
A Message from DCAEYC’s President 

Well it is a very balmy 2 degrees and feels 

like -13 here in Wisconsin!!  And we got 

about 8 more inches of snow this weekend.  Is 

everyone enjoying a typical Wisconsin 

winter!!  The worst part about severe cold 

warnings is we can’t take the children outside.  

I hope all you providers and teachers are 

finding creative ways to get your children’s bodies moving on those days.  Some things I 

have seen teachers do is to bring a bucket of snow into the classroom and let the babies 

and toddlers play with it, touch it, and taste it.  Put some colorful sprinkles on it for fun!!  

What a wonderful sensory activity for them.  Some of the older classrooms where letting 

the children experiment with colors by painting the snow.  These days are good for 

getting out some fun, active, dance music for the children to express themselves.  Also, it 

is a great time for doing some yoga with the children.  Whatever you do, I am sure the 

parents, directors, and the children appreciate all your hard work and dedication to the 

field of early childhood.   

My life has been encased with providing for many little feet/paws as I am taking care of 

11 amazing Great Dane puppies! They have been keeping me busy this winter, for sure!  

We had a wonderful time at our DCAEYC Annual Meeting and Dinner at Benvenuto’s 

Italian Grill on November 29th, 2016.  The food and company were incredible and we 

were able to close out the year by wishing parting Board members (Debby LaBerge, 

Lauri McKinstry, Staci Hefty, and Darlene Davis) good luck in the New Year.  We 

thanked our wonderful Vice-President, Jenee Jerome, for accepting another two-year 

term, and Amanda Ehlert for accepting the Treasurer position.  We also welcomed 4 new 

Member-at-Large Board members to our team (Allison Kaplan, Emmi Lohrentz Heidi 

Heller, and Sue Rowe) and we look forward to their ideas and appreciate their 

commitment to serving on this great board. 

I look forward to this next year and what trainings we can provide for all you providers 

and teachers of our most important citizens, the future of our country.  I am glad that 
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people are realizing the most important years are the early years and we need to invest in 

all early childhood programs, educators and organizations.  Let your politicians know you 

care about the importance of young children!! 

Stay warm and happy winter!!  

Joan Mrkvicka 

DCAEYC President  

Board Updates 

At the beginning of December DCAEYC had its annual meeting and elections.  The 

results of the elections are as follows: 

PRESIDENT – Joan Mrkvicka 

VICE PRESIDENT – Jenee Jerome 

TREASURER – Amanda Ehlert 

SECRETARY – Mary Catherine (M.C.) Green 

NEW MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

 Allison Kaplan 

 Emmi Lohrentz 

Heidi Heller  

 Sue Rowe 

CONTINUING MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

 Abby Abrisham  

 Courtney Brooks 

 Mary Ellen Tremelling 

 Tammy Check 

 

New Board Member Profiles  

Allison Kaplan currently holds the position of Faculty Associate in the School of 

Library and Information Studies (SLIS), University of Wisconsin – Madison. Her 

doctorate degree is in Educational Leadership from the University 

of Delaware and she has two master’s degrees (library science 

and dance) from the University of California, Los Angeles. Her 

work in SLIS focuses on services to children in public libraries 

and in schools. She has conducted research on early literacy 

programming in public libraries and on the history of early 

literacy books for very young children. She feels strongly about 

strengthening collaborations between libraries and other community organizations. 

She is honored to have been elected to the DCAEYC Board and looks forward to the 

opportunity to serve the association. 

DCAEYC is pleased 

to present the new 

board. “Our diverse 

team will be 

providing quality 

trainings and 

continuing education 

for all professionals 

in the early 

childhood field.  We 

have a great year 

planned for our 

members at 

DCAEYC!”  
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Emmi Lohrentz currently teaches two-year-olds at UW-

Madison’s Preschool Laboratory. Her favorite part of working with 

this age group is guiding the learning and discovery that emerges 

from their curiosity. Emmi is interested in learning more about 

strengthening the relationships between families and teachers in 

early childhood education, as well as developing a better 

understanding and implementation of trauma informed care. Emmi 

is excited to join DCAEYC to learn and promote best practices for education and to 

advocate for early childhood professionals. 

Emmi holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education and Early Childhood 

Special Education from the University of Minnesota Duluth. Prior to teaching at 

Preschool Lab, she taught Early Childhood Special Education and 4-K. 

 

 

Heidi Heller Heidi has a long background in working with 

children which started during her own childhood when she began 

tagging along on her sister's babysitting jobs. Heidi completed 2 

½ years as an accounting major in college before deciding to 

follow her passion and study child development. She holds a 

bachelor’s degree from University of Wisconsin - Madison in 

Human Development and Family Studies with an emphasis on 

Child Development. In her 12 years of experience in the early 

childhood field, she has been a two-year-old and infant teacher in Madison, WI, an 

Assistant Director in Williamsburg, VA, and an infant as well as a mentor teacher in 

Seattle, WA.  Heidi brings her passion and love of children and their development; along 

with her commitment to both families and other early childhood professionals to the 

DCAEYC board and she is thankful for the opportunity to serve. She's a resident of Sun 

Prairie and is a huge outdoor fan who enjoys biking, hiking, camping, kayaking, snow 

shoeing and cross country skiing. She is often found with yarn in her hands, creating 

knitted items of all sorts! 

