Chapter 12: Turning to Renewable Energy
Discussion and Reflection
Prepare a written response to 3 & 4 and be prepared to share your thoughts on 1 and 2 in our discussion.

1. (Before reading) a. Brown starts this chapter by stating with great certainty;
 “ Just as the nineteenth century belonged to coal and the twentieth century to oil, the twenty-first century will belong to the sun, wind and energy from within the earth”.
What is your opinion about these three sources of energy, based on what you already know about them? What are some of the drawbacks you believe exist to these forms of energy?   Do you feel that they can replace our dependence on oil and coal to meet our energy needs or will another form of energy be required? b. (After reading) Did any of the information you read in the Chapter or supplementary readings challenge/dispel or reinforce any of the beliefs/opinions you previously held?

2. Brown provides the reader with countless examples of why renewable energies are both environmentally and economically advantageous and supports his claims with specific detailed facts and locations about such projects. As you read, select the information that most surprised and/or interested you and be ready to share them and to add your opinions/ideas and questions about these points during our discussion.

3. Choose one of the following forms of renewable energy to research and be prepared to share your findings in class with regards to the technology itself along with what its economic and environmental benefits are and to provide two examples, one in a developed country and one in a developing country, of specific places where it is being successfully utilized: Wind, Solar, Geothermal, Wave/Tidal Power.

4. Brown states, “ Whereas fossil fuels helped globalize the energy economy, shifting to renewable sources will localize it”. (P.261) Consider the geography and climate of your hometown, conducting some further research if necessary, and be prepared to share what you feel would be the best combination of renewable energy sources and energy conservation measures to hopefully meet the energy needs of your area and reduce carbon emissions 80% by 2020.
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