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Introduction to The Fellowship of the Cross 

 When J.R.R. Tolkien wrote his works, The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, little did he 

know his words would touch the hearts of so many.  The Lord of the Rings, which actually begins 

with The Hobbit, is an epic tale of good verses evil.  One might be tempted to say it is “the” epic 

tale of good verses evil.  Many have tried to mimic his style, his depth, his vision, but few have 

attained this, nor even come close.  As a writer I know my strengths and weaknesses and I’m not 

about to try to put myself on the same level as Tolkien.  What I would like for us to do, however, is 

take a journey, parallel journeys really.  One takes us through Middle Earth, the other takes us 

through the Truths of Scripture. Tolkien never mentions God, at least not in these works, and there 

is no hint of worship or churches, and yet there is a closeness to God that is felt.   

 I have chosen to take you though this epic by talking about some of the characters in The 

Lord of the Rings.  In doing so I’ve been able to stay focused and bring out some very beautiful 

Biblical truths.  I want the student to imagine they are on this journey from the Shire, to Rivendell 

and beyond.  I want them to not only see how these things relate to the Bible or Biblical characters, 

but how they relate to their own lives.  For that reason I leave things open for discussion.  If you 

were Frodo, how would you have felt about having all these people accompanying you?  Would 

you be tempted to put the ring on and become invisible, just as he did?  These and scores of other 

questions can be investigated so that this never has to be a stagnant study.  These studies will come 

alive time and time again as your situations change, which is another thing about Frodo.  Did you 

notice that he started out being a hobbit who just wanted a little adventure, to one who saw that the 

mantle of this awesome task fell on him, to one who simply wished to be home in the Shire, at rest 

in his home?  There is a maturing process that he goes through, as do we, and as we go through our 



maturing process we are able to pull more wonderful truths out of this beautiful epic. – David 

Brollier 
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The Fellowship of the Cross 

 

Introduction 

 

I.  The Fellowship 

    A.  Frodo and the Ring of Power 

    B.  Samwise the Brave: The Path of Loyalty 

    C.  Merry:  Out of the Shire Comes a Rider of Rohan 

    D.  Pippin:  A Took in Gondor 

    E.  Aragorn:  The Exiled, the Stranger, the King 

    F.  Gimli:  Short in Height, Tall in Stature 

    G.  Legalos:  When Much is Required 

    H.  Boromir:  The Fall of the Mighty 

    I.  Gandalf:  Hidden Power of the Wise 

 

II.  Friends of the Fellowship 

    A.  Bilbo Baggins:  When Evil Looks Good 

    B.  Tom Bombadil:  Help Unlooked For 

    C.  Mr. Butterbur:  The "Too Busy" Servant 

    D.  Glorfindel:  In Him Was Light 

    E.  Elrond:  Giver of Wise Counsel 

    F.  Arwen:  A Treasure that Knows No Comparison 

    G.  Celeborn and Galadriel:  Of Wisdom and Comfort 

    H.  Eomer:  The Treacherous Loyalty 



    I.  Treebeard:  The Unhasty 

    J.  Theoden King:  From Death's Grip to Hero's Honor 

    K.  Faramir:  Wisdom of the Second Son 

    L.  Eowyn:  Shieldmaiden of Rohan 

    M.  Beregond:  Breaking the Rule to Preserve the Law 

 

III.  Foes of the Fellowship 

    A.  Gollum/Smeagol: The Path of Certain Death 

    B.  Ted Sandyman:  Gossip Finds Fertile Ground 

    C.  Bill Ferny:  The Face of Greed 

    D.  Saruman:  From Wise to Foolish 

    E.  The Balrog:  The Depths of Fear 

    F.  Grima Wormtongue: The Power of Words 

    G.  Lord Denethor:  Betrayed by Pride 

    H.  The Nazgul:  Mortal Men Doomed to Die 
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The Fellowship of the Ring 

 

 “If the ring is to set out, it must go soon. But those who go with it must not count on their 

errand being aided by war or force. They must pass into the domain of the Enemy far from aid. Do 

you still hold your word, Frodo, that you will be the Ring-bearer?” “I do,” said Frodo. “I will go 

with Sam.” (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 288) 

 

Frodo and the Ring of Power 

 As a Christian I have found numerous themes played out in J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of 

the Rings", but none so grand as Frodo and the Ring of Power. When I began to think of this, and 

the fact that the Ring was something evil, I started thinking about events and circumstances that 

surrounded the Ring, especially as it related to Frodo. The dynamics are awesome. 

 In the Bible we tells us that Adam and Eve were given just one thing that they must never 

do. That's it. Only one, and they blew it. Through their sin all of mankind was injected with the 

poison of the judgment against their actions. Not simply because of the crime committed by Adam 

and Eve, but because the poison that corrupted everyone born from them. It was this poison that 

causes every evil in the world. Yet One came to bear all of those sins and put them to death on the 

cross. Think of the weight of this burden, the pain Jesus bore, as each day He drew nearer and 

nearer to Calvary's mountain. From the moment He was born, throughout His ministry, and 

especially those last days and hours, the pain, the burden became increasingly wearisome and 

difficult for Him to bear. At any time He could have given up. At any time He could have just left 

the rest of us hanging and said, "Forget it. I'm not doing this." 



 Frodo too, inherited the Ring, not by his own will, but by the wisdom of Gandalf, following 

the thievery of Bilbo. As it turned out the Ring is powerful, but it is evil ... and it is an evil that they 

cannot destroy.  It must be unmade. Frodo finds himself in the undesirable position of being the 

one who must bear the Ring to the one place where it can be destroyed, or as Tolkien puts it, 

"unmade". Each step Frodo takes brings him not only closer to his goal, but closer to the evil of the 

Ring itself. The burden of that evil almost overtakes him in the end. The struggle at last, within the 

Cracks of Mount Doom, is similar to that of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, for Frodo does not 

want to part with the Ring. So great has its power grown over him that he finds he cannot part with 

it. In the garden Jesus also faced the same struggle and cried out in prayer, "Father, if it be Your 

will, take this cup from Me; but not My will, let Thine be done." Frodo didn't have the divine 

within him to sustain him at that point, but Tolkien does something interesting, he has given us a 

villain who has been trying to retrieve this Ring for many years. When Frodo decides he will keep 

the Ring and slips it on his finger, this villain, Gollum, wrestles with Frodo, takes the Ring and 

perishes in the fires of Mount Doom with the Ring of power. So it was, one might say, that Judas 

actually helped Jesus by placing Him in a position where He dies on the cross for our sin.  Jesus 

died and rose again, but Judas committed suicide. It was amazingly like Frodo, who after accepting 

death as the only alternative for himself, found it was only a beginning.  Gollum, who stole the 

Ring, found that what he had hunted to retrieve all those years, in the end only brought him death. 

 Sin brings death, but thank God Jesus took our sins and "unmade" them. It's an interesting 

word Tolkien uses. For God did not simply destroy our sins, but put our sins to death. In doing so, 

He unmade the sin in our life by "remaking" us in the likeness of His Son. 
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 "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 

53:4,5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 “No indeed!” said Elrond, turning towards him with a smile. “You at least shall go with 

him. It is hardly possible to separate you from him, even when he is summoned to a secret council 

and you are not.” Sam sat down, blushing and muttering. “A nice pickle we have landed ourselves 

in, Mr. Frodo!” he said, shaking his head.  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 284) 

 

Samwise the Brave: The Path of Loyalty 

 Samwise Gamgee, is dubbed by Frodo as "Samwise the Brave", is better known to us as 

simply Sam.  He would have been nearer the mark had he called him, "Samwise the Loyal". 

 Hidden in Sam's story is that of a loyal servant, who becomes a steadfast friend. As Frodo's 

burden increased, Sam's strength of loyalty rose to meet the task. It's also good to remember that 

neither Frodo nor Sam asked to go on this quest. Gandalf the Gray, a friendly wizard in the story, 

advises Frodo to take the Ring to Rivendell. He then, after catching Sam eaves dropping, tells Sam 

that he has to go with his master. 

 Already there are a couple of parallels here with the Bible. You might say that where evil 

exists good rises up to meet it. That is basically the main point of The Lord of the Rings, but more 

importantly God's Word tells us, "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound." (Romans 

5:20) Just as Frodo's burden, the evil that bore down on him because he had to carry the Ring, 

increased, so also did the strength of his friend's loyalty. It was that loyalty that helped Frodo 

through his trials.  It was Sam's courage and loyalty that overcame the awesome "power" of the 

Ring. Secondly, just as the Twelve, the chosen disciples of Christ, were commissioned by our Lord 

to go out and continue His work, so also did Gandalf commission Frodo and Sam to a work that 

was beyond their comprehension, much less their abilities. For God doesn't call us to do what we 
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are capable of doing, but what is impossible for us to do. It is in doing what is impossible for us to 

do that He is glorified and draws all mankind to Himself. 

 Frodo and Sam become part of a Fellowship that begins in Rivendell, at the Council of 

Elrond. It is a fellowship of nine members; four are hobbits, two are men, one is a wizard, one a 

dwarf and one an elf. The nine walkers against the nine riders are like the disciples.  This 

fellowship develops from a group of people on a mission, to a group of people dearly devoted to 

one another, and to their cause. Frodo and Sam are so much like you and the disciples, as well as 

me. We are called out to follow Christ. We are joined to a fellowship of believers who we hadn't 

known, but in coming to know more about Jesus, we learned more about them and ourselves. 

Being united together in Jesus Christ created a bond between us that could not be broken, and a 

loyalty to the Gospel we are to preach. We may not always understand the directions that each take 

within this fellowship, just as Aragorn and some of the others headed west, while Frodo and Sam 

headed east for Mordor. Yet, we can be sure, that if we are true to the words and commandments of 

our Lord, we will be true to those who love Him. 

 "And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found 

grace in thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the 

LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. Then said Jonathan 

unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee." (I Samuel 20:3,4) 

 

 

 



 “I have a sword,” said Merry, climbing from his seat, and drawing from its black sheath 

his small blade. Filled suddenly with love for this old man, he knelt on one knee, and took his hand 

and kissed it. “May I lay the sword of Meriadoc of the Shire on your lap, Theoden King?” He 

cried. “Receive my service, if you will!” “Gladly will I take it,” said the king; and laying his long 

old hands upon the brown hair of the hobbit, he blessed him. “Rise now, Meriadoc, esquire of 

Rohan of the household of Meduseld!” he said. “Take your sword and bear it to good fortune!” 

“As a father you shall be to me,” said Merry. “For a little while“, said Theoden. 

(The Return of the King, pages 50-51) 

 

Out of the Shire Comes a Rider of Rohan 

 His name was Meriadoc Brandybuck, but he went by the name of Merry. Now the 

Brandybucks were hobbits from Buckland of the Shire, near the Brandywine River. Of the nine 

members of the Fellowship of the Ring, four were hobbits. Merry was one of them. He was a friend 

of Pippin, as well as Frodo and Sam. Merry started out the journey as a friend and for the adventure 

of it all. He ended up a mighty warrior of the Riders of Rohan. How all this comes about is through 

that awesome fellowship mentioned before. Of the four hobbits Merry had the distinct privilege of 

being one of the two hobbits captured by Saruman's army of orcs. 

 As we go down the list of the Twelve Jesus chose to follow Him, we find that some may 

have done so with less then pure motives. There were at least two zealots among the Twelve, 

James and Judas Iscariot. James was one of the first to die for Jesus. I always get confused between 

the James' listed as Jesus' disciples. One was a brother to John while the other was not. Yet, all His 

disciples seemed to suffer persecution for preaching the Gospel. I believe Foxe's Book of Martyrs 
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lists only John as not being put to death. (Allegedly he was thrown into a pot of boiling oil and 

survived, so was exiled to the Isle of Patmos). To me this sounds a lot like Merry. For although he 

had common beginnings, his communion with the Fellowship and dedication to the quest, brought 

something out in him that was most uncommon. Although fearful and at times flippant, Merry 

ended up as one who is valiant. James and John were common fishermen from the poor town of 

Galilee. Through knowing Jesus, observing His commandments, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, they became valiant. Jesus called them, "Sons of Thunder", which may refer to their 

overzealous attitude, or prophetic of their unwavering love for God. One of Merry's last feats, 

before returning to the Shire, was striking a blow to the Nazgul. The feat was, in itself, ineffective, 

and almost cost Merry his life. It did, however, afford Eowyn the pause needed to strike the deadly 

blow. 

