
A Message from DCAEYC’s President  

Hello to all Early Childhood Providers and Teachers.  I hope you 

are enjoying our crazy Spring weather.  One day it’s beautiful and 

80, the next day it’s 92 and humid and then the next day it’s 65 

degrees and breezy.  If you don’t like the weather in Wisconsin, 

wait a minute! 

The DCAEYC recently put on our Ice Cream and Inspiration 

training event.  We had a viewing of the thought provoking video 

“The Raising of America”.  There was a wonderful time of 

networking and discussion after the video.  Our country ranks 

very low, compared to other countries, as far as paid maternity leave.  This generation of 

children is being raised in child care centers or by family child care providers and 

nannies. Parent’s stress has direct effects on children…40% of new mothers return to 

work by the time their infants are only three months old-some because they want to, but 

most because they have to. The video asks about the responsibilities of early childhood 

professionals in helping young children who are affected by parent’s stress.  As a society, 

we have the potential to do so much more to support children.  Here are a few ideas for 

you as an early childhood professional to get started speaking out for families and 

children. 

 Become a Member of an Early Childhood Organization  

 Become Board Member: Support and volunteer with organizations that support 

young children   

 Start conversations:   Talk to people about how important a young 

child's development is to their lives today and their future  

 Host A Viewing Event: Would you like to share this film with other 

professionals and community members?  Speak with a WECA representative for 

more information  

 Sign Up for Advocacy Email Updates:   

o NAEYC:  https://www.naeyc.org/   

o Early Ed for President (NAEYC):  http://www.earlyedforpresident.org/, 

 https://www.facebook.com/supportearlyed, #earlyedin16   

o WECA:  http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/get-involved/advocacy/   
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o Forward for Kids 

(WECA): http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/forwardforkids/   

o First Five Years Fund:  http://ffyf.org/   

o Wisconsin Council on Children and Families:  http://www.wccf.org/   

o The Ounce:  

http://www.theounce.org/?gclid=CjwKEAjwyPW5BRCC3JaM7qfW_Fw

SJACM3jz98PWoFXFrhFWRuLzdhSzJ93rXEkYe4zzZZiz6HPhXNRoC

ndrw_wcBCCh   

o Children’s Defense 

Fund:  http://www.childrensdefense.org/policy/earlychildhood/   

Joan Mrkvicka 

 

NAEYC Affiliate Update  

On Tuesday June 14, we had our affiliate call-in with Laura Simkin of WECA.  

The new member categories and the corresponding price points have been 

finalized. Laura explained the rationale behind the rebranding program and 

chapter naming requirements, as well as the opportunities for both affiliates and 

local chapters that the new structure offers. In the past affiliates were established 

and named based on location.  Laura said that within the new structure chapters 

may be organized and named based on particular interests of NAEYC members.  

Stay tuned for updates as the conversation continues in face-to-face meetings with 

current affiliates as they become chapters and as other opportunities for member 

engagement emerge.   

 

Power to the Profession  

In a May 25th press release, the NAEYC announced an exciting new initiative 

entitled Power to the Profession which will have resounding effects on Early 

Childhood professionals.  Through national collaborations, Power to the 

Profession intends to create a unified framework for Early childhood 

professional guidelines including but not limited to required 

competencies and qualifications to career pathways and compensation.  This 

initiative was launched in response to a report by The Institute of Medicine and 

National Research Council, Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth 

Through Age 8.   This study reported a fragmented early childhood workforce 

without uniform qualifications, career pathways and professional supports.  The 

research related what many of us already know, that this career fragmentation has 

a major effect on the levels of access to and quality of early childhood education 

programs all over the country.   

 

Fifteen organizations have joined together to lead the initiative.  These 

organizations include well known Early Childhood organizations such as 

NAEYC, Zero to Three, Head Start, and the National Association of Family 

Childcare.  The full list can be found at this link.  In addition, there are twenty-six 

organizations who have signed on to be stakeholders in this endeavor including a 

“In today’s economy, 

when having both 

parents in the 

workforce is an 

economic necessity 

for many families, we 

need affordable, 

high-quality child 

care more than ever. 

It’s not a nice-to-

have – it’s a must-

have. It’s time we 

stop treating child 

care as a side issue, 

or a women’s issue, 

and treat it like the 

national economic 

priority that it is for 

all of us.” President 

Barack Obama, 2015 

State of the Union 

Address 
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variety of national educational organizations as well as centers such as the 

TEACH Early Childhood National Center and funds like the Ounce of Prevention 

fund and the First Five Years Fund.  Although this is just the initial informational 

press release, it is an initiative with so much potential!  Through national 

unification, the Early Childhood profession will be able to bring professionals, 

childcare facilities, and the young children and families they serve, a standard of 

care and quality that everyone deserves but which is difficult to achieve without a 

united, nationwide effort.  Please keep your eye out for more updates on this 

groundbreaking initiative via NAEYC newsletters and their website and for local 

updates through newsletters and the web from WECA and DCAEYC.     
 

Upcoming DCAEYC Events 
 

o DCAEYC Board Meeting 

Where: Fitchburg Library 

Day: Tuesday – July 26, 2016 

Time:  6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

o Pamper the Provider 

Where: The Learning Gardens and Preschool of the Arts 

Day: Saturday –September 24, 2016 

Time:  8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

7 Registry training hours for this event 

 Mark your calendars as this year's event will feature visiting a tour of the 
infant/toddler program at The Learning Gardens and three art sessions at 

Preschool of the Arts.   

 Our event will once again feature, a light breakfast, a box lunch and 
snacks as well as an opportunity to exchanges ideas and insights with 

other child care professionals.    

 

Visit us at http://dcaeyc.webs.com/ for updates. 
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