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High Definition, 3 Men and A Melody, and 
Skyline punch tickets to international 

 

Tag Team Collegiate Champions 
 

Twenty-First Century Vocals Plateau A Chorus Champions  

Cody Choraliers - Most Improved Chorus 
 

 
The 2010 CSD Plateau A Chorus Champions, Twenty-First Century Vocals under the direction of Chad Knipfer. Photo by 

David Haase.
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The CSD quartet qualifiers 

for international 
Photos by Jayne Morden 
 

High Definition.   
 

 

3 Men and A Melody.  
 

 

Skyline.

 

 

Our CSD Collegiate Champions and 

international collegiate qualifier 

Photo by Jayne Morden 

 

Our 2010 CSD collegiate quartet champions, 

Tag Team
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Great time in 

Sioux City! 
By Don Blank,  

CSD President 
 

 
Another successful 

convention for the Central 
States District was held in 
Sioux City!  For those of you 

lucky enough to attend, I’m sure you had a very good, but 
somewhat wet, time.  But even an occasional rain shower 
couldn’t dull the enthusiasm for the week-end.  

 
You can read about the results elsewhere in this issue of 

the Serenade.  We qualified three quartets for Philadelphia, 
to go along with the three choruses that we qualified in 
Lincoln last fall.  So we will be very well represented at our 
next International convention in Philly.  This convention 
should be a real doozy, so if you haven’t made your plans 
yet, you can still go. 

 
We had several exciting “firsts” in Sioux City.  In our 

ongoing efforts to give the attendees of conventions more 
than just the competition, a very successful membership 
seminar was held on Friday afternoon.  Mike Scott, our 
District Membership VP assembled several of our most 
successful recruiters to share their secrets of recruiting.  
Everyone there came away with a barrel full of successful 
ideas to make your chapters grow.  You can also read about 
this elsewhere in this Serenade.   

 
Also in membership, the first Marv Spellman 

Memorial Award was presented to the CSD member that 
recruited the most members in the previous year.  This 
award is sponsored by the Kearney, Neb chapter, and is 
named after a Kearney barbershopper who had signed up 
150 members in his lifetime.  This year’s winner was Dean 

Doyle from the Beatrice chapter with 6 new Man Of Notes 
in 2009.  This award will be given annually to recognize 
recruitment excellence. 

 
All of your district officers and program administrators 

are dedicated to serving the local chapters.  And that is 
because of a very simple fact—the reason for our existence, 
not the Society nor the district; it is the local chapters meeting 

week after week in their home towns, providing the fun, 
excitement, and satisfaction of being a barbershopper.  In 
our effort to serve you better, a reorganization plan was 
unveiled in Sioux City to be voted on the Mason City this 
fall.  This is explained in an article elsewhere in this issue 
(page 5), but it will hopefully provide better 
communication between the chapters and the district, better 
service, and ultimately, stronger local chapters. 

 
So have a great summer with lots of singouts, sign up 

that new prospect that you have been working on, go to 
Philadelphia if you can, plan on Mason City this fall—but 
most of all SING AND HAVE FUN!! 

 

 

3 Men & A Melody 
 

International Semifinalist Quartet 
Eric Derks: 660-438-5308 
eric@3menandamelody.com 
Brad Stephens: 660-679-4339 
brad@3menandamelody.com 
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District reorganization 

unveiled in Sioux City 
By Don Blank, CSD President 

 
A plan to reorganize our CSD organization was presented 

in Sioux City to the Program Administrators, the CSD Board, 
and the House of Delegates.  This plan will be considered and 
voted on at our fall meeting in Mason City. 

 
Below are some discussion points concerning the proposed 

plan: 
 

Why consider reorganization?  What is the 

problem with our present structure? 

 
Under our present organizational structure, we have a very 

obvious communication problem both from the chapters up to 
the district officers and program administrators, and just as big 
a problem from the district level down.  Communication is the 
lifeblood of every organization, and ours in the CSD definitely 
needs to be improved.  We have far too many chapters that 
have little or no direct contact with the district, and we have 
far too many chapters that the people on the district level 
know very little if anything that is happening in those chapters 
other than what can be read on membership reports.   

 

How will the new structure improve 

communication? 

 
The proposal recommends eliminating the two Board 

Members at Large presently on our Board, and replacing them 
with four and possibly five Area Vice Presidents—one for 
each state.  These Area Vice Presidents will be members of 
the District Board, and their only responsibility besides being 
a Board Member is to the local chapters in their respective 
states.  They will be elected by the chapters in their respective 
states for 2 year terms.   They will be in constant contact with 
the chapters in their district.  They will be the voice for the 
chapters on the Board, and ongoing source of information and 
assistance to the chapters. 

 

What other potential advantages will there be 

with these areas? 

 
The sky is the limit as to what could be happening in these 

areas in the future.  The area vice president and the local 
presidents may want to consider state (area) festivals.  They 
may want to line up area seminars to address problems that 
chapters in their area are having.  They may want to organize 
more chapter to chapter activities within their areas.  A whole 
multitude of things are possible. 

 

 
Will we still have chapter counselors and 

pods?  

  
That decision will be made between the district president 

and the area VPs, once the new structure is in place. If they 
feel it is in the best interest of the areas to keep them that is 
what will happen. 

 

What other changes are in the reorganization? 

 
All of the Program Administrators will be under one 

umbrella with the Executive Vice President overseeing that 
group.  The major Program Administrators will have their 
titles changed to Vice President, primarily because literally 
every other district in the Society call their Program people 
VPs.  One additional change is combining the Collegiate 
Quartet program with the Youth In Harmony program, and 
making it a major program headed by a Vice President. 

 
This is a quick overview of the proposed reorganization.  

Between now and the Mason City convention this fall, you 
will all receive more information, and we want you to read it, 
ask questions, offer suggestions, or whatever.  Changes can 
and probably will be discussed and possibly incorporated into 
this plan before it is presented in Mason City.  There was 
strong support in Sioux City for consideration of this change, 
and there was discussion of some possible changes to make it 
stronger. 

 
So read it, and let me or anyone else on the Board know 

what you think.  My e-mail address is on page 2 of this 
Serenade, so feel free to fire away with comments, 
suggestions, questions, or whatever. 

 
We all want the strongest organization possible to keep our 

chapters strong. 
 

Thank You from the Siouxland 
Discovery Chorus    
  
 Just a short thank you note to all who attended the 
Spring Convention in Sioux City, Iowa.  Your 
attendance and participation made all of our efforts 
worthwhile.  Feedback from the local community 
indicates that they were impressed! Impressed with 
the people who attended!  Impressed with the at-
tentativeness of the audience!  And mostly 
impressed with the quality of talent on stage!  
Thanks to everyone for making the spring 
convention a success. 
  
Jerry Forbes,  

Host Chapter Chairman  

Siouxland Discovery Chorus  
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CSD sends 
three to Philly; 
Linn County 
Metro tops 
choruses 
By Jim Bagby, District C&J 
Vice President 
     

   A lively and well-run spring Central States District 
convention came to an appropriate conclusion on April 24 when 
three quartets who are no strangers to international competition 
were announced as qualifiers to represent the CSD at Philadelphia 
this summer.  That came Saturday night, after Linn County's 
Twenty-First Century Vocals returned to the top of the Plateau 
A chorus competition with a solid 73.8 average in the afternoon 
sing off. 

    Also earning a trip to Philly for the World Series of 
barbershop harmony this July was Tag Team, from perennial 
contender Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville.  The 
foursome of Dan Rasmussen, Sam Dollins, John Carr and 

Andew Rembecki captured the collegiate quartet competion by 
just five points over Audio Avenue, representing Kansas State 
and Emporia State universities in Kansas City.   This year's CSD 
contest drew four collegiate entries, with two more competing out 
of district. 