 I like Merry because he was serious at times, yet playful. He wasn’t burdened down, even 

in the end. What he became was due to those around him, and the task he chose to do. So also what 

we become are defined by what we choose to do, if we are obedient. 

 "God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 

which are not, to bring to nought things that are." (I Corinthians 1:27b,28) 

 

 

 

 

 



 "The old man laid the sword along his lap, and Pippin put his hand to the hilt, and slowly 

said after Denethor: “Here do I swear fealty and service to Gondor, and to the Lord and Steward 

of the realm, to speak and to be silent, to do and to let be, to come and to go, in need or plenty, in 

peace or war, in living or dying, from this hour henceforth, until my lord release me, or death take 

me, or the world end. So say I, Peregrin son of Paladin, of the Shire of the Halflings.”  (The Return 

of the King, page 28) 

 

Pippin: A Took in Gondor 

 All of these examples, especially the hobbits, are so typical in their beginnings with our 

own lives. Few, however, strike me as near to home as that of Peregrine Took, better known to us 

as Pippin. Pippin was always into everything. Like a curious child, he always had to pick things up, 

go places he shouldn’t, and do things that were prankish or childlike. Yet, these are the qualities 

that sometimes define me. If that’s true, then perhaps they also remind you of yourself as well. 

 One thing about this kind of approach to life, you never bother to consider the 

consequences until it’s too late. Sometimes this can be a good thing, like when Pippin demanded to 

go with Frodo and Sam on their quest to get rid of the Ring. If Pippin had realized the 

consequences of that action, and all the danger it would put him in, I doubt very much that he 

would have been so demanding. Then again, when he just “had” to see how far a pebble would 

drop down a hole while they were in the Mines of Moria, or when he stole from Gandalf the 

Palantir to look at it, now those were bad decisions. That pebble made the enemy, hiding in Moria, 

aware of the Fellowship’s presence, and cost them the loss of their leader, Gandalf, at least for a 
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while. Looking into the Palantir drew the eyes of the enemy to the Fellowship. It nearly undid all 

the good they had done. 

 Even with this terrible characteristic Pippin remains one of my favorite characters. Why? 

Because he is so much like me, and if he can be valuable to the quest, then that means God can use 

someone like me. I find that encouraging.  My wife finds Pippin annoying, because he’s always 

going off doing something without thinking it through. That’s Pippin! Yet, how many of us are like 

that as well? 

 Pippin didn’t remain a childlike, prankish “fool of a Took,” to use Gandalf’s words. The 

adventures, the dangers, the camaraderie with the others of the Fellowship, and others outside the 

Fellowship, like Treebeard, helped Pippin to mature. Oh, he still had that light-hearted laugh, that 

quality that allowed him to enjoy life, but he had grown. He began to think like an adult. You see 

this when Merry and Pippin are captured by the orcs. It is Pippin who leaves a trail to follow. It is 

Pippin who helps them escape. It is even Pippin who seems to be friendlier with Treebeard. Then, 

after the incident with the Palantir, when Gandalf brings Pippin to Gondor, it is Pippin who 

pledges his sword to Denethor, Steward of Gondor. When Denethor receives his son injured from 

battle and decides to go to the Chambers of the Dead and have both Faramir and himself put to 

death by a funeral fire, it is Pippin who is instrumental in saving Faramir’s life by raising quickly 

finding Gandalf. Although Denethor dies, Faramir lives. He has become a valiant knight of 

Gondor. 

 The Bible teaches us that God takes the foolish things of this world to confound the wise. A 

better phrasing of that would probably be; God takes those who have no substantial intellect, 

confuses and even trips up those who have degrees and scholarships to prove how smart they are. 



God isn’t looking for people who are “intelligent”, but people who are obedient. Sure Pippin made 

his mistakes, but so do we. The question is do we grow from these mistakes? Do we allow God to 

let us mature in Him? 

 The Lord of the Rings movies does this epic tale an injustice by not including “The 

Cleansing of the Shire”. Unlike some other scenes in the book, this scene is incredibly important, 

for the quest is more than about getting rid of the Ring. It’s about how these people of the 

Fellowship have changed. When we come into a relationship with Jesus, it’s not so much whether 

or not we complete the task God places before us, although that is a definite plus, but whether or 

not we have changed. God’s will is that we be transformed into the image or likeness of God’s Son. 

Have you? Have I? That is the most important question we can as of ourselves. 

 "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 

saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring 

to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 

wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 

to save them that believe." (I Corinthians 1:18-21) 
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 "Aragorn threw back his cloak. The elven-sheath glittered as he grasped it, and the bright 

blade of Anduril shone like a sudden flame as he swept it out. “Elendil!” he cried. “I am Aragorn 

son of Arathorn, and am called Elessar, the Elfstone, Dunadan, the heir of Isildur Elendil's son of 

Gondor. Here is the Sword that was Broken and is reforged again! Will you aid me or thwart me? 

Choose swiftly!”  (The Two Towers, page 36) 

 

Aragorn: The Exiled, The Stranger, The King 

 Aragorn, son of Arathorn, Isildur's heir goes into self-exile to help the Rangers, (the 

Numenor) to protect the northern territories of ancient Gondor. The stewards of Gondor keep their 

lands safe, awaiting the prophesied return of their king. When we first meet Aragorn, it is not as 

Aragorn, but as Strider. The innkeeper of the Prancing Pony, Mr. Butterbur, in Bree, describes 

Strider as "dangerous". Strider, for all his talents as guide, scout and natural leader, would rather 

lead than follow. He fears, one would assume, the blood of Isildur, which runs through his veins, 

for it was through pride that Isildur did not destroy the Ring of Power when he had the chance. 

Aragorn fears making the wrong decisions, yet at the same time he is wiling to fight to the death to 

protect those under his charge. 

 When the sword that was broken, Narsil, is remade in Rivendell, Aragorn realizes that the 

quest of the Ring is one that will lead him to his own destiny of becoming the true King of Gondor. 

In many ways, he reminds me of David or Jonathan in the Bible. They were both royal in God's 

eyes, yet humble in their own. Jonathan, son of King Saul, was more righteous than his father. Yet, 

because of his father's sins, the throne went to David. David was a shepherd, not a king, and it took 

him a while to get used to the idea, just like Aragorn. 



 God chooses us according to His desires and needs, then equips us with what we have need. 

In Aragorn's case, it is the remade sword Narsil, symbol of his rightful heir to Gondor's throne, and 

guidance, in that he is enabled to pass through the Paths of the Dead, clearly a type of death and 

resurrection. The sword, of course, to the Christian, is the Word of God. It is not only our weapon 

against the enemy, but the symbol of our rightful claim, in Christ, as heirs in Him and in His 

kingship. 

 Once Aragorn passes through the Paths of the Dead, he arrives at Gondor at a time in which 

they are in great need. So shall the returning of our Lord and King also be. The world shall be in 

such turmoil that we won't be able to believe the valiant among us can take another onslaught. 

Then, just when we have decided that our only course is to die gloriously upon the battlefield of 

faith, our Lord shall descend. He has already passed through the Paths of the Dead, and there he 

has set the captives free. 

 Jesus came in humility, yet not denying his true divinity. Yet His following was great, in 

power, if not in number. The Fellowship of the Twelve, like the Fellowship of the Nine, changes 

their world. By the power of God we can still change the world, just as the Fellowship changed the 

course of Middle Earth, or the Twelve turned our around. 

 "And the LORD shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and 

the LORD GOD shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. The LORD of 

hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, 

and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the 

altar. And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall 

be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. For how great is his goodness, 
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and how great is his beauty! Corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids." 

(Zech. 9:14-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 "He had no helm, and about his head was a linen band stained with blood; but his voice 

was loud and strong. 'Forty-two, Master Legolas!' he cried. 'Alas! My axe is notched: the 

forty-second had an iron collar on his neck. How is it with you?' 'You passed my score by one,' 

answered Legolas. 'But I do not grudge you the game, so glad am I to see you on your legs!'” 

(The Two Towers, page 148) 

 

Gimli: Short in Height, Tall in Stature 

 There is an order that I’m following here, but it is of my own design and does not follow 

natural logic, or the way the characters are introduced in The Lord of the Rings. Gimli is next on 

my list. Having touched on the four hobbits of the Fellowship, I have chosen Gimli the dwarf, 

because, like the hobbits, his virtues are not immediately seen.  I have chosen him because the 

virtues that are seen are not what make him special. 

 Gimli, son of Gloin, is a proud and prejudiced dwarf. Dwarves and elves were, at that time, 

at odds with one another. Although strong and valiant in battle, Gimli begins the quest as 

somewhat of a snob, not to mention a bigot. Yet, he is dedicated to the quest, for the sake of his 

people if not for any other reason. As time passes we see in him a loyalty grow towards the others 

of the Fellowship. This loyalty rivals the loyalty he has for his own people. 

 Gimli mourns the death of Balin in the Mines of Moria, although it was his suggestion that 

they take that path. He really wanted to show off the glory of his people to the Fellowship. Instead 

he found death, destruction and danger. Forced to leave the Mines of Moria, and do so without 

their leader, he must enter Lothlorien, which to him is a place of imminent peril. Yet it is here that 

Gimli finds that elves aren’t as bad as he believed. He meets the Lady Galadriel, whom he finds 
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fairer than all things. When asked what gift he would ask of her, Gimli boldly asks for a lock of her 

hair. 

 The relationship between Legolas the elf and Gimli the dwarf shifts to a friendship that 

exceeds that of the Fellowship. They are rivals, but friendly ones. This we see at Helms Deep, 

where they count the number among the enemy each slays. It is a contest to see which of the two 

can better the other, but it is also a challenge to the other to do better. 

 Gimli’s valor is in neither his mighty arm and legs nor his steadfastness.  His valor is in that 

loyalty and love that has grown because of his devotion to the quest. One of the important things 

here is to realize this change came about at Lothlorien, and the meeting of Galadriel. 

 In the life we can all identify with prejudice, whether being prejudiced against, or having 

prejudice rule our thoughts. Many of us have seen God work a miracle in us in overcoming some, 

if not most of these prejudices. It is our contact with the “fellowship”, the people of God that helps 

do this for us, but more it is our dedication to the task, the quest that God puts before us. The 

change that takes place is actually described in Acts chapter 2. For it was there that 120 followers 

of Christ had gathered together in prayer, and in one accord, when God poured out His Holy Spirit 

upon them. It is coming into contact with the Holy Spirit that changes our lives, gives us strength, 

and helps us see what others cannot. Like Gimli, we all seem to think we have reason to be proud, 

but when we come to God we find that only He has the right to be proud. Our own good deeds are 

done only by His strength in us. 

 Even Christians struggle with pride and prejudice. When we come to our Lothlorien, that 

place where we meet the Holy Spirit, do the changes that began when we met Christ begin to really 

take shape?  Galadriel stands before us as a type, as a figure of the Holy Spirit of God. The Father 



is Judge, Creator, Provider and so much more. He is head of His house. Jesus is the Son. The One 

to whom we must go to understand and have a relationship with the Father. The Holy Spirit is that 

gentleness of God that allows us to feel His presence, to utilize His power in His way to His glory. 

Like parents, many times it is the father who lays down the rules, but it is the love of the mother 

who draws the child into keeping them. As it is with God so also it was with Gimli. May we, like 

Gimli, ask of God boldly for that which God places upon our heart. In so doing we may then 

receive the power to better show the love of God in our lives. 

 "This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love 

hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 

whatsoever I command you." (John 15:12-14) 
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 "He stands not alone,” said Legolas, bending his bow and fitting an arrow with his ands 

that moved quicker than sight. “You would die before the stroke fell.” (The Two Towers, page 35) 

 

Legolas: When Much is Required 

 I've just gone over Gimli, the dwarf, and how that his great qualities had nothing to do with 

his strength and might. The next person of the Fellowship that comes to mind is then Legolas, the 

elf. Although Legolas started out as somewhat of an enemy of Gimli, they eventually became the 

best of friends. 

 According to the Silmarillion, a collection of stories Tolkien wrote as a “history” upon 

which The Lord of the Rings is buil, the elves were created first, before man, then lastly the 

dwarves. As such they were most like their Creator in intellect, wisdom and even beauty. Those 

who have viewed the movies cannot dispute the fact that elves are portrayed as a beautiful race of 

people. While it is true that they had also fallen "into shadow" due to pride, they still possessed 

much of their original glory.  So Legolas was raised with the prejudice that he was greater than all 

other species.  While Iluvatar had taken kingdoms from them and given them over to men, he was 

still raised to believe elves were better than dwarves.  Still, to think a dwarf to be equal, on any 

level, as that of an elf was beyond his thinking. 

