Royal Bicycle Club of Bombay

A club founded, probably in 1948, by a group of World War II ex-GI’s and their brides at a Sunday afternoon picnic on the bank of a river in Lester Park (Duluth, Minnesota). After some serious flirting with the booze and beer bottles and a picnic supper, the serious work commenced. They all decided to form a club and the ground rules were:
1. A different committee to run it each year (the picnickers elected themselves the first year).

2. A membership limit of 40 couples, with the current committee choosing the new       members if present members dropped out.

3. Dues ($25) would be set to afford 4 parties each year – including a free bottle of Imperial bourbon at the New Year’s Eve party the first year.

4. A bank account would be set up at the local bank.
Bylaws were written and a letter drafted by a local attorney pertaining to the purpose, structure and scheduled events of the club was presented to the members.
The club was originally called the “40 Couples Club” but soon after changed to the “Royal Bicycle Club of Bombay” following a long dragged out Shaggy Dog Story presented at a later meeting. The emphasis was on sociability and dancing was rather incidental. In the early 80’s the number of members was increased to 50 couples.
Today the membership (and number of guests) is unlimited and open to all interested in joining. The emphasis is more on dancing to good music along with a nice dinner in a pleasant social setting. We have three dinner/dances a year starting in the fall and maintain a theme for each event.