   Our quartet representatives this July will be led by 3 Men and 
a Melody, representing Kansas City Metro and St. Charles 
chapters in Missouri.   The veteran group, top to bottom, is Chris 

Droegemuller, Eric Derks, Brad Stephens and Brian Bellof.   
They average a solid A -- 81.2 -- for their two rounds, and their 
bright red outfits were the choice in the second annual "Audience 
Favorite" awards Friday night.    (See sidebar) 

   Qualifying second with an average of 80.2, from Kansas City 
and Springfield, was High Definition -- Rob Mathieu, brothers 
Mark and John Fortino and Adam Veteto.   The quartet 
announced Adam will be leaving the quartet after Philadelphia to 
devote his time to his medical school, and the group will be 
looking for a new bass.   

  The current district champs, Skyline, took the third qualifying 
spot with an average of 77.2.  Skyline made its  first international 
appearance last year in Anaheim.  High Definition also qualified, 
but got sidelined by the stork.  Skyline represents Kansas City 
Metro and Kansas City chapters in Missouri, and Greendale, 
Wis.  Members are Jake Pirner, Tim Zielke, Josh Umhoefer 
and Mike Louque. 

 Rounding out the top 10 in the field of 14 quartets were fourth-
place Paradigm, from Des Moines; Sound Image, competing 
from Land of Lakes District (Willmar, Minn.); ListenUp!, 
Kansas City, Kansas City Metro and Leavenworth, Kan.; 7th 

Avenue Review, Fremont, Neb; Destination, Algona, Iowa; 
Hogwild, Watertown, S.D., and Stepping Stones, Kansas City 
Metro and Kansas City.  

 In the chorus competition, young Chad Knipfer scored a 
notable double by directing the first- and fourth-place finishers.  
Linn County Metro’s Twenty-First Century Vocals, a 

collection of a half-dozen eastern Iowa chapters, put 25 singers on 
stage and scored 885 points, a high-B average of 73.8.  Algona's 

Cornbelt Chorus, 29 strong, averaged almost 70 under venerable 
Kent Madison to take second.    

The Leavenworth Cody Choraliers, largest in the field with 
30 on stage, earned the Plateau A most-improved award for the 
second straight year under arm-waver Jerry Garrard.  Rounding 
out the top five in the lineup of eight chorus contestants were 
Iowa City (directed by Knipfer) and Omaha, directed by Dale 
Jergensen. 

   The good news from a C&J standpoint, and noted by our 
judges, was that all 14 quartets scored at B level (61) and above.  
That's unusual for any full field of quartet contestants.  And five 
of our eight choruses were at that level (in fact, 63 or over).  And 
all of our choruses put on rewarding performances.   As a judge, I 
can attest I've been to small chorus contests where I've seen 
scores tumble into the 30s, and occasionally to what we describe 
as "train wrecks."   From a scoring standpoint, in every round, 
this was a joy to behold. 

    From an administrative standpoint, local convention 
chairman  Jerry Forbes and his team were a delight to work 
with, and their hard work showed up in a smoothly run event -- 
from the planning before we arrived to the final curtain.  If there's 
something you spotted that could be done better, be sure to let me 
or one of the CSD convention team members know.  That's what 
we're here for. 

   I know of one thing:  we did not crown a 2010 CSD senior 
quartet champion.  And that's because we had no senior quartets 
enter.  Makes no sense, considering we had a raft of seniors 
competing last fall in Lincoln.  And I had several folks tell me in 
Sioux City, "Yeah, my senior quartet almost entered, but mumble, 
mumble..."  So I hope you'll start planning NOW for the 2011 
contest in Columbia, Mo.   Just think, if you're the only one that 
shows up, you win! 

   We also had no entries for what was billed as the "Audience 
Favorite Chorus Jamboree."   I guess you didn't think it was a 
good an idea as I did.   Sigh.  Maybe they gave me the BOTY as a 
consolation prize?  

Audience Favorite Results 

  
Favorite Tenor:  Rob Mathieu, High Definition 
  
Favorite Lead:  Mark Fortino, High Definition 
  
Favorite Bari:   Brad Stephens, 3 Men and A Melody 
  
Favorite Bass (tie): Brian Bellof, 3 Men and A Melody, 
and Adam Veteto, High Definition 
  
Most Entertaining Song:  "Get Me to the Church on 
Time/Medley" -- The Choir Boys 
  
Favorite Ballad: "Baby of Mine" -- 3 Men and A Melody 
  
Favorite Up Tune: "I'm into Something Good" - High 
Definition  
 
Favorite Attire: Bright red suits -- 3 Men and A Melody 
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CSD Spring 

Convention... 

Top notch! 

By Dean Beckman, CSD 

Convention Chairman 

Congratulations to all the 
competitors at the Spring 
Convention in Sioux City. What 

a great group of quartets and choruses. Again this spring the 
audience had the opportunity to judge the quartets on Friday 
evening!  What Fun!! Plan to attend the Spring Convention 
2011 in Columbia, MO, and you too can be a judge and vote 
of your favorites! 

A special thank you goes to Jerry Forbes and the Sioux 
City Chapter for all their hard work to insure that the 

convention was a great success! Our attendance was up and 
participation of the quartets and choruses was top notch! No 
doubt a memorable Spring Convention. 

Plans are already under way to plan for the CSD Fall 
Convention to be held October 8-10, 2010 in Mason City, 
Iowa. The River City Barbershop Chorus has been working 
diligently and has begun the process of putting together a “fine 
tuned” convention. I am impressed at their attention to details 
and am confident that this fall convention will be a fantastic 
opportunity for barbershoppers throughout the CSD to gather 
for a great barbershop weekend. Please take note of the 
Housing form in this edition of the Serenade and definitely 
make your plans to attend the Fall Convention! 

Another reminder…. I am continuing to seek out 
individuals that would enjoy being involved on the CSD 
Convention Team. If you are interested in helping the district 
plan and provide conventions, Please contact me!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jim Bagby…CSD 
Barbershopper of the Year 
By Kevin Barker 
 

The usual approach to this award is that the presenter supplies 
you with a series of factual data about the person’s age, birthday, 
years in barbershop, etc.  I, too, started out my presentation that 
way.  However, this person is so well known that I decided he 
deserved something a little different.  I’d like to instead share 
with you a few thoughts on how he has influenced not only my 
barbershop experience, but others as well. 

Kevin Barker (right), Barbershopper of the Year for 2008 

congratulates Jim Bagby on being honored as the CSD 
Barbershopper of the Year for 2009 Photo by Jayne Morden. 

In 1996, I was in a quartet competing for the first time.  
Before we went on, this gentleman came backstage and asked our 
quartet name and if it was our first time on stage.  Then he simply 
wished us “good luck”.  When he left, I asked, “Who was that 

guy?”  They told me and I instantly recognized the name.  It made 
me feel honored that he’d taken the time and interest to give us a 
little encouragement. 

I’ve worked with this gentleman on the Convention Team.   
He is dedicated to the entire contest process which enhances the 
experience for everyone – competitors as well as the audience.   
From years of experience he’s earned so much    respect and 
credibility - his opinions and knowledge help ensure CSD has 
consistently great conventions. 

He’s educated men throughout the society with his spirited 
coaching sessions.  With his energy level he brings out the best 
that barbershoppers have to offer.  Participants are anxious to hear 
his tips and pointers, and put them to use.       

I’m proud to announce your 2009 Barbershopper of the 

Year is Jim Bagby. 

David Haase, Dick Kury take home 

bulletin honors at District Convention 

The Central States District announced the winners of the 
Hardcopy and Electronic Bulletin contests at the CSD Spring 
Convention in Sioux City, Iowa. David Haase, editor of the 
Davenport, Iowa chapter bulletin, Note Dispenser, won the 
Hardcopy Division and automatically qualifies for PROBE’s 
International Hardcopy Bulletin Contest. Robert Uy, editor of 
the Des Moines, Iowa chapter bulletin, Harmony Overtones, 
placed second. 