 It is a credit to Legolas, that even though he had this belief, that he kept his feelings in 

check, for the most part.  For the sake of the quest, and for the honor of his people, he bore the 

presence of Gimli in much the same way a rich white person might befriend an Afro-American. 

There was a bit of pride in doing so, defiling the purity in all else he did. 



 We see, at first, Legolas as being closer to Aragorn, the rightful heir to the kingship of 

Gondor, than to anyone else. Although using his abilities nobly, I wonder if he wasn't posturing 

himself to show the others elves were of nobility, just as was Aragorn. Yet, later we find the odd 

friendship growing between Legolas and Gimli. Two opposing races represented here have joined 

together as the best of friends. 

 The quest required certain things from certain people.  The greater the ability may possess, 

the greater will be our accountability.  So while Frodo, Sam, Merry and Pippin are greatly 

esteemed, and rightly so, those with greater gifts are held to a higher standard.  Legolas, being 

from the first creation, held to a standard which he kept.   It is in the keeping of this that Legolas 

achieves greatness, for he was in his own right, already great. 

 "Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I 

have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 

may give it you. These things I command you, that ye love one another." (John 15:15-17) 
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 “Farewell, Aragorn! Go to Minas Tirith and save my people! I have failed.” “No!” said 

Aragorn, taking his hand and kissing his brow. “You have conquered. Few have gained such a 

victory. Be at peace! Minas Tirith shall not fall!”  (The Two Towers, page 16) 

 

Boromir: The Fall of the Mighty 

 In contrast to Aragorn, Boromir is someone who takes up the mantle of leadership, if 

needed, and proudly struts his valiant stock. You see, Boromir is not simply a man of valor, but he 

was the firstborn of the current Steward of Gondor. In essence, he viewed himself in the same class 

as the princes of his world. 

 Boromir is brave and mighty, and there are many great things he does in and for the 

Fellowship. Still, as time goes on, the need to have the Ring gnaws at him until it overtakes him. 

Frodo flees from Boromir. The mighty man of Gondor, soon afterwards, dies trying to protect 

Merry and Pippin. 

 In one sense he reminds me of Judas Iscariot, for just as Judas was one of the Twelve, so 

Boromir was one of the Fellowship. However, Judas sold out Jesus, whereas Boromir was 

deceived by his own temptations for the Ring. In this sense he reminds me more of Peter, who 

denied he knew Jesus three times. Both Boromir and Peter fell to temptation and pride; it was not 

the same kind of fall as that of Judas. Yet, it did remove Boromir from the Fellowship prematurely, 

just as Judas’ life was ended prematurely. 

 We must all remember that we have a little Boromir in us.  Likewise, we each have a little 

Peter in us. We have a mouth that speaks before thinking, and pride that is founded upon nothing of 

any real worth. What do you or I have to be proud of?  Is there anything that we have done, without 



the help of God, we can boast about?  The answer is “No!” Boromir and Peter are truly like us, but 

then again, so are the rest of the Fellowship, the rest of the Twelve. Each of us is plagued by the sin 

of pride. We all stumble and fall, but to what extent we fall depends largely upon to what extent we 

are proud. 

 In the book of Revelation a letter is sent out to the Church in Ephesus. It begins by telling 

them that He, that is Jesus, knows of their good deeds. Then it goes on to say, “But you have left 

your first love.” Along with that is the warning that they are to remember the height from which 

they have fallen and repent or else He will come and take their lamp from its place among the 

lampstand.  I’d rather be a misguided “fool of a Took”, as was Pippin, than fall like Boromir, or 

even Peter, who went out and wept bitterly.  The trouble is, I think I’ve already surpassed Peter, 

and Boromir, in my fallen, prideful state.  I have felt the tears of bitterness, hot upon my cheeks. 

For only there, in true humility, can there be hope for any of us. 

 "I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood." (Matthew 27:4a) 

 "And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, 

thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly." (Matthew 26:75) 
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 “Yes, I, Gandalf the Grey,” said the wizard solemnly. “There are many powers in the 

world, for good and for evil. Some are greater than I am. Against some, I have not yet been 

measured. But my time is coming. The Morgul-lord and his Black Riders have come forth. War is 

preparing!”  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 232) 

 

Gandalf: Hidden Power of the Wise 

 One of the more colorful, interesting and strange characters in The Lord of the Rings is 

Gandalf, the friendly wizard, who acts as protector and guide for the Fellowship. For the longest 

time, I had trouble with the term "wizard" being applied to a work that is essentially Christian in 

nature. Then I read "The Magical Worlds of The Lord of the Rings," by David Colbert. In this 

book, he quotes Tolkien as specifically using the term "wizard" to differentiate it from "magician" 

or "sorcerer". When I read that, things clicked into place.  A wizard isn't someone who has magical 

powers, but who is very good at what they do. Pinball wizard comes to mind. 

 If Gandalf was not really magical, if he wasn't a sorcerer, but simply very good at what he 

does, the obvious question then is, what is he very good at doing? We find that Gandalf spent most 

of his time, as it is recorded, in the study of hobbits. Until the adventures with Bilbo, hobbits were 

practically unknown to the world outside the Shire. Yet Gandalf spent his life, or a goodly portion 

of it, studying these simple creatures, only to find out that there was a strength in them that lay 

beneath the surface, unseen.  He knew, once the Ring was found, that if anyone could possibly 

achieve the task of taking the Ring to Mordor to have it unmade, it would be these simple people.  

The mighty would fall prey to the temptations of the Ring. Even the Maiar, of which he belonged, 



dared not possess the Ring.  So he offered counsel and protection as best he could. In this he was 

more than exceptional. 

 Gandalf was not without his faults. He was naive in believing Saruman would help him. 

Too late did he realize that the power of the Ring had already infected Saruman's mind. Yet, he did 

not give up. He alone, stood against the Balrog in the Mines of Moria. There he fell and was 

presumed dead. Under the reluctant leadership of Aragorn, the Fellowship continued on, broken in 

spirit. Yet, later we see Gandalf returned to the Fellowship as one greater than before. Wiser, more 

powerful, he became. 

 When Jesus came to us 2000 years ago, he did so as a human child. He suffered our human 

weaknesses, trials, temptations and pains, yet without sin. Like Gandalf, Jesus was on a mission. 

The mission was hid to all except a select few, and even they did not understand until He rose from 

the dead, greater, than before. One day Jesus will return, not as a "lamb", but as a "lion".  He came 

as a human child that we might understand God. He returns as King of kings and Lord of lords. His 

Fellowship shall never be broken. 

 "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares." (Hebrews 13:2) 
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Friends of the Fellowship 

 

 "'I am old, Gandalf. I don't look it, but I am beginning to feel it in my heart of hearts. 

Well-preserved indeed!' he snorted. 'Why, I feel all thin, sort of stretched, if you know what I mean: 

like butter that has been scraped over too much bread. That can't be right. I need a change, or 

something.'"  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 41) 

 

Bilbo Baggins: When Evil Looks like Gold 

 The story of "The Lord of the Rings" actually begins with Tolkien's story, "The Hobbit". It 

is a quaint tale about a mild mannered little hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who is thrown into various 

situations and adventures.  It was during one of these adventures that he found, and kept, a golden 

ring.  Since he knew who the owner was, or at least who had possession of it prior to himself, we 

might say he stole it.  The one who had it before him had also stolen it.  To be courteous to Bilbo 

we must hasten to add that if he hadn't kept the ring Gollum surely would have killed him.  Still the 

evil of the ring awakened its master and soon all Middle Earth was under the curse of death by the 

Dark Lord. 

 Isn't that how sin works?  A lot of times it looks harmless, even profitable, but we end up 

finding out that evil is evil, no matter what it looks like. There is no such thing as a small sin. Look 

at Adam and Eve.  They were told not to eat of a certain tree.  That was the only thing they were 

told not to do. Yet, Satan deceived the woman who tempted the man and they both did that one 

thing they should never have done.  In doing so they brought a curse upon our world.  Just as Bilbo 



couldn't undo the evil that had sprung up upon his world, neither could Adam undo the evil that 

had sprung up upon ours. 

 The task of unmaking the Ring of Power then passed on to Frodo. This reminds me of the 

fact the although Adam brought sin into the world, and that we all live under that curse, Jesus took 

all of that sin and nailed it to a wooden cross when He died for us. He unmade sin for mankind, if 

we are willing to accept the mercy of God and His grace. The terrible truth is that many will not 

receive this blessed gift, this way out from under the curse of sin, even though Jesus already paid 

their price. How terrible it will be for them in that Day of Judgment. We should therefore be 

diligent to lift up the name of Jesus so that He might draw more in our world into His kingdom. 

 "Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 

by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one 

man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 

righteous." (Romans 5:18,19) 
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 “There was another burst of song, and then suddenly, hopping and dancing along the path, 

there appeared above the reads an old battered hat with a tall crown and a long blue feather stuck 

in the band. With another hop and a bound there came into view a man, or so it seemed. At any rate 

he was too large and heavy for a hobbit, if not quite tall enough for one of the Big People, though 

he made noise enough for one, stumping along with great yellow boots on his thick legs, and 

charging through the grass and rushes like a cow going down to drink. He had a blue coat and a 

long brown bard; his eyes were blue and bright, and his face was red as a ripe apple, but creased 

into a hundred wrinkles of laughter.”  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 130) 

 

Tom Bombadil: Help Unlooked for 

 Following the chronological journey of Frodo to Rivendell, we began with Bilbo, the one 

who is responsible for this journey. Yet in Frodo’s travels, and we have to remember he’s traveling 

with Sam, Merry and Pippin, that they run into some problems trying to stay off the main road 

because of the Black Riders. It is at this point; when they are in great need that Tom Bombadil 

appears on the scene. 

 Have you ever met someone who is always so uplifting it almost makes you mad? If I were 

Frodo, I think that’s how I would have felt about Tom. Sure I would have been thankful for his 

help, but his joy that transcended the surrounding events would have annoyed me no end. This is 

something I believe that God understands, but even so, God calls us to rejoice regardless of our 

circumstances. 

 In Scripture we have the apostle Paul telling us time and again to rejoice, to be thankful, to 

offer up praise to God, and here was someone who suffered shipwreck, stoning, beatings and jail.  



He was able to separate the feelings he had in the flesh from those he knew to be true in his heart.  

David wrote numerous songs, called Psalms, in which many times he begins by whining or crying 

out over his circumstances, but in the end rejoices in God’s deliverance.  There are many more 

examples of this. 

 Tom Bombadil is, to me, that place where we find ourselves in great turmoil, but at the 

same time are surrounded with great rejoicing. Tom sings all the time. He’s humble. His capacity 

to love is great. Now isn’t this something that we should strive? 

 As we walk through life, if we are being obedient to the Lord, don’t be surprised if, while in 

the depths of despair, you find yourself in the house of Tom Bombadil. Don’t be surprised if God 

comes to you and lifts you up and you find yourself singing and rejoicing. Are the threats and 

dangers all removed? No! They have, however, been overcome, and God is simply asking us to 

rejoice in that fact before it is actually realized in our lives. There is great power in this. It is a great 

truth of Christianity that goes overlooked all too often. 

 “He that hideth in the secret place of the Most High shall dwell in the shadow of the 

Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1) 
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 "'Well, now, what was I going to say?' said Mr. Butterbur, tapping his forehead. 'One thing 

drives out another, so to speak. I'm that busy tonight, my head is going round.'"   (The Fellowship 

of the Ring, page 165) 

 

Mr. Butterbur: The "Too Busy" Servant 

 The next stop for the hobbits is "The Prancing Pony" in the town of Bree, which is still, 

technically, part of the Shire. Bree is described as a crossroads between the two cultures, that of 

mankind and of hobbits. Dwarves are also mentioned, although only briefly, and elves, but only by 

way of news. They don't stay in Bree, at least not in any of their dwellings. The ally that the hobbits 

find in Bree is an overworking, under-achieving innkeeper by the name of Butterbur. Oddly 

enough he reminds me of Martha, and in so doing, many of us. 