 

Sue Rowe is a Family Child Care Provider & mother to 2 

thirty-something “children,” She’s still hoping for grandchildren! 

Sue Rowe's 1st Care for Children or "Sue's House," began in 

March of 1985, a few months before her second child, Eric, was 

born. Her daughter, Amanda, was 2 1/2 at the time and needed a 

playmate. What started as an opportunity for companionship for 

her children and income for her family, turned into a lengthy and rewarding career for 

her.   She loves how the family child care experience intertwines with everyday life, the 

ebb and flow of daily routines, seasons, birthdays and holidays.   She is fascinated by 

human development and sees it "played out" before her every day.   

Sue’s House moved from southwest Madison to Verona in 1992.  At that times Sue 

became an active member of Verona Family Child Care Association and eventually 

served as Chairperson.  She holds a BS Degree and both the Infant Toddler and  

Administrator Credentials.  
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To allow for her absence during vacations, appointments & training, she added staff in 

2003.  She became accredited through Satellite (City of Madison) in 2005.  

Interests include walking & hiking, history & geology, travel, biking, Packers, Badger 

Basketball & Volleyball spectator, sewing & reading. 

News from WECA 

Recently WECA needed to implement a waiting list for the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® 

WISCONSIN Scholarship Program, as well as the REWARD Stipend Program.  

Following is a “call to action” and an update on the scholarship waiting list.   

You have a story to share! 

Take Action:  Call to the Governor’s Office to advocate for more T.E.A.C.H. and 

REWARD funding! 

Giving young children our best means ensuring they have well-educated family child care 

providers who provide the stable relationships needed for healthy development. 

Education and retention of the child care workforce is a primary focus of the T.E.A.C.H. 

scholarship program and the REWARD stipend program.  Both are successful 

programs that are essential to meeting and sustaining high quality standards, and both are 

currently operating with waiting lists.   

Call Governor Scott Walker’s office at (608) 266-1212 and share this simple message 

with his staff:  Current funding for T.E.A.C.H. scholarship program and REWARD 

stipend program is not enough to keep up with demand; more funding is critical.  

Specifically we are asking for a $7.5 million annual increase in the upcoming 2017-

2019 state budget for support of these two programs. 

Every call is a positive step. After you make your call, feel free to share your thoughts on 

WECA’s Facebook page.  

 Update on T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Waiting List – What you need to know: 

 For those students currently supported by a T.E.A.C.H. scholarship, nothing 

changes. 

 Scholarship renewals are being prioritized to minimize disrupting an educational 

path that is already in progress.  All students moving directly from one active 

scholarship to another in the 2017 spring semester will be awarded a scholarship. 

 This month (December) we are awarding some new scholarship with spring 2017 

start date.  We will review applications in the order they were received and 

completed. 

 On a semester-by-semester basis, we will re-assess what more we can do. 

Scholarship awards for the summer and fall 2017 semesters will be determined at 

a later date, prior to start of the semester (approximately late March for summer 

and July for fall).  News will be posted on our website: 

wisconsinearlychildhood.org  

 If you know people who are considering a return to school, please encourage 

them to still apply.  Evidence of demand is our best hope for increased funding. 

http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/teach/
http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/teach/
http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/programs/reward/
https://www.facebook.com/wisconsinearlychildhood/
http://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/
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News of Interest from Zero to Three  

 

On December 7, 2016, Congress passed legislation reform that focuses on infant and 

early childhood mental health along with grants to support and promote this focus of 

mental health. Included in the bill:  

 

• Award grants to develop, maintain or enhance infant and early 

childhood mental health promotion, intervention and treatment 

programs.  

• Ensure that funded programs are grounded in evidence and are 

culturally and linguistically appropriate.  

• Allow funds to support:  

◦ age-appropriate promotion, early intervention or treatment 

services;  

◦ training for infant and early childhood mental health clinicians 

to integrate with other providers who work with young children 

and families;  

◦ training mental health clinicians in infant and early childhood 

mental health; and 

◦ mental health consultation in early care and education 

programs. 

 

This reform will be signed into law by President Obama soon, after which there will be 

more details about grants and programs.  

 

For more information please visit the Zero to Three website for the press release: 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1658-21st-century-cures-bill-includes-important-

mental-health-grants-for-very-young-children 
 

 Coming Events  

o Launching into Literacy and Math 2017  
 Launching into Literacy and Math 2017 

 Early Childhood Professional Development Conference 

 Registration is now open! 

 For more information about Launching into Literacy and Math 

2017, check out this website: http://www.lilm.org/ 

 To register, go to: http://www.rsvpbook.com/lilm17 

 Join with colleagues from family child care, center-based 

programs, Head Start, public schools, colleges and universities 

for three exciting professional development days with nationally-

recognized keynote presenters and interactive small groups! 

 

o DCAEYC Board Meeting  
 Where: Fitchburg Library 

 When: Tuesday January 24th 

 Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM   

Visit us at http://dcaeyc.webs.com/ for updates. 

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1658-21st-century-cures-bill-includes-important-mental-health-grants-for-very-young-children
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1658-21st-century-cures-bill-includes-important-mental-health-grants-for-very-young-children
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1658-21st-century-cures-bill-includes-important-mental-health-grants-for-very-young-children
http://www.lilm.org/
http://www.rsvpbook.com/lilm17
http://dcaeyc.webs.com/