In the Electronic Division, Dick Kury, editor of the St. 
Louis Suburban chapter bulletin, By-Lines, took top honors. 
Last year’s winner Karen Nanninga, editor of the Manhattan, 
Kan. chapter bulletin, InCider Press, placed second. Both 
Dick Kury and Karen Nanninga go on to PROBE’s 
International Electronic Bulletin Contest. 

Results of PROBE’s international bulletin contests will be 
announced at the International Convention in Philadelphia, 
Penn., this summer. Good luck to all!! 
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Central States District Membership 

One-on-One Panel – Spring 

Convention, Sioux City, Iowa. 

 

Editor’s note: Below are notes complied by Mark Erikson, Fremont, 
Neb. Chapter President, and Don Fuson, CSD Past President. Jim 

Nugent, Jim Griffith, Glen Larson, Gary Drown, and Mike Scott 
all shared ideas on how to grow your membership. Since there are 
many ideas to share here it is going to broken down into a two-part 
series. Part one will share the ideas of Jim Nugent, Jim Griffith, and 
Glen Larson. Part two, with Gary Drown and Mike Scott, will be 
published in the August issue of the Serenade. 
 

Jim Nugent, Pride of the Ozarks 
Chorus. - 40 Man of Notes - 
a) Has been active in having the choruses interface with local 
music educators in chapters in Colorado, Hays and now 
Bentonville.  

b) Has distributed over 8000 songbooks with previous grants 
to local elementary and junior high schools in two counties in 
NW Arkansas. 

c) Updates and distributes a roster of all Music Educators at 
schools in all grade levels to encourage and promote sharing 
of ideas (including barbershop singing) within the educator 
community.

Jim Nugent shares his ideas on membership in a one on 
one membership panel. Photo by David Haase. 

d) Has successfully used junior high ensembles and 
quartets/VLQs from the local schools on the chapter shows. 

e) Took pictures of local music educators in their own 
classrooms and showed that slide show ahead of the start of 
recent chapter show. 

• Young members are the easiest to recruit – like high school 
students – dues are only $10. 

• Sing a TAG in public (Dapper Dans – Disney World, is a 
good example). 

• Business cards with name on front/Chorus info on back. 

• Get teachers on board – this is important.. 

Jim “Griff” Griffith, Sarpy Serenaders 
- 55 Man of Notes 
a) Has been successful in helping charter three different 
chapters in various states. 

b) There is never, never (and never) a time where it is NOT 
appropriate to talk about singing and coming out to have some 
fun..

The most important question Jim Griffith always asked, 

“Do you like to sing?” Photo by David Haase. 

c) Previously used the Welcome Wagon in town to help 
distribute fliers about finding “Men who like to Sing” into 
new homes in the community.  

d) One of the most successful recruiters was an insurance 
salesman who talked about using singing as a way to plan to 
enjoy life. 

e) Lapel button that said "I Like to Sing, Do You?" 

• Although pretty much a thing of the past, early on - Jim used 
the community Welcome Wagon service (provided a business 
card with chapter into) which “Griff” used to get Barbershop 
information into homes. (So what can we use in its place 
today. Social networking?) 

• The most important question Griff would ask: “Do you like 
to sing?” 

• Equally important – he said to ask everyone – because they 
are a potential member. 

 

Glen Larsen – Fort Dodge Harmony 
Brigade chapter – 4 Man of Notes 
a) Preliminary planning for chapter YIH event came directly 
from the Leadership Academy/COTS YIH class taught by Jon 

Peterson. 

 

One on one continued on page 9 
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One on one continued from page 8 

Glen Larsen shares his ideas on Youth in Harmony. Photo 

by David Haase. 

b) Contact with the local schools is critical and do not expect 
that every teacher will accept “yet another” activity to add to 
their schedule.. 

c) Invited clinicians and guest quartet to help lead the event 
each year. 

d) Use a mid-week afternoon (2nd Thursday in February) at 
one of the schools. 

e) Timing is critical on scheduling an event after winter sports 
but before the spring Musicals and State Music Contests. 

f) Have separate exercises/classes if there is a mix of young 
men and women; bring together for a “show” for parents and 
other public. 

• Youth in Harmony strength. 

• Two quartets: BHS and Sweet Adelines for equal 
time/interest. 

• Filled out surveys. Glen heard young attendees say, “After I 

heard the sound – it was awesome.” “Can’t wait until next 

time.” 

• Weekends are too busy for kids. Have to hold youth 
harmony events during the week, between winter and spring 
sports seasons. Avoid high school spring play. Determine if a 
suitable venue is available? 

• Make a DVD of the event. Send that DVD to teachers the 
following year to generate more/wider interest. 

• Donate $150-250 to schools that partake in the event. 

• Do you like to sing? Sing a Tag with them. Call to follow up. 
After being a member for a while, don’t forget them. (Service 
after the sale!) Get all information. Guest book. Introduce 
them to Director (make that a special event). Director 
telephone call follow-up. Buddy system. “Have the House in 
order.” 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What does the Vocal Majority, the Old 
Capitol Chorus, and a high school graduate 
from Dallas have in common? 
By Mike Scott, CSD Membership VP 
 

A few months ago, the Southwest District 
Membership VP and Youth In Harmony Coordinator for 
the Vocal Majority contacted me via Facebook. He was 
trying to recruit a high school senior, about to graduate, 
to come and check out Vocal Majority. This young man, 
who is not only a quality singer, he is an accomplished 
Saxophone player, stated he was moving to Iowa and 
enrolling at the University of Iowa. When I received the 
‘heads up’ from Brooks Harkey via Facebook – I 
contacted J.P. Marshall from the Iowa City chapter.  
 

Fast forward the tape……Not only did Cody Taylor 
Cook join the Old Capitol Chorus, he has his first Man 
of Note award for bringing in a guest who also joined. I 
had the pleasure of meeting both young men in Sioux 
City at the spring convention.  
 

Social networking – Twitter – Craig’s List – You 
Tube, etc.…..this is where the younger generation of 
male singers are ‘hanging out’ and communicating. It’s a 
natural fit for them. 

We have five generations who make up our 
Barbershop Harmony Society membership – therefore – 
we need to think outside the box and expand our 
traditional news print and radio media advertising looking 
for quality male singers. (I still like the “WANTED – MEN 
WHO LIKE TO SING” ad). We just need to expand our 
‘available tools’. 

I strongly encourage each of the 58 choruses in the 
Central States District to tap into this new ‘social 
networking’ by involving your younger members (who 
use this already and understand it) and other technical 
talented people in your chapter to start looking into 
setting up your own pages/websites/contact info. 

I’ve been contacted by some of our chapters – letting 
me know they are already set up and rolling right along. 
Congratulations! Any chapter who is interested or 
needing help to get started – please contact me. 
mikes@sttiowa.com.  

David Freeman with the Cody Choraliers has the 
Leavenworth chapter ‘plugged in electronically’. Feel 
free to visit with David at jellyw00t@yahoo.com .  He’ll 
share his wealth of knowledge. Also, I am working on a 
tutorial I will be sending out within the next couple 
weeks. You will be surprised how many people you 
already know have a Facebook page. (Friends, 
relatives, fellow Barbershoppers, etc.) 

We held our first ever – Membership 1 on 1 panel in 
Sioux City – a special thank you to Gary Drown 
(Kearney, Neb.), Jim Griffith (Papillion, Neb.),  Glen 
Larsen (Ft. Dodge, Iowa), and Jim Nugent (Greater 

Ozarks, Ark.) for sharing their success stories with us. 
Jim and Glen tied for 2

nd
 place in recruiting in 2009 – 

each had 4.  

