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The Terribly Terrific 2s

High drama, blazing energy, a few slugs, big hugs, and a catchy tune from time to time - it's all part of the Darcy Read 2's experience.  Two-year-old behavior can be a bit draining at times, but nearly always entertaining and often fascinating.
The Theatrically Thrilling 3s

We are small, but mighty!  Our kids are really enjoying their time with Teacher Diane and learning a lot along the way.

[image: image7.png]



Nebiat - loves to paint

Josea - loves to sing 

Sasha - loves his horses

Saili – “the helper”

Marissa – “the quiet observer” Colin - loves listening to stories
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The Future Fantastic 4s

I know not what the future holds, but I know who holds the future—our Fantastic 4s!  This January the 4s class will be doing many winter activities, science experiments, and learning about safety with a trip to the Fire Station and talking with a real police officer.
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Paper cutter (guillotine style)

Adult-size Aprons with pockets
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"New Year, New Beginnings” Open Parent Meeting on Wednesday, January 9th from 6:30- 8:30pm.  Please plan to attend with your children.  This will be a fun evening for the whole family and a chance to share our school with potential new members!  Questions? Please contact Christina Barton @ (253) 921-5548.  

Want to swap kids....temporarily?  If you are interested in swapping babysitting please call Andrea, aka “Elliot’s Mom” @ (503) 679-3418.

What should we do?  If you have any great ideas for field trips or interesting people to come and visit our 4s class, please let Teacher Kathy know.
HELP! Parents needed to help break down the school every Thursday from 2:30 - 3:00pm.  If you can help please contact Andrea @ (503) 679-3418 or put a note in Elliot’s cubby.  
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How can I teach my preschooler to write?

1. Build fine motor skills by finger painting, cutting with scissors, or putting together a puzzle.

2. Use picture writing by stapling a few pages together and letting your child tell a story with pictures or scribbles.

3. Master the art of tracing.  Get creative!  Instead of just pencil and paper, use some sand, coffee grinds or dry flavored drink mix poured onto a baking sheet.  Let your child trace letters in it.   

4. Ask questions like “What letter does that start with?” or “What letter makes that sound?”
  

“I stood there wondering what exactly my role was.  I am sure it was clearly written on my face that I was clueless, overwhelmed and wondering if I was making the right choice for my child.  It was our first day of school in the two's class.  I wandered a bit aimlessly as I watched my son delve right in with such freedom and excitement.  It was beautiful and certainly confirmed we were in the right place.  As I continued watching him in amazement, a very kind and gentle someone approached me and started some small talk.  This mother must have noticed my nervousness, or identified with me being the new kid on the block --- or maybe not.  I will never really know.  One thing I do know is that this mom helped me overcome some of my fears with a few kind and reassuring words.  She made me feel welcome and at home.  I never officially thanked that mom but I promise to do that.  I also promise to pass along the same kindness to someone else.”



   - The New Parent -



"Too often we  
 
 
underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around."


        - Leo Busculia -



January 


No Birthdays!  
February


18th – Sydney Morgans



All Aboard!!!! We have set sail on another year here at Darcy Read, and we are off to a fantastic start!  Thanks to our members, the year got off to a great start with two incredible fundraisers.  We look forward to continued enthusiasm as we get ready for the January 9th Open House held during the regular parent meeting time. Make sure to bring your little ones that evening.  Oh, and yes, RECRUIT!  Here's to smooth sailing in the New Year!
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In the next newsletter we will provide more information on the advantages of both cooperative education and mixed age classrooms.  Here is a sneak peek:
What are the advantages of mixed age classrooms? A child can work with older children in one area, younger children in another, and still have social interaction with children his or her own age. Mixed age groups permit younger children a series of models for imitation.  Older children have the opportunity to reinforce their own knowledge by helping the younger ones.
Why should YOU do cooperative pre-school?

Your regular participation in the classroom helps your child make a more gradual transition from a home-centered to a school-centered life, and may ease separation anxieties. Cooperative Preschool gives you an opportunity to observe your child at school. You will see first-hand, what and how your child is learning and how your child interacts with other children and adults. You will gain an insight into child development that will enrich your perspective as a parent. Getting involved in the school and attending family events also give you a chance to meet and work with other parents. For both you and your child, new friendships may develop that extend beyond the classroom.

