Conversational Evangelism
1. Why are we doing conversational evangelism?
· Not always possible to give a presentation

· A presentation can be too top-down
· Conversations are better at sieving out heart issues

2. Conversations tend to be…
Reciprocal
· Ask questions…“What did you do last weekend?” “How about you?”

· Flow back and forth
Resonance
· Seek common ground

Because conversations are open-ended, there is no awkward silence when the conversation ends and you can pick up where you left off.

3. What can we do?

3.1 Prayer Evangelism
While having conversations, pray in your heart for opportunities to pray for your friend. When an opportunity arises (you hear about a struggle, relationship problem, health issue, etc.) Simply say, “Would you mind if I pray for you?” or “I would like to pray for you. Is that OK?”

Barriers:

· “What if the person won’t let me pray?”
99% will. Don’t get hung up on the improbable 1%

· “What if the prayer isn’t answered?!”
If your title isn’t “God,” then don’t worry about it. Our job is to obey in faith. God is the one who does the prayer answering.

· “What if people start staring at me?!”

Don’t worry, this is FEP, if you can’t pray here, you won’t be able to pray anywhere else.

If you are worried about the mechanics of the prayer and/or the prayer not being answered, this is a sign that you are focusing on yourself and you are taking on responsibility that only God can bear.

Open doors

· Singapore is a society that believes in prayer, so it is rare to be rejected. Singapore like prayer!

· “What if God answers the prayer?” 

Try to focus on God and what will happen if He chooses to answer. When your friend has a real-life experience with God, there will be more openness the next time you meet

· “What if the prayer isn’t answered?”

Sure, God still may not choose to answer at this moment, but you obeyed, and showed love and concern for your friend. Most likely, your friend will feel a great sense of love and care and will thank you for praying. So you see, prayer in this way is a no-can-lose-situation.

3.2 Partner Evangelism
The goal is to give your partner the opportunity to speak. Pretend that you are giving an interview and you want your partner to answer to your non-believing audience. Your partner will do the same for you and the result will be a fun conversation and your non-believing friend will get to hear everything you both said—even though you weren’t necessarily talking to him/her directly.

Example questions to your believing partner

· How long have you been in this group?

· Why did you decide to join this group?

· Are your parents Christians? 

· When did you become a Christian?

· Why did you decide to become a Christian? (this is asking for a testimony)

· How did your parents/siblings/friends react? Weren’t you afraid?

· How have you changed since becoming a Christian?

Remember the principle of reciprocation? Any of these questions can easily be asked right back after answering. Just say back to your partner after answering, “How about you?...”

Incidentally, this is not intended to look like a tennis match for your non-believing friend, with only the two believers doing all the talking. Many of the above questions can be asked to the non-believer as well. Ask innocently (e.g., “Are your parents Christians?” “Why did you decide to join this club?” etc…

A good conversation brings in everyone. So you can also ask at the appropriate times, “How do you think your parents would react if you became a Christian?” Questions like this also open the door to understanding hidden barriers.

Lastly, when our goal is to help our partner share a testimony or the gospel, it takes the pressure off of witnessing. Another dynamic is that it creates a humble atmosphere for evangelism that allows the Holy Spirit to work, as opposed to a competitive style that says, “Hey, this is my chance to share to help me hit my faith goal!!!”

It is one of the greatest joys to watch God set up an opportunity to explain the gospel and to be able to say to your partner, “Why don’t you explain to your friend how he/she can have a relationship with Jesus?” Then just sit back, pray, and know in your heart that the Spirit is moving to help train the next generation of spiritual multipliers..

3.3 Proclaimation

All of the above have been about the “approach,” but the 3 Questions is designed to take you from approach to sharing the gospel. Here are the 3 questions:
1. When you hear the words, “Christian” or “Christianity,” what images come to mind?

2. Are these images good, bad, in between?

3. Let’s say a friend of yours wants to become a Christian and he/she comes to you to ask for your advice on how to actually become a Christian. What would you say? How would you explain it?

Resist making this into a presentation. Keep it conversational and fun! When you ask the first question, allow the person to ramble a bit and help the rambling. For example, many people talk about Christmas so you can playfully ask, “Did you believe in Santa?” “Do you still believe in Santa?!” “What are some good memories of Christmas for you?” etc. Make it fun.

For the second question, there isn’t much to talk about. It will either be a Positive or Negative situation with 99.9% saying it is positive. You can of course ask, “What about Christianity is positive or attractive to you?”

The last question is very important. Allow the person to think. Do not jump in too soon. If he looks stumped, say, “Yup, this is a hard question, any ideas at all?” Many will say, “Read the Bible?” or “Go to church?” Affirm the answers by saying, “You know, a lot of people think that, but—I’m sorry—that’s not the right answer.” 

When the person finally gives up, kindly console the person by saying,

“Don’t worry. That was a hard question that almost no one knows the answer to.”

At this point—assuming the person you are talking to enjoyed himself—you have a softened heart that is ready to hear the gospel. So follow up by saying…

“It’s very interesting. Almost everyone has a clear image of Christianity and almost everyone (almost 100%) has a positive image or feeling towards Christianity. (I notice that most girls wear cross jewelry and couples always get married in churches.)

However, even though almost all Japanese think very positively about Christianity, at the same time, almost no one can explain how to become a Christian. Don’t you think that’s interesting? What do you think?” Let the person think and answer.

“Actually, it isn’t difficult to explain how to become a Christian. Would you like to know how a person can become a Christian? I have a short booklet that explains how. Would you like to look at it now?”

Unless the person is tight for time, most will be eager to hear your explanation.

Give it a go!