Our top man was Dean Doyle (Beatrice, NE) and his 
total of 5 Man of Note awards from 2009. A special 
thanks goes out to Fran Wilson and the Kearney, NE. 
chapter for sponsoring the first ever Marv Spellman 
“Teapot” award, which Dean Doyle will be receiving. 

 

 

 

 

COMEDY SELLS TICKETS 

LET US HEP YA ! 

 

Ol’ Jim    Ol’ Keith     Ol’ Dan    Ol’ Bruce 
 

1…FUNNIER THAN ACOUSTIX 
2…CHEAPER THAN MAX Q 
3…Take up less room than  

HOT AIR BUFFOONS 
4…Better looking than O.C. TIMES 

(Well, 3 outa 4 ain’t bad) 

 

2001 CSD Senior champs 
2002 Buckeye comedy Silver Medalists 
Contact: Keith Schweer 913- 906-9771 

kschweer@kc.rr.com 
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Headquarters Hotel Fall Drawing 
By Larry Warrick, CSD Housing Chairman 

 
Plan now to attend the Fall 2010 Central States District 

Convention hosted by the Mason City Chapter, October 8 – 
10, 2010 

 
For the fall convention in Mason City, there will the 

drawing again for rooms at the headquarters hotel. All room 
reservations from choruses, quartets and individuals must be 
received by the CSD Housing Chairman, Larry Warrick, not 
later than August 2, 2010.  

 
Reservations may be sent to me via the Central States 

website, US Mail, or e-mail using the Excel Spreadsheet. The 
individual form can be found in the Serenade and on our 
website. The group housing spreadsheet can also be 
downloaded from the website or email me and I will email one 
back to you. 

 

August 3rd, I will be making the draw. After the draw is 
completed those choruses, quartets and individuals will 
receive an email, if address is available, or a phone call letting 
you know what hotel I will sending your reservation to. If you 
have not heard from me one week after the draw, please 
contact me as soon as possible. 

 
The headquarters hotel will be Holiday Inn. We have a 

very limited number of rooms at the Holiday Inn.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: The hotels in Mason City do not have 

the room capacity that we usually have in the fall. Because of 
that, choruses requesting more than 40 rooms will be divided 
up between at least two hotels. 

 
The deadline for submitting regular housing reservation 

after the draw is September 6th. 
 
If you have questions, contact me at 515-979-7180 or e-

mail at biglare01@msn.com. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Follow the Music Man to 

Mason City 
By Dean Beckman, CSD Convention Chairman 
 

Mason City is proud to have been selected to host the CSD 
fall 2010 convention.  The chapter and town are very excited 
and preparations are well underway. 

Being a city of 30,000, the convention will have a small 
town Iowa atmosphere and will provide a different convention 
experience.  All of the competitions and many activities will 
be held at North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC).  
The performing auditorium with its 1150 seats will provide an 
intimate setting for the contest.   

Mason City is the home of Meredith Willson and 
conventioneers will have the opportunity to visit his boyhood 
home as well as the Music Man Square. Check out the website 
www.themusicmansquare.org . 

The Music Man Square will be the sight of the River City 
Thank you/party/afterglow on Saturday night.  There will be 
several stages with never ending quartets performing. Come 
experience the 1912 streetscape, the ice cream shop, reunion 
hall and the pool hall.  The party/afterglow, Music Man 
Square, Boy Hood Home and Museum will be free to all 
barbershoppers as guests of the River City Chapter.  We won’t 
have to worry about making too much noise for guests that 
want to sleep; so people wanting to sing, go for it. 

One of the ways attendees will notice the small town 
feeling is the motel experience.  The Holiday Inn is listed as 
the headquarters but we will be utilizing six motels; this gives 
flexibility in housing rates, no long check-in lines, and no 
elevator waits.  Several of the motels have breakfast included 
in their price.   

If you are a casino investigator you may wish to come a 
day early and check out Diamond Jo Casino 
www.diamondjoworth.com/Home.aspx .  

If you’re interested in the architecture of Frank Lloyd 
Wright there are several opportunities to see his work:  
www.stockmanhouse.org and www.wrightonthepark.org . 

Check this site out, it is unusual: 
www.visitmasoncityiowa.com/html/bil_baird.htm . 

Plan now to make the CSD Fall Convention part of your 
fall travel.  It will be an experience you’ll talk about for years 
to come.  We will see you all on October 8-10, 2010 in Mason 
City, Iowa. 

 

Harmony Marketplace survey 
By Bridget Anderson 

 
 

Hello Central States District Barbershoppers!  For those 
who don’t know me, this is Bridget Anderson and I have been 
asked to coordinate the Harmony Marketplace for our District 
Contest/Conventions.  At Fall Contest in Lincoln, it was 
discovered that we needed to order merchandise for the 
Marketplace.  Not knowing what to order, my mom and I just 
guessed!  To make the ordering process easier, I have created 
a quick survey.  The link to the survey is: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DLZXXLD .  It will only 
take a few minutes to complete.  My hope is that the results 
will help me in the future to order items that you want to see 
in the Marketplace.   

 
Thanks in advance for your input! 
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Central States District Convention Housing Form 

October 8 – 10, 2010 

Hosted by the Mason City Chapter 

Fully completed registrations from individuals, quartets and choruses received by August 2, 2010, will be eligible for the 
drawing to be roomed in the headquarters hotel. 
Deadline to submit hotel registration after the draw is September 13, 2010; show all persons names occupying room. 
 

Name: ___________________________________________    Phone: (         )                                                 

Address:  ________________________________________     E-mail: _______________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________    Zip Code: _____________________________ 

Arrival Date & Time: _______________    ________________  Departure Date: ________________________ 
 

** SPECIAL NOTE: If only one name is listed on this form, you will automatically be assigned a single bed room.  Please 
list all names of persons staying in the room: 
1)_____________________________________  2) ________________________________________ 

3)_____________________________________  4) ________________________________________ 
 

Please indicate your first (1) or second (2) hotel choice in line by the hotel. 
 Room rates listed DO NOT include taxes. (approximately 12%) 
 
____Holiday Inn - Headquarters Hotel (Two story, no 
elevator) 
3

rd
 person +, $10.00 per person extra per night; Roll-A-Way 

$10.00 per night 

_____ King - Smoking or Non-Smoking $79.00 (15 available-
NS, 8 smk) 

_____ Double/Double - Smoking or Non-Smoking $79.00 (30 

available NS, 4 smk) 

_____ Executive Suite  - Non-Smoking $119.00 (2 Available NS) 

 
____Days Inn (Two story, no elevator) 
no extra person charge, Roll-A-Way $10.00 per night 
_____ Queen - Smoking or Non-Smoking $72.00 (15 NS, 9 smk)    

_____ Double Queen - Smoking or Non-Smoking $72.00 (5 NS, 7 
smk) 

_____ Full size bed - Non-Smoking $72.00 (11 NS)  
 
____Country Inn and Suites – Non-smoking hotel 
(elevators) West Side of MC 
2

nd
 person + $6.00 per night, Roll-A-Way $8.00 per night 

_____ King - $93.99 (24 NS) 
_____ Double Queen - $93.99 (17 NS) 
_____ Mini Suite - King bed w/sleeper sofa $99.99 (22 NS)

_____ Suite – 2 room King bed w/sleeper sofa $104.99 (5 NS) 

_____ Executive Suite - King bed w/sleeper sofa $104.99 (1 NS) 

 
____Super 8 & Suites – (elevators) West Side of MC 
2

nd
 person + $5.00 per night, Roll-A-Way $5.00 per night 

_____ King - $71.90 (17 NS, 7 smk) 
_____ Double Queen - $71.90 (19 NS, 5) 
_____ Executive Suite - King bed  $98.90 (1 NS) 
 

____Comfort Inn – Non smoking (elevators) 
Downtown 
3

rd
 person +, $10.00 per person extra per night; no Roll-A-

Way’s 
_____ King - $85.99 (14 NS) 
_____ Double/Double -  $85.99 (30 NS) 
_____ King w/Jacuzzi Tub - $114.99 (5 NS) 
_____ King Suite w/sleeper sofa - $140.99 (4 NS) 
_____ King Suite w/Jacuzzi No sleeper sofa - $140.99 (1 NS) 

 
____American Best Inn – (elevators) 
no extra person charge, no Roll-A-Way’s 
_____ 2 full beds – $79.95 (15  NS, 1 smk) 
_____ Queen - $69.95 (19 NS, 3 smk)

 
If you require special needs for housing, please indicate:_________________________________________ 

Note:  Hotels require a credit card to make a room reservation or a check for the first night room rate, or the hotel will not 

accept the reservation. Prices listed do not include any taxes. The hotels will not accept direct individual or group 

reservations. 
 
