3:8

	Judges 14:6
	Nehemiah 9:20
	Isaiah 63:11
	Haggai 2:5

	Judges 14:19
	Nehemiah 9:30
	Isaiah 63:14
	Zechariah 4:6

	Judges 15:14
	Job 33:4
	Ezekiel 2:2
	Zechariah 7:12

	1 Samuel 10:6
	Psalms 51:11
	Ezekiel 3:12
	Zechariah 12:10

	1 Samuel 10:10
	Psalms 104:30
	Ezekiel 3:14
	Malachi 2:15


Finally, some of the verses in the bible include all members of the trinity (Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 48:16, and Isaiah 61:1). Therefore, the Old Testament does reveal the Christian concept of the Godhead, with God being one God, consisting of three persons.

Christianity believes in Monotheism: Belief in the existence of one deity (or oneness) of God.

Christianity also believes in the doctrine of trinity known as Trinitarianism. 

Contrast the above with these ideas:

a. Polytheism: Belief that there are many gods, thus denying that God is one in essence.

b. Pantheism: Belief that god is everything and everything is god, thus denying the distinct personalities of God. (e.g. new age)
c. Sabellianism: Father, Son and Holy Spirit are but different manifestations of the one same God, and He appears at different times as different persons.

d. Arianism: The Son and the Spirit are God but not co-equal or co-eternal with the Father.

Is this position supported by John 14:28?

No.

Jesus had a dual nature: Jesus (man); Christ (divine/God)…

In John 14:28, Jesus said the statement from the position of the “Son of Man” rather than the “Son of God”. 

To put it simply…God the Father is greater than Jesus the man, (but “equal” to Christ the Son).

“Equal” here refers to equal in nature, but not necessarily mean equal in role, responsibilities and the ”line of command”. (To be covered in Part II) 


What is wrong with the following 2 illustrations often used in an attempt to describe the Trinity?

· Egg shell, egg white, egg yolk

Each are just part of an egg. The whole egg is not found in either the egg shell, the egg white or egg yolk…so not one in essence.

· Water in gas, liquid and solid states

 Chemically made up of the same substance, H2O! The 3 states are therefore just manifestation of the same substance at difference environmental conditions (such as temperature and pressure) => so they are not distinct substance! 

God is, however, 3 distinct Person, not manifestation of the same person at different time and place…. 

APPLICATION

What are some practical implications of the Trinity?

A. 
Love

___
God enjoyed his own company so much 




he made us

B. 
Community
___
Two is not enough

C. 
Diversity in Unity
We can be different yet the same

2. God is Infinite
God is not limited by anyone else or anything else, and he cannot be measured in any way.

But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.

1 Kings 8:27
The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does not oppress.

Job 37:23
According to particle physics and relativity, at least 10 dimensions of space existed at the creation of the universe. Three of these dimensions (plus time) formed the space-time manifold that we can directly observe. The other six of these dimensions exist within the universe as incredibly “compact dimensions of space”. God must be able to operate in all of those ten dimensions plus more in order to have created the universe. (See Hebrews 11: 3)

How does God’s infinity necessarily mean that there can only be one God?

By definition, infinite means boundless, endless, ultimate or limit. Two infinite person / object will contradict itself… 

E.g., if two objects are both infinite (ultimate), then by knowing the other “ultimate” exists mean the first “ultimate” cannot be “ultimate” in the first place…as it contradicts its own definition (of ultimate).
What does God’s infinity imply about his existence?

God is self-existent – before creation and beyond the universe (which is ultimately “finite” even though it is extremely large). An infinity (God), by definition, has no beginning and no ending.

The God of the Bible is described as Omnipotent. If God were confined to three dimensions of space and one dimension of time, then He could be in only one place at one time. A three-dimensional God would not have the ability to see through walls (Can you?) and could not know what happens outside of his sight.

A three dimensional God would be unable to hear all of our prayers, since He could not be everywhere at once. In addition, a three dimensional God could not perform any of the signs and miracles of the Bible, since He would be confined to the laws of physics of our three-dimensional universe, which make no allowance for miracles.
Illustration: Mr Flat and Mrs Flat

APPLICATION

Although we can never know God 100%, we can love/trust God 100% according to what we already know of Him. (Deuteronomy 6: 5)

3. God is all-powerful
God is without bounds or limit in ability.

Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."

 Revelation 4:8

Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

Revelation 19:6

Omnipotent = almighty = all powerful

Some Biblical examples:

· There is nothing too hard for God

· see Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:27; Matthew 19:26

· God keeps gracious covenant and fulfills all His promises 

· see Luke 1:36,37; 2 Timothy 2:13; Heb 6:18

· God has the power to save

· see Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:24

Does God’s omnipotence mean that he can sin or create a being greater than Himself?

There is a flaw in the question itself. This is as good as saying can you construct a circle with corner? (i.e. it is impossible to construct, by definition!!)

By definition of omnipotence there is nothing constructible (by God or anyone) that can be greater than God. To put it simply, if God can create something greater than Himself, then God will not be the greatest in the first place. (Just like two infinite beings cannot exist together, two omnipotent beings cannot exist together…because it contradicts in terms!)

As for sin, God is “restricted” by His own character/will. Since God is Holy and righteous, He cannot sin against Himself… 

To stretch this idea further, the idea of “sin” is ultimately defined by God to address mankind who chose to do their own way rather than following God, so God is not restricted by “sin” (by definition which only applies to mankind). 