 Mr. Butterbur is so busy with his guests at the inn that he really finds that he has little time 

for them. To put it another way, he spends so much time trying to meet the needs of those at his inn 

that he really has no idea of what those needs might be, especially if they happen to be crucial. We 

learn later that Gandalf had charged him to deliver a message to Frodo, traveling under the name of 

Mr. Underhill, should Frodo arrive there before Gandalf returned. The message was to entrust 

themselves to a Ranger who is called Strider. 

 We learn this message is important, and had certain circumstances not occurred it is 

altogether possible that no introduction would have been made.  You see, Butterbur, for all his 

sincerity, was actually too busy to be of any service.  Sometimes we need to slow down in order to 

find the path we're supposed to walk. David wrote in the Psalms, "Thy Word is a lamp unto my 

feet, and a light unto my path". (Psalm 119:105)  David was also one who disciplined himself in 



the art of "waiting on the Lord".  He "meditated" on God's Word.  He slowed himself down. Only 

then was he able to serve God the way God wished for him to serve.  Isaiah writes in Isaiah chapter 

40 verse 31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 

with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." 

 Butterbur had not learned this truth to overcoming. Instead he plowed away under his own 

power and his own understanding. In doing so it almost proved fatal for the hobbits. Let's not be 

too harsh on Mr. Butterbur, however, for I suspect that we also have acted much like him. Instead 

of waiting upon God for wisdom, direction and strength, we tend to push forward in our own 

wisdom, going in meaningless circles, which is actually good because we're moving under our 

own meager strength. We cannot best the enemy in our own strength. 

 Not a single character in The Lord of the Rings had strength within them to accomplish the 

task placed before them. Their strength seemed to come from others, or from some unseen place.  

So it is with Christians. We must not be so caught up in the doing that we neglect the One who 

gives us the strength to DO! This is the lesson we learn from Mr. Butterbur. 

 Let us learn to feast upon the Word of God, to WAIT upon Him, then to move forward 

under His direction and His strength. Then and only then can we truly be useful servants. This is 

how Butterbur reminds me of Martha, someone I actually admire. She and her sister Mary were 

entertaining Jesus and His disciples in one account, where Mary sat down and listened to the 

teachings of the Lord. Martha busied herself with the chores needed around the house. She became 

resentful and asked Jesus to tell Mary to get to work, (in so many words). Instead Jesus told Martha 

that Mary had chosen the better path. Mary was like Aragorn in the tavern, watching and learning, 

waiting for the right time to work. Martha was like Butterbur, busy with things that really didn't 
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matter. Let us strive to be a waiter and a watcher, one who does not go out to the enemy until they 

are prepared. Let us also wait, and when the time is right, may we then strike out with the full force 

of His love as it shines through us in all its supernatural strength. 

 "And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 

about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not 

be taken away from her. (Luke 10:41,42) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "I thought I saw a white figure that shone and did not grow dim like the others. Was that 

Glorfindel?"   (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 235) 

 



Glorfindel: In Him Was Light 

 Contrary to Peter Jackson's movie production of "The Lord of the Rings", it was Glofindel, 

captain of the hosts of the house of Elrond, who found Frodo before they reached Rivendell, not 

Arwen. He handled Frodo with gentleness, yet urgency, knowing they were being pursued by the 

Black Riders. It was upon Glorfindel's horse that Frodo rode, or rather, was carried across the 

Fords of Bruinen. Glorfindel ran behind on foot, clad in white raiment, and the steadfastness equal 

to if not greater than Aragorn. 

 Let us look upon Glorfindel and understand him better. Of the house of Elrond, he was one 

of the mighty. Yet, his manner was gentle whenever he could afford to be so. When driven to fight 

there were few who could match him. It would seem that the light of Elendil coursed through his 

veins. Even Frodo remembers him as being one who was "a white figure that shone and did not 

dim". He handled Frodo, who at the time was mortally wounded, with gentleness and caring. He 

led the company with boldness amid his awareness of danger. Like Aragorn, he fought with an 

unrelenting fierceness. Glorfindel was a major character cast in a minor role. 

 As Christians we are called to be "The light of the world," as Jesus said in Matthew 5:14. 

What exactly does that mean? Many of us have heard sermons on this, but somehow, for many, 

like me, the power of those words of our Lord is not seen in explanation of sermon.  Rather they are 

seen in exhibition of power.  Glorfindel is, to us, that exhibition of power.  He is a type, foretold, of 

the Christian warrior to come. I want you to notice the three main qualities of Glorfindel as they 

relate to what a Christian should be like. 

 First they must be gentle. We walk through the lands of the wounded. Those dressed in 

black are not the only ones who have felt the Mogul-blade of the enemy strike at their hearts. 
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Those in business who finds themselves enslaved to a job they hate because of their love for 

family, the wife who rarely sees that husband, and the children who flounder in society without 

direction. Look at the bars and taverns in our city any night and wonder how deep the Mogul-blade 

has sunken in towards their heart.  Do not think of how irresponsible they have become. Follow the 

example of Jesus, who while dying on the cross heard the repentant cry of the thief dying beside 

Him.  Jesus turned to him and said, "Today thou shalt be with Me in Paradise!" (Luke 23:43)  Such 

wonderful love, such gentleness.  This is the best and most powerful of all qualities the Christian 

must exhibit in their lives. 

 Second, the Christian must have boldness. Like Glorfindel, we not merely be aware of the 

danger that surrounds us, and those we seek to help, but that we be prepared to stand firm with a 

steadfastness that comes from God Himself.  In the book of Acts an incident takes place where 

Peter and John command that a lame man be healed, in the name of Jesus. Because of this boldness 

they are arrested, brought before the elders for trial, and because of that same boldness are set free. 

Yet, even upon reaching the brothers and sisters in Christ, they all prayed that they might be filled 

with God's boldness to preach His Word. This account is found in Acts 3:1-4:31. The accounting 

ends with the words, "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 

assembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the Word of God 

with boldness". This is the second quality a Christian should have, one that Glorfindel had. 

 Third, there must be fierceness in our attack, but we need to remember whom we are 

attacking.  Glorfindel knew his enemy and attacked with such fierceness that the horses of the 

riders were thrown into madness. Our enemy, usually, is not another person, but from among the 

armies of Satan's demons. If one has been misled, we aren't to injure that person further. Instead we 



are to attack that which holds him or her prisoner. Our attack against the enemy should and must be 

fierce. Our treatment of those misled or ensnared by the enemy must be with love and gentleness. 

 None of these teachings are new, but thanks to J.R.R. Tolkien and his character Glorfindel, 

we can see them from a different perspective than we may have seen them before. We can see 

these qualities being lived out through the lordly elf. In so seeing this anew we can see these 

teachings as if they were new teachings. 

 May it be said of you by those who talk to you, that Jesus shone in you "and did not dim 

like the others".  May you allow Jesus to reside in you so fully, by the power of His Holy Spirit, 

that the light and glory of God is unmistakable?  This is not something we can attain in our own 

power. Go back to the above account of Peter and John in the book of Acts. They prayed for the 

boldness of God.  God answered and was glorified in them, even to the point that we look upon 

them as great warriors of the faith.  If it had been you, if you were the one brought before the 

council, beaten and commanded not to preach in the name of Jesus, would you have been filled 

with such boldness? Would you wish to live a life like that? Then find the power in the same place 

as they, on your knees in prayer. 

 “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth 

me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

 

 

 

 



The Bible in The Lord of the Rings / David Brollier                             page  37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "The face of Elrond was ageless, neither old nor young, though in it was written the 

memory of many things both glad and sorrowful. His hair was dark as the shadows of twilight, and 

upon it was set a circlet of silver; his eyes were grey as a clear evening, and in them was a light like 

the light of the stars. Venerable he seemed as a king crowned with many winters, and yet hale as a 

tried warrior in the fullness of his strength. He was the Lord of Rivendell and mighty among both 

Elves and Men."  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 239) 

 

Elrond: Giver of Wise Counsel 



 In the hapless age, the end of the third age of Middle-Earth, it fell upon Elrond, Lord of 

Rivendell, to provide counsel for Frodo and those who would accompany him to see to the 

unmaking of the Ring of Power. He showed hospitality, even to dwarves, which was uncommon in 

those days, seeing elves and dwarves were at enmity with each other. Not only did Elrond show 

hospitality, but also provided a place of healing.  It is here we find Bilbo, finally aging without the 

Ring, but at peace with himself in Elrond's halls.  Frodo also is found alive.  Elrond kept Frodo 

from death, but couldn’t truly heal him of the deadly Morgul-knife wound by the healing arts of 

Elrond. That isn't to say he was a magician or sorcerer. If you think of Elrond as having an 

advanced knowledge of medicine and you will see that Elrond was a practitioner of medicine. He 

was Lord of Rivendell, most glorious of all Elven houses, and yet, Elrond was not known for any 

of these so much as he was for his wise counsel. 

 It is interesting to note that while many so-called wise people may have given their counsel 

outright, Elrond called upon representatives of all races affected by the destiny of the Ring. He 

listened to each of their tales, their opinions and their suggestions. He didn't use his place as a 

"bully-pulpit" to force others to do what needed to be done. Instead he listened. All too often we 

forget that the greatest part of wisdom is not in the dispensing of ideas, but in the listening to the 

problems. Consider the words of Solomon who wrote; "The words of wise men are heard in quiet 

more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools." (Ecclesiastes 9:17) Being quiet didn't diminish 

his wisdom, but proclaimed it. 

 After listening to all the advice, problems and suggestions of the others then Elrond, 

hesitantly, gave his advice. I say "hesitantly", because he knew the burden of the words he was 

about to speak. The Ring must be unmade. To do that someone must carry the Ring of Power to 
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Mt. Doom in Mordor. Elrond further knew that this task would fall upon Frodo, the poor, weak 

hobbit, whose life he had just saved. Elrond thanked Frodo, but said that he should not go alone. 

Later he called certain people unto him, Frodo being the greatest of these, and said, "The Company 

of the Ring shall be Nine; and the Nine Walkers shall be set against the Nine Riders that are evil. 

With you and your faithful servant, Gandalf will go; for this shall be his great task, and maybe the 

end of his labours." 

 To Frodo this was hope, as it must have seemed to most of the others, but there were a few 

who understood that Elrond was also saying this might well be the end of Gandalf's life. Those 

who could, held onto the hope of this much-welcomed companion. Others bore their own burdens 

of what was to become of their friend. 

 Do not be deceived my friends. The Word of God is a two-edged sword. It heals one and 

slays another. What is hope to one is despair to another. What is mercy to one is judgment to 

another. Like Elrond we are to realize this and use our tongues judiciously, meaning very 

carefully. My father says, "Christians should have teeth marks in their tongues", but I look at my 

life and see no such markings.  I see others and see no such restraint.  I wonder where are the wise 

among us who will be quiet before God and His servants, even as Elrond was quiet before his 

guests.  The House of God is over-run with fools spouting off one thing or another, and I have 

added to that.  It is time to seek the Lord that we may have His breath in our mouth that His Words 

may come forth.  To do this we must quiet ourselves before our God, listen to our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, yes even listen to the advice of the unsaved.  Let God speak through whomever He 

wishes to speak, and may we be willing to listen and to abide by His counsel. 



 I like Elrond, and yet he seems aloft for me. Perhaps that is because I feel uncomfortable in 

the presence of someone so wise. Now Elrond is no god, no type of divinity, but rather a type of 

Christian character that we should attain to.  Perhaps that too is what bothers me. I'm afraid I will 

not attain that stature. The problem is that as long as I try I will fail, but when I go to God and let 

Him work through me, then shall I succeed. I'm afraid, not because I'm not sure that God can do 

what He says He can, but BECAUSE I know He can do exactly that. I fear because a part of me 

doesn't wish to give up the evil that has lived so comfortably within me. I too, need to go to the 

Cross and see that Jesus has unmade my sins with His blood. I need to be quiet before Him that I 

may learn His counsel. 

 "For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counselors there is 

safety." (Proverbs 24:6) 

 

 

 

 "In the middle of the table, against the woven cloths upon the wall, there was a chair under 

a canopy, and there sat a lady fair to look upon, and so like was she in for of womanhood to Elrond 

that Frodo guessed that she was one of his close kindred. Young she was and yet not so. The braids 

of her dark hair were touched by no frost; her white arms and clear face were flawless and 

smooth; and the light of stars was in her bright eyes, grey as a cloudless night; yet queenly she 

looked, and thought and knowledge were in her glance, as of one who has known many things that 

the years bring. Above her brow her head was covered with a cap of silver lace netted with small 

gems, glittering white; but her soft grey raiment had no ornament save a girdle of leaves wrought 
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in silver. So it was that Frodo saw her whom few mortals had yet seen; Arwen, daughter of 

Elrond...”  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 239) 

 

Arwen: A Treasure that Knew No Comparison 

 Precious little is written about Arwen in the epic trilogy, but what has been written is 

powerful.  To gain a better understanding of Arwen, go to the Appendixes. While she is mentioned 

little in The Lord of the Ring, I thought it important to include her in our studies, especially since 

Peter Jackson made her somewhat of a focal point.  What he did was capture the essence of Arwen 

that was not portrayed through the epic. 