Credit Card: Type of Card: _________   Exp. Date: ___________Card # ______________________________________  
 
Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
[  ]   I have already submitted the registration forms to the CSD registrar 

 
 Submit housing form to:  LARRY WARRICK � 2603 Lynner Drive � Des Moines, IA 50310-5834 
 (515) 277-9884 �cell (515) 979-7180 � Fax (515) 286-3364 � E-mail biglare01@msn.com 
 PLEASE NOTE: PHONE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

To register online go to www.centralstatesdistrict.com click on the Convention button and click on Housing Form. This form will go 

directly to the Larry Warrick, Housing Chairman when submitted.  
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Cody Choraliers excel at 

district competition 
By Program VP Tom Gray 

 
In the plateau A chorus competition at Sioux City, 

Leavenworth’s Cody Choraliers won an unprecedented second 
consecutive “most improved chorus” award, took third place, 
and achieved the highest score in the chorus’ 40-year history. 

Under the direction of Jerry Garrard the past 16 months, 
the Choraliers have steadily grown in numbers and musical 
prowess.  With 30 on stage, the largest contingent at the 
contest and the most ever in chorus history, they performed 
“Smilin’ Through” followed by “Sweet Georgia Brown” to a 
receptive crowd and judging panel. 

The Choraliers have a rich history in the Society as 
perennial winners of the most community-active small chorus 
until the award stopped being given. The chorus stages an 
annual show, delivers singing valentines and are often found 
supporting local civic events and local school vocal music 
programs.  In addition to their annual show last year, the 
chorus has repeated their show in recent months in nearby 
communities for civic organization fundraisers.

 

Hoping to achieve a ‘3-peat’ for most improved chorus 
recognition again next year, the chorus continues to rehearse, 
improve, and have fun singing a variety of songs in the 
barbershop style.  Their next chapter show is slated for August 
28 at Lansing High School auditorium with guest quartet 
“Storm Front”, one of the Society’s most entertaining, beloved 

and zany groups. 

The Cody Choraliers from Leavenworth, Kansas, under 

the direction of Jerry Garrard. Photo by David Haase.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wanted – Some 
Good Men 
By Harvey Kiser,  
CSD Executive VP 
 
Did you like the entertaining 
performances of our quartets and 
choruses at last month’s District 
spring convention in Sioux City, 

IA?  There were a lot of people working behind the scene to 
make all of this happen. 
 
Thank you to the 2010 District and Sioux City Host Chapter 
Convention Teams.  11 persons were on the CSD team and 16 
on the Host Chapter team.  Members and friends of the 
Siouxland Discovery Chorus were instrumental in the 
successful presentation of the convention.  
 
Do you know of someone capable in serving and providing 
leadership on the District Convention Team?  Maybe it is you!  
Please let us know.  There are two vacancies on this team:  
 ► Auditorium House Chair 
 ► Auditorium Stage Chair   
Please contact Dean Beckman; Convention Team Chairman, 
with your suggestions.  Dean’s contact information is on page 
two of this Serenade.   
 
Also, the District has two program administrator vacancies.  
These positions are important to the musical growth of 
members and development of chapter leadership.  Both 

positions will have a team of barbershoppers with which to 
work.  These positions are:  
 ►Music and Performance (M & P)  
 ►Chapter Support and Leadership Training (CSLT)  
 
The M & P Administrator organizes and conducts programs 
that assist quartets and chapter choruses to be successful and 
have an enjoyable musical experience.   An important part of 
this M & P area is the District’s Top Gun and ACE Schools.  
The top District quartets in the Top Gun School experience a 
day of coaching from leading Society coaches.  The next tier 
of District quartets will receive coaching in the ACE School.  
Other leaders in M & P area are –Jerry Garrard, Chorus 

Director Development (CDD), Bob Aderholt, Standing 

Ovation Program (SOP), and Duane Lawson, Youth In 

Harmony (YIH).  
 
The CSLT Administrator organizes and manages the 
Leadership Academy (LA).  LA is held annually, and the next 
one will be the first weekend of February 2011.  The LA has 
classes for Chapter members and leaders with plenty of time 
for singing. 
 
You are invited and requested to volunteer or recommend 
persons to fill these positions.  Please contact Don Blank, 
President; Harvey Kiser, Executive Vice President; or Don 

Fuson, Immediate Past President know. Their contact info is 
on page 2 of this Serenade.  
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Editor’s note: The following is a reprint from the 
Cedar Rapids Gazette on April 22, 2010. Permission was 

granted for the reprint of this article for this publication 

only. 

Harmony Hawks celebrating 60 

years of barbershop sounds 
By Diana Nollen  

CEDAR RAPIDS -- When boy bands slick back their hair 
and sing a cappella harmonies, girls scream, swoon and fill 
concert arenas.  

Their grown-up counterparts will be filling Theatre Cedar 
Rapids with sound this weekend, as the Harmony Hawks 
celebrate 60 years of barbershop blends.  

"It's a uniquely American art form -- those tight, close 
harmonies with male voices," says John Hayden, 40, of 
Blairstown, who has been directing the group for 20 years. 
"It's a sound that just can't be replicated anywhere else. There 
are no instruments to back you up. It requires a high level of 
musicianship.  

"In our society, barbershop music has gotten kind of a bum 
rap," he says. "It's one of those things that stands in the way 
for people in their 20s and 30s from checking it out. When 
they do, they discover amazing four-part harmony. When pop 
groups do it, they shoot to the top of the charts, like 'N Sync, 
Boyz II Men and Backstreet Boys."  

What sets barbershop poles apart is the use of the seventh 
chord as the predominant chord, says Hayden, who also is the 
vocal music director at Benton Community High School in 
Van Horne.  

"People can identify almost instantly that's a barbershop 
sound," he says.  

Another hallmark is having the tenors sing harmony 
instead of melody, which is carried by the slightly lower leads, 
he says.  

"Bass singers provide all the harmonic foundations for the 
chords. Baritone is strictly a harmony part, filling in the 
missing notes to make chords, sometimes above the melody, 
sometimes below the melody. It's probably the hardest part to 
sing," he explains.  

"Tenors (are) the harmony that provides the icing on the 
cake, to take it from three-part to that magical four-part 
harmony sound."  

It's a sound that Bob Nance and Dean Kruse have 
embraced since the earliest days of the Cedar Rapids-based 
group, organized on April 22, 1949, and chartered a year later.  

"It was love at first sight," Nance, 82, says in his resonate 
bass voice. Now a retired farm broadcaster living in rural 
Toddville, he moved to the Cedar Rapids area in 1952, with a 
little barbershop experience under his belt and a lifetime of 
music in his family.  