(e.g. if I define “sin” such that if my dog urinates in my house, then the dog is “sinning” against me…this definition of sin does not restrict me from urinating around my house myself…since in the first place the house belongs to me anyway and I can do whatever I want!) 

Can you now see why God is not sinning when He “destroyed” mankind through the flood and other events, even though murder is a sin for mankind? (See the ten commandments)

4. God is love
This means love is God’s nature / language / character / definition.

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

1 John 4:8-10

To tell God not to love is like forming a 4-sided triangle 

=> i.e. it contradicts it’s own definition…

There are many meaning of the word “love” in the Hebrew language:

A. Eros___________ : Sexual love

B. Phileo_________: Natural affection

C. Philadelphia___: Brotherly love

D. Storge_________: Natural affection between relatives

E. Agape________: Unconditional love, divine love

· When we say that God is “love”, the word we use here is “agape” love.

· Agape love is divine, i.e. God’s love towards us. 

· It is not a result of natural affection. In fact, agape love contains connotation of moral goodwill, respect, principle or duty…

· It means to love undeservingly, despite disappointment and rejection.

How did God show His divine love to us?

· God forgave our sins and offered practical helps in our lives

· see Matthew 11:2-5; Luke 4:18

· God’s ultimate love to us was to send Jesus on the Cross

· See John 3:16; Romans 5:8

5. God is all-wise
Wisdom forms a central part of the nature of God.
“Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.” 

Psalm 147:5

"Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.

Daniel 2:20
Wisdom ≠ Intelligence

The Lord gives wisdom, knowledge and understanding.(Proverbs 2:6)


Therefore, all wisdom is ultimately rooted and grounded in God.

Some Biblical examples:

· With wisdom, God created the universe

· See Proverbs 3:19

· With wisdom, God created human beings

· See Psalm 104:24

· God’s wisdom is different from the human wisdom

· See James 3:17-18

Why is it important to us that God is all powerful, all loving, and all wise? 

What would be the difference to us if God is:

All loving and all wise but not all powerful?

=> God may not able to help us in our crisis.

All wise and all powerful but not all loving?

=> God may not want to help us in our crisis.

All powerful and all loving but not all wise?

=> God may not know the best way to help us in our crisis.

APPLICATION

What does knowing the 3 attributes of God mean to us?

…God is all powerful

· To know nothing is impossible with God (Gen 18:14; Matt 19:26)

· To give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess 5:16-18)

· To know that God has a plan and a future for us (Jer 29:11)

…God is all loving

· To love God with our heart, soul, mind, body and strength (Deut 6:5)

· To love one another sacrificially (1 John 3:16)

· To know nothing can separate us from God’s love (Rom 8:38-39)

· To understand what is love and do likewise (1 Cor 13)

…God is all wise

· To fear the Lord (Prov 9:10)

· To pray for one another to receive spiritual wisdom (Col 1:9)

· To preach the good news with God’s wisdom (1 Cor 1:21)

SOME OTHER ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Self-existent___: 
God is the only Being who is totally independent and who has no origin.

Transcendant__:
God is above and beyond, and not part of creation.

Immutable____:
God is forever constant and never changes.

Omnipresent__:
God is everywhere at all times.

Omniscient____:
God knows everything.

Just___________:
God always judges perfectly and righteously.

Mercy_________:
God deals with us with great compassion.

Sovereign_____:
God rules over all creation and never loses control.


Can you think of any other attributes of God?

e.g. faithful, eternal, gracious…and Holy (explain below)…

6. God is Holy
Did you notice that holiness was not included in the above list? What comes to your mind when the holiness of God is mentioned?


The word “Holy” often mentioned three times.

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."

Isaiah 6:3

Notice that the bible never says God is love, love, love or justice, justice, justice or wisdom, wisdom, wisdom, but only that God is holy, holy, holy. Why do you think this is so?

WHAT IS HOLINESS?

The primary idea of holiness is not moral goodness, though it is part of holiness.

The primary idea of holiness is not that God is set apart from us, though it is part of holiness.

Holiness is simply who God is. It is the most all-encompassing description humans can conceive of to describe God.

APPLICATION

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

1 Peter 1:15-16

What does the bible means by saying “Be holy, because I am holy”?

Since holiness is ultimately refers to God, “be holy” means to become more and more like God.

Praying and reading His word are necessary means to be more and more like God. 

Also we can “be holy” by having a right view of God and a growing relationship with Him. This is the ultimate reason why studying Christian doctrine is so important! 




NATURE OF GOD – Part 1





The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him.			A.W. Tozer





Only to sit and think of God, Oh what a joy it is! To think the thought, to breathe the name, Earth has no higher bliss.


			Frederick W. Faber








The Nicene Creed


We believe in one God, the Father almighty, Maker of all things


visible and invisible;





And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten from the


Father. God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God.


Begotten, not made. Being of one substance with the Father, by


whom all things were made, things in heaven and on earth, who


because of us men and because of our salvation came down and


became incarnate, becoming man, suffered and rose again on


the third day, ascended to the heavens and will come to judge 


the living and the dead.





And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeded


from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and Son together


is worshipped and glorified.





To say God is holy is like saying that water is wet.
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