 Of the several things we do know about Arwen is that she is beautiful beyond comparison. 

She is the daughter of Elrond, and she is loved by and loves Aragorn. To take all these matters in 

would be too great a task for this poor writer.  I think I will play the part of Frodo, and being 

over-awed by her beauty, talk of that. 

 The Lady Arwen is described for us as one having the beauty only attained by one other of 

her people, Luthien, called Undomiel, Evenstar of her people. Notice the aspects of her beauty: 

dark hair (without any graying), clear skin, clear gray eyes, simple dress, and an ageless quality 

about her.  It seems that wisdom and kindness were her most astonishing qualities of beauty.  Some 

would call these "inner beauty", but Arwen was so filled with these qualities that they emanated 

outward, and could be seen as clearly as her gray gown. 

 Our Lord Jesus is like that.  One look at Him and we know we have seen One that is unlike 

any other.  If we were to walk the roads with Him when He was on this earth ministering, we would 

have seen his muscular build, His callused hands, His saddened face, lines engraved upon it by the 



burden He bore, yet we would have seen such majesty that few ever see.  Beyond the sadness, the 

calluses, the muscular build, beyond the physical appearance there was a presence about Him.  He 

spoke with wisdom, authority, and many times with gentleness.  He was beautiful beyond 

measure, even in His human form.  Just as Arwen had both a sense of the young and the old within 

her, so also Jesus contains the vastness of eternity as well as the vitality of youth.  There is none 

like Him.  We see in Arwen, not Jesus, but what we, His Church, can be when we allow Him to 

shine through us.  We can be that pearl of great price, that "virtuous woman", to the glory of God.  

This is our goal, that God so shines in us that those around us want to possess Him as well.  One of 

the things this means is sacrifice.  Without getting into it here it was the sacrifice of Jesus that made 

His love known unto us, just as it was the sacrifice of Arwen (her immortality) that showed the 

world of her love for Aragorn. 

 "Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her 

husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and 

not evil all the days of her life.” (Proverbs 31:10) 
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 "The chamber was filled with a soft light; its walls were green and silver and its roof of 

gold. Many Elves were seated there. On two chairs beneath the bole of the tree and canopied by a 

living bout there sat, side-by-side, Celeborn and Galadriel.... Very tall they were, and the Lady no 

less tall than the Lord; and they were grave and beautiful. They were clad wholly in white; and the 

hair on the Lady was of deep gold, and the hair of the Lord Celeborn was of sliver long and bright; 

but there no sign of age was upon them, unless it were in the depths of their eyes; for these were 

keen as lances in the starlight, and yet profound, the wells of deep memory."  (The Fellowship of 

the Ring, page 369) 

 

Celeborn and Galadriel: Wisdom and Comfort 



 The Lord Celeborn and the Lady Galadriel must, I think, be handled together, not 

separately.  For together there is a completeness about them not found anywhere else in Tolkien's 

epic.  Both the Lord and Lady welcomed the Fellowship to Lothlorien, even upon finding out the 

fate of Gandalf, who had perished in the mines of Moria.  Together they bore the sorrow of the 

Fellowship, so that it might not destroy them.  Together they offered comfort and reprieve, albeit 

temporary, from their sorrows and the burden of their quest.  The purpose was that they might 

regain their strength to continue and fulfill their quest.  Frodo, not least of all, had great need of this 

comfort.  They offered not simply comfort, lodging, food and music, but also advice, counsel, and 

provisions.  During this time Celeborn speaks little, so we are tempted to dismiss him.  Is he not 

Lord of Lothlorien?  By his command have they received welcome, comfort, and reprieve.  It is 

Galadriel, Lady of Lothlorien, who does most of the speaking.  Through her they receive all 

Celeborn had intended, for they are one.  As it tells us about marriage, “…and the two shall 

become one…” we see this true in Lord Celeborn and Lady Galadriel.  Through her they minister 

to each as each has need.  Probably one of the most touching scenes is when Gimli is asked what 

gift he would ask of them.  He asks for a single strand of Galadriel's hair.  All in attendance are 

shocked at his request, although she forced out of him. She rewards his bold request by giving him, 

not one, but three strands of her hair, and the promise that "if hope should not fail, then say I to you, 

Gimli son of Gloin, that your hands shall flow with gold, and yet over you gold shall have no 

dominion." This is a very important lesson. 

 Jesus promised us a "Comforter" comes to those who follow Him. This Comforter is the 

Holy Spirit, of whom Jesus also said, "shall lead you into all truth."  Just as Lothlorien is a secret 

place, we must find our secret place in prayer. If we do we have the promise of God that He shall 
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be our fortress, and that He shall guard us and protect us.  We can come to Him and find rest. We 

come to Him and find counsel. Yet it doesn't end there, for if we dare to be bold, as Gimli, son of 

Gloin, and ask boldly, with proper motives, God shall be delighted to answer our prayers.  This is 

not a doctrine of "Name it and Claim it," but of finding ourselves in God, walking His paths and 

asking greatly, according to His will.  Part of God's will is that we receive the mighty blessings that 

are His.  Together Celeborn and Galadriel give us a glimpse of the person of the Holy Spirit of 

God, and that relationship He wishes to have with each of us.  This is what we must strive for in 

prayer. Without our stay in our secret place, our Lothlorien, we shall not be able to fulfill the tasks 

our Lord gives us. Nor shall we find the boldness to ask of Him what He wishes to pour out into 

our lives. 

 "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 

for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you 

comfortless: I will come to you." (John 14:13-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "'I serve only the Lord of the Mark, Theoden King son of Thengel,' answered Eomer. 'We 

do not serve the Power of the Black Land far away, but neither are we yet at open war with him; 

and if you are fleeing from him, then you had best leave this land. There is trouble on all our 

borders, and we are threatened; but we desire only to be free, and to live as we have lived, keeping 

our own, and serving no foreign lord, good or evil.'"  (The Two Towers, page 35) 

 

Eomer: The Treacherous Loyalty 

 When I think of Eomer, I am reminded of the legends of the knights in many books, of 

Lancelot, Gawain and King Arthur.  The statement above shows part of who he is while 

withholding another truth about himself.  Bravely disobeying King Theoden's edict about 
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patrolling the lands for Orcs, he says his only desire is to be free, not choosing any "foreign lord, 

good or evil".  He is bound, however, by his own contempt and even loyalty, to an end that cannot 

see freedom.  Secretly he desires to side with that which is good.  If that were not the case he would 

not disobey his king in order to protect him and his people.  His boasting coupled with belief in 

gossip, almost caused a fatal end for himself and Gimli, and probably others. Legolas was ready to 

strike the first blow against any who harmed Gimli. 

 What we see here is someone trying to balance upon a fence, yet at the same time trying to 

be loyal to one side.  You simply cannot do both.  You must choose, one side or the other, good or 

evil.  You cannot stand by and be neutral.  Eomer knew this, and for that reason he took the Riders 

of the Third Riddermark out on patrol of the lands of Rohan.   He made a conscious decision to side 

with good, wherever that may be found; and to oppose evil wherever that may be found. 

 There was a man like that who came to speak with Jesus by night. His name was 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Pharisees.  He came by night because he didn't want the other Pharisees 

to know what he was doing.  He was trying to be impartial and not take sides, but in his heart he 

had already sided with his Messiah.  In John chapter three we have an account of that marvelous 

encounter.  Jesus did not ridicule him, or get angry with him, as He had with other Pharisees.  The 

reason is simple.  Jesus saw the heart of Nicodemus, and it was bent towards God.  So Jesus 

teaches him.  He takes time out to instruct this teacher of the Law about the Law he teaches.  It is 

the only recorded time that Jesus does so. 

 Nicodemus and Eomer were brash and proud, but their loyalty brought them into conflict 

with themselves, and eventually others.  Such loyalty to Theoden King put Eomer’s life in danger, 

and for a time Nicodemus also faced ridicule and even expulsion from the Sanhedrin by the other 



Pharisees.  Yet Eomer is listed as one of the valiant who fought on the Pelennor Fields.  Likewise 

Nicodemus is also mentioned with reverence as one of the two men who retrieved our Lord's body 

from the cross. (The other being Joseph of Arimathea). 

 What we can learn from Eomer is that it is dangerous to try to sit on the fence.  Sooner or 

later we must choose a side.   May we strive to keep our hearts soft before God that our choice will 

always be for Him.  You see it isn't just a “one time” thing.  Salvation is, but working out that 

salvation is a “moment by moment” affair.  We can easily be swayed to compromise our belief and 

even our love for Jesus if we do not constantly keep choosing for Him, as did Nicodemus, as did 

Eomer, as did Mary of Magdalene, as did Arwen. 

 "And after this Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 

Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He 

came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first 

came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound 

weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the 

manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in 

the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. (John 19:38-41) 
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 "A queer look came into the old eyes, a kind of wariness; the deep wells were covered over. 

'Hrum, now,' answered the voice; 'well, I am an Ent, or that's what they call me. Yes, Ent is the 

word. The Ent, I am, you might, say in your manner of speaking. Fangorn is my name according to 

some, Treebeard others make it. Treebeard will do.'"   (The Two Towers, page 67) 

 

Treebeard: The Unhasty 

 We come upon the most unlikely of characters in Fangorn Forest as we follow the escape 

of Merry and Pippin from the Orcs.  For Treebeard is an Ent, a shepherd of the trees, is one way in 

which he describes himself.  With him, as with all of his kind, conclusions are reached only after a 

long time of examining the issue.  Such is there manner that even their names, in their own tongue, 

are so long that it would take more than a lifetime among men to repeat even one. That is why he is 

known as Fangorn, or as he prefers, Treebeard. 



 Treebeard's alliance to the Fellowship has nothing to do with the quest of the Fellowship, 

nor any particular love for any of the Fellowship, but rather because they share a common enemy, 

the wizard Saruman.  As a shepherd of the trees, something we are expected to understand is not 

unusual, although actually finding and talking to one of these tree shepherds is, Treebeard is 

against Saruman and his Orcs.  You see Saruman brought his Orcs to Fangorn Forest to cut down 

trees to build his machines at Orthanc, or to fuel the fires at the white tower of Isengard.  We see 

then that it was not so much Treebeard who pitted himself against Saruman as it was that Saruman 

made himself an enemy. 

 I can see a few interesting things here. First there is the fact that Treebeard is slow in 

reaching conclusions. The Bible tells us to "Be slow to wrath," but this is only one aspect. We see 

a diligence placed upon making sure a correct decision is made. In this, perhaps, we can 

understand the patient forbearance of God towards us. For while we made ourselves enemies of 

His, still He withholds judgment while mercy may yet be received. When we receive His Mercy, 

that is the atoning grace providing in Jesus, His wrath against us is removed and we find we are 

more than just friends. Yet, when one refuses all mercy extended them, foregone all patience of 

God, they will find themselves at the mercy of His wrath. In that day there shall be no mercy. Like 

Treebeard and the other Ents, once God's wrath is released there is no calling it back. 

 There is something of a riddle in the Bible, although it is not stated as such, about the 

Pharaoh and the fact that God hardened his heart against the people of Israel. Ten plagues are 

launched against Egypt to gain Israel's freedom. People have asked me, and I have asked myself, 

"How did God harden the heart of the Pharaoh?" The answer I keep coming up with is that 

Pharaoh's heart was harden by his own rejection of each extension of God's love towards him. Ten 
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times God, through Moses, requests that the Pharaoh release His people. With each refusal comes 

a plague. What would have happened if the Pharaoh had agreed to let them leave? I think a very 

different story may have been told. God knew how Pharaoh would respond, but gave the Pharaoh 

the chance anyway. In the end he and his whole army was destroyed. In like manner Saruman had 

made himself an enemy of many. He was an enemy of the Ents, of the Fellowship, of all free elves, 

men and dwarves. In fact he even made himself an enemy of Sauron, whom he unwittingly served, 

just as the Pharaoh made himself an enemy of Satan, whom he also unwittingly served. 

