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Isaac Asimov.  I, Robot.  Classic futuristic series about robots. 
 
Isaac Asimov.  Foundation series. 
 
Douglas Adams.  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.  The hilarious tale of the hapless Arthur Dent, 
who embarks on a wild ride with an alien friend who reveals that the Earth is about to be demolished to 
make way for an interstellar-bypass. 

 
Piers Anthony.  On A Pale Horse.  When Zane shoots Death, he learns, too late, that he must assume 
Death’s role by speeding around the world on his pale horse and ending the lives of others. Incarnations 
of Immortality series. 
 
Piers Anthony.  A Spell for Chameleon.  Bink is the only person in Xanth who has no magic talent.  But 
his talent may be the greatest of all. 

 
Clive Barker.  Abarat.  Candy Quackenbush of Chickentown, Minnesota, one day finds herself on the 
edge of a foreign world that is populated by strange creatures, and her life is forever changed. 
 
T. A. Barron.  The Lost Years of Merlin.  A young boy with amnesia discovers his strange powers and 
his future identity as Merlin, the great wizard.  Also in the series are Seven Songs of Merlin, The Fires of 
Merlin, The Mirror of Merlin. 
 
Ray Bradbury.  Fahrenheit 451.  Fireman Guy Montag doesn’t put fires out, he sets fires to books which 
are forbidden by a futuristic, totalitarian regime. 

 
Ray Bradbury.  The Martian Chronicles.  What happens to the indigenous culture of Mars once humans 
colonize the planet, and how the humans change as a result. 
 
Marion Zimmer Bradley.  The Bloody Sun.   
 
Marion Zimmer Bradley.  Ghostlight.  A young woman named Truth searches for the truth about her 
past and what really happened when her mother died and her father disappeared.  See also The Mists of 
Avalon and Exile’s Song. 
 
Terry Brooks.  Sword of Shannara.  Shea Ohlmsford, the half-elven last member of the Shannara family 
line, finds that only he is able to wield the sword that could save his world from the Skull Bearer. 
 
Emma Bull.  Finder.  Possessor of a semi-useless talent for finding lost objects, Orient sets up a home on 
the borderlands between the techno world and the realm of the faerie.  When his friends begin to be killed 
off by a mysterious designer drug, the police ask him to help investigate. 
 
Emma Bull.  Bone Dance.  After nuclear Armageddon has ravaged the Earth, Sparrow, a trader in pre-
war cd’s and videos, accidentally collects the secrets behind the world’s destruction and must fend off the 
Horsemen, the Pentagon’s telepathically trained soldiers.   
 
Orson Scott Card. Ender’s Game.  Ender Wiggin is sent to Battle School to learn to defend Earth against 
a race of insect-like aliens, but he soon realizes the training scenarios are more than just a game. Other 
titles in the series are Speaker for the Dead, Xenocide, Children of the Mind, Ender’s Shadow. 
 
John Christopher.  The Tripod trilogy.  Long ago the Tripods – huge three-legged machines – 
descended upon Earth and took control.  Now people unquestioningly accept the Tripods’ power.  They 
have no control over their thoughts or lives, except for a short time during childhood.  It is up to one child to 
save the planet.  Titles include The White Mountains, The Pool of Fire, The City of Gold and Lead, 
When the Tripods Came. 
 
Arthur C. Clarke.  Rendezvous with Rama.  Space explorers and scientists prepare for mankind’s first 
encounter with alien intelligence. 
 



Arthur C. Clarke.  Childhood’s End.  Aliens suddenly appear around the globe and initiate a new era of 
peace, health, etc. but refuse to allow humans to actually see them for the first century.  As time moves on 
and secrets are revealed the world faces unimaginable changes. 
 
Arthur C. Clarke.  2001:  A Space Odyssey.  Classic about a space station and its difficulties once the 
computer designed to run the station gains a mind of its own. 
 
Eoin Colfer.  The Supernaturalist.  Fourteen-year-old Cosmo Hill is unwanted by his parents and sent to 
a school where boys are put to work by the state testing highly dangerous products.  Cosmo discovers that 
he and other kids have the special ability to see supernatural Parasites feeding on the life force of humans. 
 
Suzanne Collins.  The Hunger Games, Catching Fire, Mockingjay. The starving nation of Panem hosts 
a contest of survival, gathering two representatives from each of its districts.  Meg is chosen to compete 
and must eliminate the other competitors in cold brutality. 
 
Michael Crichton.  Andromeda Strain.  Four scientists must race against time to isolate a deadly 
microorganism from outer space that has killed all but two people in a small Arizona town. 
 
Philip Dick.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? World War Terminus has left the Earth devastated.  
Bounty hunter Rick Deckard stalks replicants who are his prey while dreaming of owning a live animal – 
the ultimate status symbol in a world all but bereft of animal life. 
 
Nancy Farmer.  The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm.  It’s Zimbabwe, it’s the year 2194, and General Matsika 
must call in the Ear, the Eye, and the Arm to find his lost children. 

 
Nancy Farmer.  The House of the Scorpion.  In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys 
special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled 
between Mexico and the United States. 
 
William Gibson.  Neuromancer.  Case was the hottest surfer on the information highway, plugging his 
consciousness directly into a fast tactile web, until he crossed the wrong people and the talent was burned 
out of his brain.  Trapped in his physical body, Case searches frantically for a way back out into the world 
that matters. 
 
Frank Herbert.  Dune.  During a power struggle on the desert planet Arrakis, Paul Atreides is cast into a 
harsh environment to die, but he meets a tribe of desert dwellers who form the army with which he plans to 
reclaim what’s rightfully his.  First in a series. 
 