"My mother said, 'You've been given a talent. If you don't 
use it, you might lose it,'" Nance says. "It's more than just a 
hobby for me -- it's a way of life."  

For 47 years, he was part of the chapter's quartet, The 

Vigortones, inducted into the Hall of Fame for the barbershop 
society's Central States District in 1996. Aside from all the 
accolades and contest wins, Nance is most proud of the 
quartet's USO tour near the end of the Vietnam War.  

"We were gone three weeks and sang in dozens of venues -
- hospitals, burn wards, ships and hospital subs -- and visited 
seven islands," Nance says. "It was a humbling experience."  

Kruse, 83, of Cedar Rapids, also sang with The Vigortones 
for about 15 years, stepping in when the previous tenor retired. 
The group disbanded four years ago, but Kruse keeps going 
with another chapter quartet, Profound Sound.  

He joined the Harmony Hawks in 1951 and has seen 
rehearsals grow more organized over the years.  

"We used to get together and sing one song after another," 
he says, then "go out afterward and sing for another hour or so 
when we were drinking beer," in a tradition known as the 
"afterglow."  

The youngest member won't be drinking anything stronger 
than pop for quite a while. Cameron Jones, 14, of Cedar 
Rapids, joined the Harmony Hawks at the ripe old age of 10.  

"I wasn't into singing until Uncle Larry (Aspleaf) brought 
me for guest night," Jones says. Now he "likes everything 
about it" and wants to keep singing barbershop as long as he 
can.  

That's music to the ears of Ryan Schlader, 39, of Cedar 
Rapids, who sings bass and handles the group's public 
relations.  

"We're starting to change with the times," he says. "Gone 
are the days of men dressed up in the funny-looking hats and 
red stripes. Now, most of the groups are a lot trendier."  

Comments: (319) 368-8508; diana.nollen@gazcomm.com  

The Harmony Hawks perform “America the Beautiful” to 

end their recent show. Photo courtesy of the Harmony 

Hawks. 
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Fort Dodge 4
th

 Annual “Youth in 

Harmony” festival: Experiencing the 

hobby through new eyes!    
By John Donehower 
The Choir Boys, Bass 
  

On February 11th, the Fort Dodge Chapter sponsored their 
4th Annual Youth in Harmony Festival.  Students from 5 area 
school districts, ranging in age from Junior High to college, 
along with their teachers participated in an afternoon clinic 
and evening show designed to introduce them to some of the 
many joys of our hobby.  Serving as clinicians for the day 
were a Internationally ranked Sweet Adeline quartet called 
ICE (Peg Cummings, Marcia Starnes, Karen Dunn, Denise 

Baber) from the Twin Cities area and The Choir Boys (Brian 

Medinger, Chris Medinger, Roger Akers, John 
Donehower) which hails from the Dubuque, Davenport and 
Linn County Metro Chapters.  During the day, ICE worked 
with the young ladies and The Choir Boys, with bonus help 
from Ron Morden, worked with the young men 

.  Then after an afternoon of singing and merriment, the 
Fort Dodge and Algona choruses, ICE, The Choir Boys and 
the YIH men's and women’s choruses performed a show for 
the community.  The coaching and show went off with nary a 
hitch!   (OK, the one hitch was that due to inclement weather, 
2 of the original 7 schools which were signed up to participate 
in the festival weren't able to attend.) 

If I were to name a few things that made the day 
exceptional... 

1)  Stellar communication and pre-planning:   Glen 

Larsen and the men from Fort Dodge did an exceptional job 
in coordinating the event with the area schools, students and 
clinicians.  The students were provided with music and 
learning tracks prior to the event.  The songs were carefully 
chosen for their simplicity and for their appeal  to younger 
singers.  The day was carefully planned to give a vigorous but 
not overwhelming experience.  Dinner was donated by a local 
Hy-Vee Store. The day was a well oiled machine.  The 
clinicians and participants were left with the impression that 
putting an event such as this is a carefree endeavor.  Bravo!  

2)  Pick the right clinicians:  Choosing the right people to 
serve as clinicians can really make or break the day.  The 
Choir Boys are well suited for this type of activity due to 
several factors: Two of our members are in their early twenties 
and relate well to the students; three of our members are either 
music educators or barbershop chorus directors which enabled 
us to serve well as teachers and relate to the music 
educators; one of our members, despite being middle-aged, is 
quite skilled at being silly, immature and irreverent making 
him very popular with the students.  While it is great to have 
a noteworthy individual or quartet serving as clinician, the 
simple fact is that contest success alone does not 

guarantee success as a clinician.  Find someone who sings 
well and most importantly relates well to young people.  

3)  Get the teachers involved:  As clinicians, we made a 
point of getting and keeping the local music educators 
involved in the process.  We wanted to make sure that they 
understood how much we appreciated their time and talent.  
We constantly sought their input and participation to 
demonstrate to the students how closely our hobby dovetails 
with the choral world.  It's all about good, healthy singing that 
can last a lifetime!  

4)  Make the day about the students:  As much as we want 
to sell our hobby to the kids and to sign them up, we have to 
resist the temptation.  Glen and the Fort Dodge guys did a 
great job of giving the students a great "no pressure" 
introduction to our hobby.  The kids left with an idea of how 
awesome our hobby can be.  The teachers left feeling that we 
are not trying to steal their students and that we truly 
appreciate the work they are doing.  Since you shouldn’t 
“recruit”, gauging success for a YIH event almost comes 
down to a “gut feeling”.  A more tangible measure of the 
success of our day in Fort Dodge day could be that 30 students 
and 2 of the teachers became “fans” of The Choir Boys on 
Facebook in the days that followed the event.  Just this 
morning, we got a post from Eagle Grove High School 
Sophomore Colby: “Hey, I'm a few months late, but I thought 

I'd thank you for directing the guys at the Youth In Harmony 

last February. You guys made barbershop singing fun and 

exciting.  So fun in fact, that we established our own 

barbershop quartet. So, yeah I just wanted to thank you for 

teaching us that barbershop music can be fun and exciting.” 

On a final note, I’d just add that in my 25 years in the 
hobby, this was one of my “best days” as a Barbershopper.  I 
felt great pride in our quartet, our new friends in Algona and 
Fort Dodge and for our hobby in general.  Through the 
students, I felt like I was experiencing our hobby again for the 
first time.   The joy of that first "rung" chord.  What a feeling! 

 

 
 Chris Medinger of The Choir Boys rehearses with the 

Youth In Harmony men. Photo courtesy of Jayne Morden.
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Perspectives of a First-Time 

International Chorus Competitor 
By P.D. Stibor and Dave Pinkall 

 
Being a first-time qualifier for international chorus competition 

has provided the members of the Pathfinder Chorus with an entirely 
new perspective on things.  For those who may be interested in 
knowing what it is like, we share the following perspectives as we 
continue to prepare for our debut on the International Stage in 
Philadelphia: 

• Once the euphoria had subsided, we knew that our 17th 
place ranking is no guarantee that we will do that well at 
International, so we have continued to work hard to insure that we 
represent the CSD to the best of our ability.  Our singers now know 
that they can achieve things that up to this point have seemed 
unachievable, and they are continuing to work hard, while enjoying 
the camaraderie of our group. 

• We have been pleased to note that the improvement in our 
singing seemed to continue for several weeks after contest.  When we 
perform our contest numbers, they nearly always evoke standing 
ovations from our audiences.  That is really a rush for us! 

• We moved on to learn seven new songs for our annual 
show, and found that there is truly carryover from the things we 
worked on for contest.  We are not a two song chorus!  All of our 
songs are being learned and performed at a new level due to the 
things we learned from our contest preparation. 