 May we be God-like in examining all things before jumping to conclusions. May we 

withhold our wrath and allow God to be the One who enacts any vengeance necessary. Instead may 

we, by God's Spirit, offer friendship and mercy to all. This is true love. 

 "And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 

thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 

that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 

those things were so. Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were 

Greeks, and of men, not a few. (Acts 17:10-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "'Now Theoden son of Thengel, will you hearken to me?' said Gandlaf. 'Do you ask for 

help?' He lifted his staff and pointed to a high window. There the darkness seemed to clear, and 

through the opening could be seen, high and far, a patch of shining sky. 'Not all is dark. Take 

courage, Lord of the Mark; for better help you will not find. No counsel have I to give to those that 

despair. Yet counsel I could give and words I could speak to you. Will you hear them?  They are 

not for all ears. I bid you come out before your doors and look abroad. Too long have you sat in 

shadows and trusted to twisted tales and crooked promptings.'"  (The Two Towers, page 119) 

 

Theoden King: From Death's Grip to Hero's Honor 

 Theoden King, son of Thengel, ruler of Rohan, Lord of the Riddermark, had many titles in 

which to prop himself up and find safety. Yet it was within these titles, behind these props and 

because of this pride that he was almost lost to despair. And not only him, but also his family and 

lands as well. Then Gandalf came with a message of hope. Light shone again upon Theoden King 

and he became as a man waking from a foul dream. As the king almost lapses back into despair 

Gandalf offers the following counsel, "Your fingers would remember their old strength better, if 
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they grasped a sword-hilt." The king's sword is given him and Theoden seems to be reborn right 

before our eyes. The movie captured this wonderfully. 

 Theoden King was not without his faults, and his faith wavered from time to time, but 

never did he again allow himself to sink into the mire of despair from which he was released. We 

see his fear for his niece, Eowyn, for his people and for all free people in general. Yet, he was 

willing to fight to make a difference in the war that waged against all free people. He doubted at 

times whether he would live long enough to make any significant difference. However, his 

determination was that he should fight nonetheless. It is this distinction that marks him well. 

 As Christians we can learn from Theoden King. We have also been taken out of darkness 

and brought into the light. We waver in our faith, but if we determine to be steadfast our petty 

battle may well be the difference between eternal life and death for someone looking on. For the 

world does look on. The watch us and are looking to see if there is any difference in us. All too 

often they have looked at the church and all they have seen different was that these people went to 

church on Sundays. That was it. Not much of a testimony. God is calling us to be like Theoden 

King, to rise up out of our darkness and not listen to the "twisted tales and poison promptings". 

 When Theoden King fell in battle on Pelennor Fields it was an honorable death. He died 

feeling fulfilled. Our Pelennor Field lies before us. Will we run, or will we fight? And if death 

should take us does it really matter? Did not Jesus say, "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life"? Did 

not our Lord promise to all who follow Him eternal life in His Father's house? What then do we 

have need of this mortal flesh, other than to offer it up as God would have us do, in life and in 

death? Our joy, or honor, our fulfillment is to do the will of our Lord to the best of our ability, as 



He empowers us by His Spirit. Then, upon our Pelennor Field, whether in life or death, we shall 

find honor in our Father's eyes. 

 "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 

temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I 

come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh will 

I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the 

name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down 

out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." (Revelation 3:10-12) 
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 "'But fear no more! I would not take this thing, if it lay by the highway. Not if Minas Tirith 

falling in ruin and I alone could save her, so, using the weapon of the Dark Lord for her good and 

my glory. No, I do not wish for such triumphs, Frodo son of Drogo.'"  (The Two Towers, page 280) 

 

Faramir: Wisdom of the Second Son 

 We meet Faramir in the wilds between Minas Mogal on the Anduin and in Mordor itself. 

His charge is to hold that territory and thwart any enemy attempts to cross there and attack Minas 

Tirith. We learn much from him in his discussions with Frodo, whom he captures because the 

hobbit is wandering, with Sam, in lands that no free creature roams. 

 What we learn of Faramir is that he is the second son of Denethor, Steward of Gondor, and 

that Boromir was his brother. Yet no two brothers could be more unlike one another. While they 

both were mighty men of valor, Faramir possessed a wisdom that his brother did not. Nor did 

Faramir possess the pride of his brother. I picked the above quote from The Two Towers, because 

it shows how different these two boys were. The one was simply overcome with the desire to 

possess the Ring of Power. In his mind it was the only way to beat the Dark Lord. Faramir, on the 

other hand, realized that to try to wield such a weapon would only be playing into the hands of the 

Dark Lord and would have none of it. Boromir died for giving in to his temptations. Faramir, on 



the other hand, was elevated for resisting those very same temptations. At the end of the epic we 

see Faramir made ruler over a portion of the land and married off to a wonderful woman whom he 

fell in love with while both he and she were being tended to in the Houses of Healing in Gondor. 

 There are several examples in Scripture that seem to teach us the same thing. There is, for 

example, Cain and Abel, although in that instance the innocent died at the hands of the guilty. 

There is Joseph and his brothers, who, after a time as a slave and, for a time, prisoner, in Egypt, 

was elevated to the second highest post in the land that he might be in a position to provide for his 

family in a coming famine. The most significant similarity however is that of Jacob and Esau. Born 

to the same parents at the same time and yet they were totally different. Esau was hairy and 

muscular. He loved to hunt and, one might suppose, enjoyed the pleasures of life. Jacob, on the 

other hand had smooth skin, was pampered by his mother and took care of things around the house, 

and he tended to the goats. That's where things went wrong. He was making some stew and Esau 

came back empty-handed from hunting. Those of us who grew up in the church know the story 

well. You see, the first-born inherited a special blessing, called one's "birthright". Esau was willing 

to sell his for a bowl of stew. When it came time to ante up, of course Esau wasn't about to let Jacob 

have his birthright. Jacob's mother convinced Jacob to deceive his father, which he did, and gained 

the blessing due to the firstborn son. Esau was enraged and Jacob fled. Many years later they meet 

one another again. By this time God has so blessed Jacob that he is a rich man in his own right. He 

is considered a true man of God. The house of Esau grew also, but with it grew conflict. 

 Esau was like Boromir. Self-sufficient.  Powerful.  Proud. Jacob, however, was reliant 

upon God, strong, but not overly so, and humble, not proud. He was like Faramir. Just as Esau 

received the curse instead of the blessing so also did Boromir receive a curse instead of a blessing. 
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And just as Jacob received a blessing instead of a curse, so also Faramir received blessings instead 

of curses. 

 When we come to places in our lives and have to make a choice, be like Faramir, like 

Jacob, not like Boromir, nor Esau. Resist evil, do not exalt yourself, and do the will of the Lord 

with all the might He gives you to do so. 

 "It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 

but Esau have I hated. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 

whom I will have compassion. (Romans 9:12-15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 "Unnoticed a Rider came up and spoke softly in the hobbit's ear. 'Where will wants not, a 

way opens, so we say,' he whispered; 'and so I have found myself.' Merry looked up and saw that it 

was the young Rider whom he had noticed in the morning. 'You wish to go whither the Lord of the 

Mark goes: I see it in your face.' 

 'I do,' said Merry. 

 'Then you shall go with me,' said the Rider. 'I will bear you before me, under my cloak until 

we are far afield, and this darkness is yet darker. Such good will not be denied. Say no more to any 

man, but come!'"   (The Return of the King, pages 77-78) 

 

Eowyn: Shield Maiden of Rohan 

 Eowyn's tale is a complicated one. Almost tragic, yet it speaks so closely to our own lives. 

In love with Aragorn she realizes that her competition, namely Arwyn, far surpasses her, not just 

because of Arwyn's beauty and elvish heritage, but because Aragorn already loves her. Yet it is 

when Aragorn chooses the "Paths of the Dead" that Eowyn looses all hope. Her despair is when 

Theoden King of Rohan refuses to allow her to join Rohan's army in battle to aid Gondor. The 

reason for this is that she wishes to die, and if she is to die she wishes to die honorably, in the 

service of her country. She dresses like a man and goes anyway, taking with her Merry. She is 

rewarded for her deception by witnessing the death of Theoden King. In that moment, out of her 

deepest despair, she rises up, as only one can who has nothing else to lose, to face the Captain of 

the Nazgul. While she succeeds in slaying the Nazgul, something no man could do, she is mortally 

wounded. More than that she has no wish to recover. Yet there, in the Houses of Healing she meets 
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Faramir and falls in love. In the end they are married and Aragorn, King of Gondor, gave Ithilien to 

Faramir to rule under him. Faramir ruled with Eowyn at his side. So then hope found a way at last, 

through love. 

 So it is with us. We fix our eyes upon something or someone and find it nearly 

unattainable. Yet the enemy keeps tempting us with this. Now there's nothing wrong with 

whatever that may be, necessarily, but our fixation with it makes it wrong. We are left desolate, 

without hope and plummeting into deep despair. We devise ways in which to achieve that goal and 

our despair is only made the worse. So we give up. We look to find and end, but for the most part, 

an honorable end. Perhaps this is why many young men and women volunteer for active combat 

duties. They wish to die defending their country, just as Eowyn wished. And at that final moment, 

when despair is come to full blossom, we find we have nothing to lose and make a heroic stand, not 

because we are heroic, but because we wish to die. It is then that God's love reaches out to us and 

says, "Not yet! I have work for you, my child." Wounded in body and spirit, emotionally destroyed 

we wait for death to take us, but it will not. For Jesus overcame Death on the Cross. When we 

realize the vastness of His love towards us at that moment we fall in love with One greater than 

Aragorn, One who is King of ALL kings. And this Jesus, this Lord of all creation, asks us to live 

with Him eternally, to share His love and His joy and His peace forever in His house. We are 

broken down only to be made anew. 

 The one story in Scripture Eowyn reminds me of is that of Ruth, who leaves her own 

country and follows Naomi, her mother-in-law, back to Israel. Although Naomi tried to persuade 

Ruth to go back to her people she refused and clung to Naomi. The end result is that Ruth became 

part of the lineage of Jesus Christ. She had lost her husband, only to find another man, a man of 



God through whom God would raise up His Anointed. May we be like Ruth, and hang on to that 

final thread of hope. For in that we shall, like her and Eowyn, find not just fulfillment, but 

overflowing riches. 

 " And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 

whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, 

and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to 

me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. When she saw that she was steadfastly 

minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her. So they two went until they came to 

Bethlehem." (Ruth 1:16-18) 
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 "'I am named Beregond son of Baranor. I have no duty this morning, and I have been sent 

to you to teach you the pass-words, and to tell you some of the many things that no doubt you will 

wish to know. And for my part, I would learn of you also. For never before have we seen a halfling 

in this land and though we have heard rumor of them, little is said of them in any tale that we know. 

Moreover you are a friend of Mirthrandir. Do you know him well?'"   (The Return of the King, 

page 33) 

 

Beregond: Breaking the Rule to Preserve the Law 

 We meet Beregond in Gondor. He is one of the palace guards and is assigned to teach 

Pippin the tasks he will need as a servant of Gondor. He is a mighty man, yet like Faramir, he is 

also gentle of heart. One would say he is a righteous man. Beregond, at one point, sends his son to 

show Pippin around, since he has been called back to service. From that we can deduce that 

Beregond is also a family man. As the story progresses Denethor, Steward of Gondor, takes his 

wounded son Faramir to the Tombs. He means to die, with his son, upon a funeral pyre. Pippin 

runs to get Gandalf, but on the way runs into Beregond and tells him of the danger that awaits Lord 

Denethor and his son Faramir. Beregond is caught in a web of rules that deny him entrance to the 

Tombs. Still, by the time Pippin returns with Gandalf they find Beregond fighting the guards at the 

Tombs. He has slain two already and will not let those servants put fire to the wood. He will not 

suffer his Lord and his Captain to die. 

 Understand what a cruel decision this must have been for him. In order to protect Denethor 

and Faramir he has to kill others of his kindred. Yet, every time I read this, and when I saw it in the 

movie, I wondered why those servants of Gondor were willing to follow the orders of a man who 



was obviously mad. Beregond had to make the choice to follow the rules of Gondor and let them 

kill his Lord and his Captain, or break the rules and prevent their death. Choosing the former 

would ensure the death of Faramir and Denethor. Choosing the latter would likely cost the lives of 

his peers. He chose the latter. His duty was not to follow the rules, but to protect the Steward of 

Gondor, and the line of the stewards. Therefore, his choice was in keeping with the law, not the 

breaking of it. 