Brian Jacques.  The Redwall Series.  The continuing saga of the animals of Redwall Abbey. 

 
Ursula K. Le Guin.  The Earthsea Trilogy.  Young Sparrowhawk is taken under a wizard’s wing and 
discovers his true destiny. Titles include A Wizard of Earthsea, Toms of Atuan, The Farthest Shore, 
Tehanu. 
 
Ursula K. LeGuin.  The Left Hand of Darkness.  Earthlings send an exploration party to a world where 
the inhabitants don’t think of themselves as male or female, strong or weak. 

 
Madeleine L’Engle.  A Wrinkle in Time.  Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly 
strangers and a search for Meg’s father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret work for the 
government.  Also see A Swiftly Tilting Planet and A Wind in the Door. 
 
Robert Levy.  Escape from Exile.  While walking home in a snowstorm, Daniel finds himself in an alien 
place where he can communicate telepathically with animals. 
 
C.S. Lewis.  Perelandra series.  Dr. Ransom is abducted by a megalomaniacal physicist and his 
accomplice and taken via spaceship to the red planet of Malacandra.  The two men are in need of a 
human sacrifice, and Dr. Ransom would seem to fit the bill.  Once on the planet, Ransom eludes his 
captors, risking his life and his chances of returning to Earth.  Other titles include Out of the Silent Planet, 
Perelandra, and That Hideous Strength. 
 
Lois Lowry.  The Giver.  Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the 
receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the 
society in which he lives.  Also see Gathering Blue and The Messenger. 



 
Anne McCaffrey.  Dragonflight. The People of Pern are menaced by thread-like spores that destroy 
living tissue on contact.  When Lessa bonds with the dragon queen Ramoth, she becomes leader of the 
dragonriders who fight the thread.  First in the Dragonriders of Pern series. 
 
Anne McCaffrey.  Dragonsong.  Menolly, forbidden by her father to use music, finds native fire lizards on 
her planet of Pern and becomes the first female harper.  The other titles in The Harper Hall Trilogy are 
Dragonsinger  and Dragondrums. 
 
Anne McCaffrey.  Pegasus book series.  Stories of psychically gifted Talents such as the kinetics who 
work on the space platforms.  Rockets are boosted into space with the energy of a kinetic’s mind linked to 
machinery. 
 
Anne McCaffrey.  The Ship Who Sang.  In the world of the future, the brain of a deformed young girl is 
used to monitor a space ship. 
 
Gary Paulsen.  The Transall Saga.  While on a solo camping trip in the desert, Mark finds a strange 
beam of light which seems to transport him to a strange planet where he must learn to survive. 
 
Susan Beth Pfeffer.  Life As We Knew It,  The Dead and the Gone.  A meteor hits earth and causes 
mass destruction.  A teenage girl gives a first-hand account. 
 
Philip Pullman.  The Golden Compass.  Lyra and her daemon – a manifestation of her soul in animal 
form – travel north to solve the disappearance of children said to have been stolen. Part of his Dark 
Materials series including the titles The Subtle Knife and Amber Spyglass. 
 
Kim Stanley Robinson.  Red Mars.  A tragic murder on the Mars colony pits Mars colonists against a 
desperately overpopulated Earth.  The other titles in the Mars trilogy are Green Mars and Blue Mars. 
 
J. K. Rowling.  Harry Potter series. 
 
Gloria Skurzynski.  The Virtual War.  In a future world where global contamination has necessitated 
limited human contact, three young people with unique genetically engineered abilities are teamed up to 
wage a war. 
 
Colin Thompson.  Future Eden.  In 2287 after the collapse of civilization, twenty-two year-old Jay and his 
alien chicken Ethel are determined to save the remainder of humanity. 
 
J.R.R. Tolkien.  The Lord of the Rings.  The famous trilogy preceded by The Hobbit.  
 
F. Paul Wilson and Matthew J. Costello.  Masque.  A spy novel featuring an agent who can transform 
himself into any body, male or female, by simply inserting a different chip.  Sent to steal secret data, he 
runs into the widow of the man whose body he is using. 
 
David Weber.  On Basilisk Station.  Commander Honor Harrington has been exiled to the unpopular 
Basilisk Station but soon discovers a plot by her government’s adversary to invade.  The other titles in the 
Honor Harrington series include The Honor of the Queen, The Short Victorious War, Field of 
Dishonor, Flag in Exile, Honor Among Enemies, In Enemy Hands, Echoes of Honor. 
 
Scott Westerfield.  Uglies, Pretties, Specials.  A future world is created in which a compulsory operation 
at sixteen wipes out physical differences and makes everyone conform to the same standard of beauty. 
 
Connie Willis.  Doomsday Book.  Kivrin time-travels to the past on a history project.  But the calculations 
are done wrong, and she finds herself in England at the time of the Black Death. 
 
Patricia Wrede.  The Enchanted Forest Chronicles series.  Princess Cimorene runs away from her 
boring life to live with the dragons in the Enchanted Forest, finding more adventure than she bargained for 
when she helps defend their land from invaders.  Titles in the series include Dealing with Dragons, 
Searching for Dragons, and Calling on Dragons. 
 
Jane Yolen.  Dragon’s Blood.  A bond boy in dragon barns, Jakkin hopes to obtain his freedom by 
stealing a dragon hatchling and secretly training it to become a champion fighter.  The other titles in the Pit 
Dragon Trilogy are Heart’s Blood and A Sending of Dragons. 
 