• Our singers have discovered that choreography adds not 
only to the enjoyment of our audiences, but to our enjoyment as 
singers.  We’ve discovered a new enthusiasm for having songs that 
have an exciting visual plan along with the musical plan (not just 
contest songs, but hopefully all of our songs).  We’ve learned a new 
song that we’re using as our theme song for our Philadelphia trip.  
It’s called “We’re On Our Way” and it’s got some dynamite 
choreography.  We hope we can sing it for the entire district some 
day. 

• After setting aside our contest pieces while we learned 
show music, we have been pleased to find that getting back to contest 
preparation has been an invigorating experience.  Our guys are 
excited to have coaching again, and to be working up a good sweat as 
we prepare our Philadelphia package.  We had a coaching session last 
week, and we were on the risers working for three and one half hours 
and having a ball.  It’s really kind of scary! 

• Getting songs ready is all about eliminating the 
distractions that get in the way of a great performance.  We find that 
we are working on things that we’ve never worked on before because 
we have been able to eliminate many of the major distractions that 
previously occupied most of our time.  We’re focusing on what seem 
to be some pretty small issues that really make a big difference.  

• We are extremely proud of our guys, who have worked 
hard to make this happen.  The nucleus of our chorus has been around 
through the days when just getting through a song was about all we 
hoped for.  We are now working to ensure that each song is 
performed at a level that provides an inspiring performance for our 
audience.  We’re just not satisfied with anything less.  Our singers 
have a new expectation for what they want their music to be.  

• As our trip to Philadelphia draws closer, we are excited to 
share our music with the International audience.  We are proud of our 
accomplishments, and proud of the improvements our singers have 

made, and we hope to deliver a performance in Philadelphia that will 
be memorable not only for us, but for our audience. 

Related articles on page 17 

CSD International Pep Rally Set 

 

Our pep rally is set for Philadelphia!!   It will be held on 
Thursday afternoon, immediately following the afternoon 
quartet semifinals in the grand ballroom salons G and H at the 
Marriott.  These semifinals are scheduled to be over at 3 p.m., 
so we have scheduled our rally for 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., but we 
have to be somewhat flexible with the time, because things 
don’t always happen on schedule, so plan on coming to the 
ballroom right after the semis are over. 
  
We want to honor our past winners, cheer on and show 
support for our qualifiers for this year, hopefully get some 
songs sung by the quartets and choruses that are there, and just 
have a CSD good time!  We know that time is so tight for 
everyone that we may not have every quartet and chorus 
there—Crossroads has to sing at the world harmony dinner 
and probably won’t be able to squeeze in an appearance at the 
rally, but we’ll toast them anyway. 
  
We’ll have more information as we get nearer to the 
convention, but do make plans to be at the rally.  It will be 
loud, fun, and exciting! 
 
Don Blank, CSD President 
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Pathfinders learns logistics and 

fundraising for international 
By Mark Erikson, Fremont Chapter President 

 
As first-time International competitors, the Pathfinder 

Chorus is quickly learning how to prepare logistically and 
financially in addition to musically for our trip to Philly this 
summer. Our 38th annual show this spring produced increased 
ticket sales and advertising revenues thanks to our growing 
reputation for consistently singing well, presenting highly 
entertaining programs, the hard work of our members, and 
outstanding community support. 

 
With the help of our ladies auxiliary, we’ve also found 

novel ways to generate funds. In our own Biggest Losers 
contest, chorus members have secured financial pledges 
ranging from pennies to several dollars for every pound lost. 
Collectively, our membership has promised to lose over 1000 
pounds between January and June. It’s a win-win situation. 
Our members will be in better condition for the rigors of our 
fairly intense weekly rehearsals and the chorus will be in 
better shape financially to cover the additional costs of a trip 
to International.  

 
A Soup Supper earlier this year hosted by our Ladies 

earned enough money to cover convention registration costs 

for several members. We hope to see similar results from the 
rummage sale the ladies have organized on Saturday, May 1, 
2010. 

 
Musically we’re having so much fun singing well and 

tweaking our contest set. The mighty awesome Joe Connelly 
continues helping us find our potential individually and as a 
world-class chorus through high-tempo coaching sessions that 
leave us exhausted, yet yearning for more the next day. We 
look forward to a few more sessions with him before traveling 
to Philadelphia. We also look forward to a coaching session 
with one of our favorite mentors Connie Kiel as his schedule 
permits.   

 
The guys have responded well to our music team’s return 

to a few row rehearsals in place of sectional rehearsals. We’ve 
noticed weekly improvements in personal responsibility for 
carrying your own part, fitting into the ensemble sound, and 
executing the choreography in sync with your neighbor. 

 

Metro Kansas City Chapter 

stays busy as they prepare for 

international 
By Daniel Casamatta, KC Metro Chapter 

 
The men of the Metro Kansas City chapter have been very 

busy of late.  After a successful Singing Valentines event in 
February, Central Standard was featured at an event sponsored 
by the Grand Masonic Lodge of Kansas in March 2010, to honor 
Roy T. Sullivan, Jr.  Roy was their outgoing Grand Master and 
is a member of the Topeka, Kansas chapter and a well-known 
Central States barbershopper.  That same month, we also 
performed with the Northwest Missouri State University Tower 
Choir on their annual Spring concert in Maryville, Missouri.  In 
April 2010, Central Standard performed at a benefit for the 
Bishop Miege High School choral music program in Mission, 
Kansas.  And one of our chapter quartets, Stepping Stones, was 
featured at the Singing for Life event held at the Kansas City 
Community Blood Center on Saturday, May 8, 2010.   

 
We’ve had several coaching sessions this spring as we 

prepare to represent the Central States District at International in 
Philadelphia this summer.    We’ve worked with Rob Mance and 
Kevin Keller, and were also pleased to welcome Alan Gordon, 
Baritone of Gotcha!, 2004 quartet champions, for a coaching 
session in April, 2010.  We hope to make you all very proud of 
the Central States District in Philly! 

 
Speaking of proud, we’re certainly proud of our very own 

Tag Team, who won the Central States Collegiate Quartet 
Championship in Sioux City and will compete in Philly, along 
with our own Skyline, who also qualified to represent the district 
again at the Sioux City quartet prelims.  Kudos also to Listen Up! 
and Stepping Stones for another fine job in the quartet contest 
and to our other college quartet, We Be Flat, who competed for 
the very first time. 

 
We’ll see you all in Philly! 
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Bob 

Frankenfeld’s 

Mission 

Continues 
By Bob Aderholt,  

Standing Ovation 

Program Coordinator 

  
As many of you know, the Central States District lost a long time 

friend with the passing of Bob Frankenfeld.  But Bob unknowingly 
left a legacy in Barbershop with his dedication to CSD’s Standing 
Ovation Program (SOP).  

Below is Bob’s last written communication with CSD.  His report 
was read at the President’s Council meeting at the Spring Convention 
held last month in Sioux City, Iowa: 

I believe the Standing Ovation Program is one of the 
best programs offered to Joe Barbershopper and his 
chapter by the Society.  My number one goal is to get 
more quartets and choruses to use the services of SOP 
trained people to raise the level of entertainment by 
Barbershop Harmony Society groups in CSD. 

To do that, we need more SOP reviewers in CSD.  To 
accomplish this goal, we must: 

1.     Offer training and refresher classes on an 
ongoing basis. 

2.     Actively recruit people to the reviewer ranks. 

3.     For a quick fix, invite “old” reviewers to 
continue to be active in the program. 

4.     Maintain a pool of 25 or 30 reviewers 
strategically located around the district so that every 
CSD group that requests an SOP service will get a 
reviewer without burning out reviewers. 

5.     Devise an alternative review using DVDs or 
video tape. 

6.     Create a formula to reimburse SOP reviewers 
for their travel expenses.  This might be at district cost or 
an assessment of all chapters for SOP, or a fee for the 
review paid by the chapter or a combination of the 
above. 