 In the Old Testament we find an interesting story. It is about a shepherd by the name of 

David, whom the prophet Samuel has anointed king of Israel to replace King Saul. Saul is 

overcome with an evil spirit and seeks to destroy David, leaving the normal battlefields to hunt 

down David and his men with one goal, to kill him. Twice David had the chance to kill Saul, and 

twice he spared the king. Why? Because David feared to lift his hand against the Lord's anointed. 

David realized that although God cast out Saul it was God who placed him upon the throne of 

Israel. To kill Saul would be to kill God's servant. David had no right to judge Saul. That was up to 

God. 

 Many miss the importance of this lesson. To judge Saul and take his life David would have 

been opposing God and been guilty of the very things Saul was guilty of. It is easy to cast 

judgment, to pass sentence. Yet it is not God's will that we do so. The Body of Christ has been 

struggling with this since the beginning. Paul wrote to the Corinthians about this very problem. 

They were passing judgment on some and not on others. God, through Paul, taught them the way 

of love. Are there outcasts in your society? Are there those who you feel you would not like to see 

come into your house of worship? Then you are in danger my friend. For God is not collecting 
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those who attend a certain house of worship, but those who attend to His will. We must open our 

doors to all and let God do the judging. 

 "I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own 

name, him ye will receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not 

the honour that cometh from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is 

one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 

believed me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 

(John 5:43-47) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foes of the Fellowship 

 

 "'Sneakin', sneakin'! Hobbitsess always sssooo polite. Ehm..nice Hobbitsess. Smeagol 

brings them up ssecret ways, that nobody else can find. Tired he is, and thirsty he is and he 

guidessess 'em and he searchess the path..yess. And then they say: Sneak!"  (The Two Towers, 

page 324) 

 

Gollum/Smeagol: The Path of Certain Death 

 The creature Gollum should be of great interest to us and I will get to that in a moment. 

First let me describe his attributes and fate. 

 Gollum became a thief and a murderer in his youth to possess the Ring of Power, although 

he did not know what it was. To him it was simply his "Precious", and remained so until his death. 

It is recorded for us that Smeagol, for that is his true name, once was much like a hobbit. After 

possessing the Ring he took to dark places, finally inside mountains and caverns. There his body, 

although remaining strong, aged into the most detestable of things. His speech was altered, for his 

mind was ever driven to the Ring, and he produced an ugly guttural sound for which he was later 

named "Gollum". 

 This might have had a happy ending when Bilbo liberated him of his Precious, although 

making himself an unwitting captor himself at the time, but it did not. So much of the Ring and the 

desire to retrieve it hold his heart that he was driven even into Mordor to seek for it. Now a creature 

of the night, for he hated the rays of the Sun and even a full Moon, he traveled far and wide in 

search of the Ring. He was held captive, first by elves, later by the hosts of Mordor, only to 
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increase his pain and suffering. Gandalf, Bilbo and Frodo rightly say that he deserved mercy, not 

justice, for he is to be pitied greatly. 

 He became a guide for Frodo and Sam to Mordor, against his will, but held to a promise to 

the Ring. When released of his duties Gollum continued to follow until, upon reaching Mount 

Doom, he entered in and saw Frodo as he was slipping on the Ring. Taking advantage of the 

moment he attacked, wrestled with Frodo and finally biting off Frodo's Ring finger so as to attain 

the Ring. This he did, for scant seconds as both he and the Ring of Power plummeted down into the 

fires of Mount Doom and were destroyed. 

 And this, my friends, is why Gollum's character is so important to us. If we allow sin to 

take so great a hold on our lives so that we are a complete slave to them, Gollum's fate will appear 

to be gentle in comparison. Whoever sins is a servant of sin, and sin brings about death, first to the 

lovely being God had created and second to the eternal self that should have spent its eternity with 

God. Are you wondering if God loves you, if you can be salvaged from your life of sin? Think on 

it no more, God can if only you will ask of Him. Do you have "secret sins" that are eating you up 

inside? Know that if you do not repent of them that they will lead you to certain destruction. 

Repent and be set free today. 

 "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with 

evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 

lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 



shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

firstfruits of his creatures." (James 1:13-18) 
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 "'Ah, But he has likely enough been adding to what he brought at the first,' argued the 

miller, voicing common opinion. 'He's often away from home. And look at the outlandish folk that 

visit him: dwarves coming at night, and that old wandering conjurer, Gandalf, and all. You can 

say what you like, Gaffer, but Bag End's a queer place, and it's folk are queerer.'"  (The Fellowship 

of the Ring, page 32) 

 

Ted Sandyman: Gossip Finds Fertile Ground 

 One of the things that we know right from the start is that the miller, Mr. Sandyman, or Ted 

Sandyman, used to listen to gossip. This was not uncommon among the people of the Shire. The 

main difference is the way he used the gossip he heard. You see, most would just be passing stories 

they heard, more or less to pass as conversation. Now gossip in any form is wrong, even in this 

seemingly benign form. Sandyman, however, would sift through the gossip to contrive things that 

brought about suspicion against others. His intent was selfish, and it always brought about pain. It 

is this self-serving gossip that leads to Frodo's quest starting out on a deadly course. I was born and 

raised in New Jersey and am acquainted with La Familia, that group called the "Mafia". I have to 

tell you, if someone like Sandyman were found in their midst they would make him disappear. It's 

not good business to keep around someone who knows all your secrets and then shoots off at the 

mouth. Silence is golden, or it is secured through other methods. 

 When Jesus ministered to the needy He kept coming against different obstacles. Of these 

were people just like Sandyman. In Matthew 9:34 the Pharisees made the statement that Jesus cast 

out devils through the prince of devils. The Pharisees taught a more general bit of gossip, although 

no less damaging. Jesus answers their statements as follows, "For John came neither eating nor 



drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, 

Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is 

justified of her children." (Matthew 11:18-19) 

 Like Sandyman, the Pharisees tried to undermine the good of others. Jesus refused to allow 

that to be done. As Christians we must allow the Holy Spirit to abide in us that we might speak in 

wisdom, not like Sandyman, and oppose those who wrongly accuse us with the Words God gives 

us. We are not meant to be doormats for the Lord. We are called to be soldiers. But we must temper 

this with love. We cannot, nor should not, respond in anger just to save face. Rather we should 

respond to defend God's honor, and we should live to do so as well. 

 "The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not 

true. Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for 

I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. Ye 

judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but 

I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. I 

am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me. Then said 

they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had 

known me, ye should have known my Father also." (John 8:13-18) 
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 "Bill Ferny's price (for his pony) was twelve silver pennies; and that was indeed at least 

three times the pony's value in those parts. It proved to be a bony, underfed, and dispirited animal; 

but it did not look like dying just yet. Mr. Butterbur paid for it himself, and offered Merry another 

eighteen pence as some compensation for the lost animals. He was an honest man, and well-off as 

things were reckoned in Bree; but thirty silver pennies was a sore blow to him, and being cheated 

by Bill Ferny made it harder to bear."  (The Fellowship of the Ring, page 191) 

 

Bill Ferny: The Face of Greed 

 Bill Ferny is as much like a man as one should like to meet, as was Ted Sandyman. He is 

described as looking like he was part troll, but the real evil of Ferny was his greed. To satisfy his 

greed he sold out the whereabouts of Frodo and the other hobbits, and was instrumental in 

scattering all the ponies and horses from Butterbur's stables. This meant the only pony for sale was 

his, and he had created his own seller's market. Notice how he had no problem with dealing with 

the Nazgul, the ringwraiths of Sauron. Once sin enters a life and takes hold other sins follow close 

behind. 

 Do we see this portrayed in real life or in the Bible? Of course we do. How often do we 

lament over the big businessmen who have bought up some product or what-have-you, so that they 

might sell that same product back to the public at an inflated price? How often do we lament our 

own government for raising our taxes to do "such and such" only to watch them give themselves 

another undeserved raise? In real life we see the greedy Bill Fernys all around us. The end of these 

people is certain. Jesus tells the parable of a rich man who had taken in so much grain that his 

storehouses couldn't contain it all. Instead of selling it at bargain prices, which would still have 



netted him a profit, or giving some away to the needy, this man decides that he will tear down his 

old barns and build larger ones to hold the increased harvest. He presumes that he will then be able 

to lay back and take life easy. Jesus tells us that he is wrong. "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 

required of thee." The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death. In contrast, the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ. (Romans 6:23) 

 It may look good to Bill Ferny and the rest of the greedy bunch at first, but the end leads to 

destruction ... always. The only way to escape destruction is through Jesus. One thing good did 

come about from Bill Ferny's greed, and that was the salvation of the pony he sold them. We can 

also be assured that while we face many evils in this world, if we are faithful in following the Lord, 

He will bring forth that which honors Him. 

 "And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 

plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where 

to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 

there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 

goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, 

Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 

thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." (Luke 

12:16-21) 
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 "'Radagast the Brown!' laughed Saruman, and he no longer concealed his scorn. 

"Radagast the Bird-tamer! Radagast the Simple! Radagast the Fool! Yet he had just the wit to play 

the part that I set him. For you have come, and that was all the purpose of my message. And here 

you will stay, Gandalf the Grey, and rest from journeys. For I am Saruman the Wise, Saruman 

Ring-maker, Saruman of Many Colours!'"  (The Fellowship of the Ring, 272) 

 

Saruman: From Wise to Fool 

 Ted Sandyman and Bill Ferny aside, it is Saruman who we come to despise most, for he 

once was an ally to all that was good. He was head of the Council of the Wise. Now we see him as 

his treachery is unmasked. Notice that Saruman calls himself "Ring-maker". It is his will to use the 

Ring of Power against the Lord of Mordor. His ambition stops not with that, but extends to the 

defeat of all in Middle Earth. His folly is unmasked. He is captured in his own halls at Isengard. 

Although he escapes he does so as a beggar, a player of tricks. No more is he Saruman the Wise. 

He is Saruman the Fool, for he remains unrepentant. In researching this it is interesting to notice 

that Melkor, the Ainur who at first opposed Iluvatar and was cast out of his presence and made war 

upon Middle Earth, once repented. The repentance lasted for a season, but was not thorough. Yet 

one much lesser than Melkor does not repent at all. 

 When Jesus walked the streets of Israel he spoke to many people, both in crowds and face 

to face. What is interesting to notice is that, like Saruman, the religious leaders, the teachers of the 

Law, the Pharisees and Sadducees, for the most part, were singled out by God to be the wise 

leaders of His people. And yet these were the same people who opposed the very Messiah their 

prophets had taught would one day come. Like Saruman that had put off Godly wisdom and 



replaced it with their human wisdom, thereby making themselves fools in God's eyes, and before 

the world.  

 Still it is noteworthy that when Jesus talked to them as a group He seemed to always be 

attacking their foolish ways. On one occasion Jesus gives the parable of a Pharisee and a 

"publican", or tax collector, who came to the Temple to pray. The Pharisee "thanks God" that he is 

not like all these other people, even like this publican. The publican, on the other hand, is so 

ashamed that he dares not even lift his face towards heaven and asks that God would be merciful to 

him. For he knows he is a sinner. Jesus asks the people, "Which prayer do you think God shall 

hear?" Let us not become like Saruman and get caught up in our own wisdom, but let us realize 

how limited our wisdom is and rely upon God. 

 "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 

foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 

the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men." (I Corinthians 1:23-25) 
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 "What it was could not be seen: it was like a great shadow, in the middle of which was a 

dark form, of man-shape maybe, yet greater; and a power and terror seemed to be in it and to go 

before it. It came to the edge of the fire and the light faded as if a cloud had bent over it. Then with 

a rush it leaped across the fissure. The flames roared up to greet it, and wreathed about it; and a 

black smoke swirled in the air. Its streaming mane kindled, and blazed behind it. In its right hand 

was a blade like a stabbing tongue of fire; in its left it held a whip of many thongs. 

 "'Ai! Ai!' wailed Legolas. 'A Balrog! A Balrog is come!'"  (The Fellowship of the Ring, 

page 344) 

 

The Balrog: The Depths of Fear 

 Tolkien's description of a Balrog is meant to do two things, first to emphasize the fear that 

this creature inflicted on all who saw it, and second to tell us that no mere description would do that 

justice. This great beast, a form of shadow and fire, showed only malice. All who saw it feared, 

even the orcs who were fighting against the Fellowship. 