Our District President, Don Blank, has asked that I take over 
where Bob left off.  To help implement these worthy thoughts and 
help make them a reality, I plan on holding training sessions around 
the district.  We will meet on a Saturday, ideally, in a community 
where a local chapter is holding their annual show or presenting a 
performance at least 30 minutes in length.  We will meet during the 
day, going over the points of assisting the chapter (or quartet) get 
more bang for their buck and present a more entertaining program.  

Review DVD/tapes of earlier shows and discuss the fine points of 
sharing our thoughts and comments on the performance with the 
chapter/quartet. 

We will then attend the evening performance and complete a 
review.  After the show, the thoughts and comments of those doing 
the review will be evaluated.    The hosting chapter may receive a 
consensus copy of these SOP reviews. 

We do need reviewers in eastern Iowa, South Dakota, eastern 
Missouri, eastern Nebraska, and central and western Kansas.  Please 
drop me a note if you might be interested.   

Future articles will cover what we look for when you ask a 
reviewer to look over your upcoming performance. 

 

Would You  
Like Your 
Chorus to 
Sing Better? 
By Jerry Garrard, 
CSD Vice President of 
Chorus Director  
Development 

  
If you have less than 40 members in your chapter, the CSD 

leadership wants to give you our best! Each chapter has the 
potential of its own, and perhaps they all need a slight tune-up 
to become the fierce "Boom" for their communities. 

    
How do we help you do that?  We have the answers and 

the tools in place to help you as a Barbershopper become the 
best that you choose to become, even if you might now be 
hiding under a bushel. 

  
So, you can be that lazy good for nothing so 'n so your 

mother-in-law complains about, and ignore this simple 
message offering help.  You're chapter won't know.  
No, WAIT!!!  They, too, are reading this and choosing NOT 
to take action! 

 
Break the silence and cry out for the help you didn't even 

know you or your chapter wants!!!  What help?  Just the 
opportunity to sing a little better, have more fun at your 
chapter meeting, maybe attract some more singers.   The 
district can help provide some outside musical help. 

  
Sound interesting?  Just a little?  Want more 

information?  Can we at least talk about it?  Contact me at: 
  
913-558-5442 or jerry_garrard @hotmail.com 

 
AAA Plateau members, we'll talk later; this new program 

is aimed first at smaller choruses who get coaching seldom or 
never. 
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Bob Frankenfeld passes away after a 

battle with cancer 

 

Bob Frankenfeld, died at age 73 on Tuesday, March 30, 
2010 at Circle of Life Hospice in Springdale, Ark.  He was 
born September 26, 1936 in St. Louis, MO.  Bob was a retired 
science teacher.  He is survived by his wife, Karen; a son, 
Andy; a daughter, Jenny; a foster daughter, Julie; two 
brothers, Gerard and Frederick; and four grandchildren.   

  
Bob joined the Barbershop Harmony Society with the 

Pony Expressmen at St. Joseph, MO in 1959.  Later, be 
became director of the Harmony Hawks in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, the Dubuque Music Men and Greater Ozarks in Bella 
Vista, Arkansas.  Bob was honored as "Barbershopper of the 
Year" in all four chapters.  Bob had been a Certified Judge in 
the Harmony Accuracy Category and served the Central States 
District as Coordinator of the Standing Ovation Program. 
 

 
Bob Frankenfeld’s last quartet, Senior Discount. From left 

to right: Jim Nugent, tenor; Duane Atteberry, lead; Mike 
Michelsen, baritone; and Bob Frankenfeld, bass. Photo 

courtesy of Jim Nugent. 
 

 
Edward Lance 
Heilmann,  
1945-2010 
By Jim Bagby 
  

Central States District 
quartet singer, chorus director, 
Society judge and coach 
extraordinaire Lance 

Heilmann died April 19 in his 
hometown of El Dorado, Kan., 
after a yearlong battle with 

cancer.   He was 66.    

Lance directed the Lawrence Barberhawks Chorus in 
the mid-1970s before moving to the Kansas City area, where 
he joined the Heart of America Chorus.   He helped coach 
HOA to several CSD championships, and also was a major 
influence on the Rural Route 4 before he moved to the Dixie 

District in the early '80s, and later to the Johnny Appleseed 
District. 

Lance sang lead in the 1981 CSD champion Corner 

Quartet with Don Kahl, Steve Leone and Stan Grossman.   

He went on to coach several international quartet and 
chorus champions.  In the contest and judging program, he 
worked more than 20 years in the Interpretation and 
Presentation categories, and served as Interpretation category 
specialist.  He was named Judge Emeritus in 2008, the highest 
honor bestowed by the International Contest and Judging 
Committee, along with another late CSD giant, Alan Ives. 

Born in Evanston, Ill., Lance and his family moved to El 
Dorado when he was a child, and he graduated from high 
school there.  He earned a mathematics degree from the 
University of Kansas and then was employed for many years 
by Sprint in the Kansas City area.   He later retired to El 
Dorado. 

He is survived by his wife, Marty, 719 Meadow Road, El 
Dorado, KS,  67042;  one daughter and two sons; two 
stepchildren, and one sister, Elaine Heilmann of Kansas City. 

 

John Conrad, award 

winning St. Louis 

Suburban editor, 

passes away  

By Charlie Grubbs, St. 

Louis Suburban Chapter 

John Conrad, award winning 
editor of the St. Louis Suburban Chapter bulletin, By-Lines, 
passed away on March 13, 2010. He became editor of the By-
Lines in 1990 when then editor Larry Knebel retired from the 
position. With John's background as typesetter he volunteered 
to take over as editor, even though he had never done that job 
before.”  

 
John began entering the CSD bulletin contests and 

received advice from the judges on how to improve his work. 
He took that advice and became an award winning bulletin 
editor in the CSD and at the international level.  

 
   How many awards you may ask? He has them on the wall at 
home and quickly described them: “I have these six for first 
place in Central States District, these two for second place and 
anyone who got first or second place in Central States 
District was automatically entered into the International 
bulletin competition. In 2002 I won first place in the 
International Contest, even though the award says 2003.” 

 
In 2007 John passed the torch to Dick Kury as editor of 

the By-Lines. John’s award winning ways rubbed off on Dick 
as he was honored in Sioux City as the winner of the 2010 
CSD Electronic Bulletin contest. 
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What’s 

Coming 

Up and 

Where? 

  

Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Central States District – Kansas City Chapter 
816 West 121st Street 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Check out the CSD website at 

www.centralstatesdistrict.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Serenade is now on Facebook, check us out!!!
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District and Society Calendar 

NOTE: The next Serenade will be mailed approximately August 7, 2010 

                       

2010 Chapter Shows 

 

May 22 - Overland Park, Kan, Bishop Miege High School 

in Shawnee Mission, Kan. 
 

May 23 - Ord, Neb., Ord Catholic Church. 

 

June 19 – St. Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 

 

October 30 - Elkader, Iowa, Elkader Opera House.  

 

November 13 - Winner, SD, Winner Community 

Playhouse.  

 

December 10 - 12, – St. Charles, MO, Touhill Theater 
 

 

 
Forward all five (5) copies of Form 3016 (Show Clearance and BMI License) 
along with check to Barbershop Harmony Society to Mark Fuerniss to request  

show date 

 

 

2011 Chapter Shows 

 
April 2 - Mason City, Iowa, North Iowa Area CC (2 shows)  
 

April 30 - Davenport, Iowa, Vickie Anne Palmer Hall  

 
 

 
 

 

    Society Events 

 

June 27 - July 4, 2010 – 

International Convention, 

Philadelphia, Penn. 

 

 

August 1-8, 2010 – Harmony University/Directors College 

 
 

For more potential dates and events visit www.centralstatesdistrict.com and 
click on the “calendar” section 
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