 Fear is an incredible weapon. It disables its victim and then slowly feeds upon them until 

they are completely devoured with terror. How many of you have wrestled with, or are wrestling 

with depression and some kind of panic/anxiety disorder? God is not the author of fear! 

Understand that! If that is true then where does this fear come from? Like the Balrog, it comes 

from the depths, from places unknown to men, and preys upon the living. This is an apt description 

of Satan and his demons. Even our enemies tremble in the presence of these demons. Yet we need 

not be consumed by so great a terror. 



 In The Lord of the Rings Tolkien shows how Gandalf stands up against this beast. He does 

so with words of authority and with light. Jesus has given Himself to all who follow after Him that 

they might have the authority of His name and the brilliance of His light to combat these demonic 

attacks against us. Where there is light there cannot be darkness. Gandalf stands upon the bridge 

and cries out, "You shall not pass!" It is not a request, but a command. Likewise, when we feel fear 

begin to approach and take hold, we must turn to our Savior, and with a voice filled with 

conviction cry out, "You shall not pass!" We are covered with the sacred blood of Jesus. Jesus tells 

us to flee and stands upon the bridge between danger and safety and cries out with His blood, "You 

shall not pass! It is finished!” In battle the demons were destroyed and our Lord gives to us that 

power to destroy them in our daily walk. 

 Do not therefore be overcome with fear, but be upheld by the mighty love of God in Christ 

Jesus. He stands between us and disaster. 

 "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." (Romans 8:15) 

 "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind." (2Timothy 1:7) 
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 "Such malice was in them that men stepped back from him. He bared his teeth; and with a 

hissing breath he spat before the King's feet, and darting to one side, he fled down the stair." (The 

Two Towers, page 125) 

 

Grima Wormtongue: The Power of Words 

 When we come to Rohan we are introduced to several characters, most already mentioned 

and covered. Yet one we have not covered is Grima, or Wormtongue. He has somehow been able 

to worm his way into the confidence of King Theoden so as to be his councilor. It is in this role that 

Grima Wormtongue disables King Theoden to the point of near death and rules Rohan in his stead. 

This goes on, even though valiantly challenged by Eomer, the King's nephew (Eomer, sister-son). 

Theoden's own son dies in battle and Eomer is put in prison, at the word of Grima. Then something 

changes. Gandalf arrives with Aragorn, Legolas and Gimli. While the latter three can do no more 

for the king than offer their valiant services Gandalf challenges the king to think for himself, to 

dispel the poison that has so long been destroying his mind. Grima gets angry and tries to thwart 

even this attempt, but Gandalf has not come unaided. He has brought with him his staff. With the 

staff he is able to bring light into the room and dispel the darkness. And with that light a new light 

shines within Theoden King. This light is called truth and the king receives new vitality, and is 

released from the grip of the lies that had been destroying his mind. Grima is cast out and is found 

hiding out with Saruman later on, and when Saruman is cast out the two roam about as beggars, 

Grima still servant to his lord. 

 We see the same thing true in the Bible. The words spoken by the serpent in the Garden to 

deceive Eve brought the eventual downfall of mankind. The words spoken by false prophets and 



led Israel astray to follow false gods, to the point where they were both conquered and enslaved. 

And then, there are those words of defeat we hear in our own ears daily telling us how miserable 

we are, that God could not love us, or that we are beyond His reach, or that we shall never gain 

victory over some secret sin in our lives. These words carry power, power to destroy if given place 

in our hearts and minds. 

 We know that all words have power. They can be power for good or evil and it is important 

that we learn to use them for good. Just as Gandalf used his words for good and released the king 

from his anguish, may we also, by the Spirit of God, use our words for good, so that God may 

come into the situation and bring about newness of life. May we realize within us, if we are 

children of God, we are so by the GRACE and MERCY that God has extended towards us in Jesus, 

His Son. May we go out and allow God to fill our mouths with His words, words of truth, that those 

around us will "see a great light" and know that Jesus is not only the truth but their truth. 

 "For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 

and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may 

obey us; and we turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, 

and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 

governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 

great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 

among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it 

is set on fire of hell." (James 3:2-6) 

 



The Bible in The Lord of the Rings / David Brollier                             page  77 

 "'Stir not the bitterness in the cup that I mixed for myself,' said Denethor. 'Have I not tasted 

it now many nights upon my tongue, foreboding that worse yet lay in the dregs? As now indeed I 

find. Would it were not so! Would that this thing had come to me!'"  (The Return of the King, page 

86) 

 

Lord Denethor: Betrayed by Pride 

 When we come to Denethor, Steward of Gondor, we come upon a once great man. You 

must understand that it was to his house that the stewardship of Gondor lay until such time as a 

rightful king should come to claim the throne. Yet, proud as mighty men are accustomed to 

becoming, Denethor succumbed to the greatest of weaknesses. Like a strong tree, once beautiful, 

he had begun to rot from the inside and was in danger of falling down dead and useless. The death 

of Denethor is later related in the epic. Before I go on to that I want to point out something that I 

just now happened to notice. 

 Denethor reminds me of King Saul. King Saul of Israel was "head and shoulders" above all 

other men. He was, in fact, not really a bad person. In fact he had prophesied with the prophets 

before being anointed as king. That should set us on high alert. We aren't immune to sin because 

we've become Christians. What we are is aware of, and exposed to, some of the most vile 

temptations mankind has ever known. Without the help of the Holy Spirit none of us would make 

it. We would be as Denethor, proud, yet dead inside. Remember what happened to King Saul? He 

became so proud that he thought he was above God's prophet, Samuel, and in that sense, above 

God. God would not have it, or him, and so God removed the kingdom of Israel for Saul and gave 

it to David, son of Jesse, a shepherd. 



 In this Tolkien is kind to us. We would all have liked to have seen Jonathan live and grow 

up to be a friend and faithful counselor to David, even if he never became king, but God removed 

the entire line from ruling Israel. Tolkien finds in Faramir one, who like Jonathan, is loving, kind 

and heroic. And unlike God he allows Faramir to live. I'm glad of that. I don't doubt the wisdom of 

God, but it is nice to have a little hope thrown in now and again. Even in this Tolkien manages to 

find spiritual considerations. For as Jesus died, was resurrected and is coming again to be united to 

His Bride, even the church, so Faramir was wounded to the point of death, yet rose up that he might 

met and fall in love with Eowyn. 

 All this Denethor did not see because he trusted in himself, in the power of the Ring 

("Would that this thing had come to me!"), and ill-advised dealings in the supernatural. He lost 

both of his sons, one by death and one by life, his own life, and by that his rule of Gondor, the very 

task to which he was appointed. 

 Take seriously the warnings in Scripture. They are there for a reason. God knows the 

weakness of the flesh. He knows how easy it is for us to trip up and become embroiled in things we 

have no business in being involved in. So He warns us. As a loving Father, He warns us. Yet, all 

too often, we act like spoiled brats and refuse these warnings, only to find the truth in them come to 

rest at our door. Do not be like Denethor. Be like Faramir, be like Jonathan, be like David, be like 

Aragorn, be that person that God has created you to be. And beware the pitfalls that surround you. 

 “Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the 

seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy 

works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and 

thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: And hast 
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borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless 

I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from 

whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 

and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. (Revelation 2:1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 



Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne, 

In the Land of Mordor where the shadows lie. 

One Ring to rule them all, one Ring to find them, 

One Ring to bring them all and in the Darkness bind them, 

In the Land of Mordor where the shadows lie.  (The Lord of the Rings, this poem appears at the 

beginning of each volume) 

 

The Nazgul: Mortal Men doomed to die 

 Long before the epic tale of The Lord of the Ring or even The Hobbit, the Dark Lord had 

deceived mankind, bringing upon them the curse of death. To the greatest of these ancient lords he 

gave the nine rings of power, to rule over their kingdoms, to plunder, destroy and conquer. These 

are the Nazgul, the living dead, who even as the story goes on are doomed to serve the Ring of 

Power, for to it were all the rings of power bound. 

 Stop if you will and think of ancient kings, kings who might have been noble, handsome, 

proud, and strong, with voices that demanded respect and delivered justice. Men of honor. Men of 

legend ... until they were deceived. In their pride they received these rings of power and, yes, they 

were successful in enlarging their kingdoms, in conquering their foes, but in that self-same 

moment they lost all honor, they were no longer noble, no longer would they be remembered in 

legends except as terrifying beasts, shapeless forms that clothed themselves in black, riding about 

doing that which the Ring called out for them to do. They spoke with hissing, rather than those 

noble voices of old. They died, and yet could never die, nor could they ever live. 
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 In the Garden of Eden the serpent tempted Adam and Eve. These two perfect human 

beings, upon giving in to that temptation, became dead. Physically they lived for many years, but 

they had died inside. That precious link, that relationship between them and their Creator was 

destroyed. They became like the Nazgul. All of their children were born into death because of that 

first sin. This is not to say that we are condemned because of what they did, but rather that we, as 

their children, inherited their weaknesses and committed sins of our own, establishing our own 

deadness to God. 

 For the Nazgul there was no release. Were it not for the shed blood of Jesus Christ we 

would also have no hope beyond theirs. All who refuse the mercy of God offered them in His Son 

are doomed to the same fate as the Nazgul, and worse. 

 "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord." (Romans 6:23)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible in The Lord of the Rings 

Author’s Note: 



 There are hundreds of ways to approach The Lord of the Ring and show the Christian 

concepts this wonderful epic displays for us. In fact, I started this series five times before I decided 

it would be more to the point, as well as easier on me, to study the characters in this epic. What do 

they teach us about ourselves, and have we heard it before in the Bible? The answer to the latter 

part of that question is "Yes" and as you read on you will see some examples. Not all the examples 

mind you, but enough to start some discussion. The former part of the question is something each 

of us must ask ourselves. 

 I want you to understand from the outset that these are my observations, not Tolkien's. As 

such, they are limited, but that is intentional. To study the Bible you must get your "feet wet" as 

they say. You, the student, must do some of the work. I have set some things here to get your 

thoughts motivated. Perhaps you will think of something I have not even touched upon. That is 

fine. In fact, that is quite welcome. When we are done here, I want you to be able to have your own 

compilation of observations on how the Bible is taught to us through The Lord of the Rings. 

 Because I have opted to do a character study does not mean you must limit yourself to that. 

For instance, do you see a correlation between the Fellowship of the Ring and the Lord's 

Disciples? How many parallels do you see to the death and resurrection of Christ? What were the 

social interactions between different groups of people, say the elves and dwarves, for example? 

Keep your mind steadied upon the Word of God and let these other teachings rise up naturally out 

of the story. 

 One last comment.  I began writing these studies because I sensed a need to reach out to the 

Gothic community. Frequently I see a guy or gal come along, usually wearing dark clothing, 

sometimes with deep purple or black nail polish and lipstick, sometimes with dark eyeliner, 
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sometimes with leather wrist-bands sporting metal spikes. I'll see the occasional pentagram.  Yet 

the thing I see most is these people want to be accepted for whom they are, not conform to who we 

want them to be. They are frequently outcasts, not only in society, but also from our churches. This 

should not be.  We were all outcasts at one point. Only God gave us the power to become His 

Children, and He did not ask us to change in order to do that.  We should be like Jesus and reach 

out to these who need Him. 

 Now I know some of you are thinking I'm preaching heresy. I'm not. Neither am I 

suggesting that changes should not be made. What I am saying is that we, as sinful people 

ourselves, have no right to tell others how they should worship God. Even here I am nearing a 

sensitive spot so let me get on with it. God does NOT approve of ANY kind of sexually deviant 

behavior, and that includes homosexuality. He abhors the practice of communing with the dead or 

worship of angels (or demons). Yes, there are certain things that God does not want in His house, 

but that does not give us the right to push people away. Romans 5:8 says, "For God commendeth 

His love towards us in this, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." Understand, the 

girl who has an abortion has killed a human life, but God loves her, just as He loves her unborn 

child. To attack her is to attack God, and God will fight for her, not for her right to have an 

abortion, but for her right to seek and find Him. The same is true of homosexuality. We are not to 

attack homosexuals, but we are not to permit or condone its practice. At the same time, we should 

minister to them in love. In short, let them in. Love them as Jesus loves you. Then let the Holy 

Spirit draw them into the Family of God and let Him do the changing in their hearts and minds. It's 

not our job. We have to stop playing God and start acting as brothers and sisters. "For by this shall 

all men know you are My disciples, that you love one another." 



 


