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September 2016. Summer is ending 
and the kiddies are going back to school.

Despite that, there is a still time for a 
little R and R. That is to say Robin and the 
boy from Riverdale.

With school starting up, I wanted to 
write something about comics and teens and 
school. Archie was the first that came to mind 
because, well, after Dick Clark, he is 
America’s Oldest Teenager. Created by Bob 
Montana, he first appeared in Pep Comics 22 
in 1941. Archie basically set the stage for teen 
humor comics, though in some ways he owes 
his existence to the popularity of Mickey 
Rooney’s Andy Hardy films of the late 1930s 
and the Henry Aldrich films of the early 1940s 
with Jimmy Lydon. 

That is not to say Montana stole or 
borrowed liberally from Hardy or Aldrich. 
Montana started drawing Archie while he was 
in high school in the late 1930s. Many of his 
characters are based on people Montana 
knew. The strip is a reflection of and inspired 
by Montana’s life in high school. What can be 
said is that comic book publishers needed 
material and wanted to jump on the 
population’s desire for teen humor content. 
Bob Montana had just the “slice of 
Americana” material a nation on the way to 
war was seeking.

Pep Comics originally started out as 
crime and superhero book. It’s where comics 
first patriotic hero, the Shield, debuted. 
Archie’s popularity pushed all of them out of

the book. MLJ eventually ended most of 
their superhero books and changed their 
name to Archie Comics. 

Rather than focus on the comics, I 
came across this pilot for a 1964 
television show on YouTube. I knew about 
various cartoons with Archie, but never 
heard about this. I thought I’d share it with 
you. However, while I was researching the 
history behind it, the videos where 
removed from YouTube! Fortunately I had 
a chance to watch the whole episode. But 
it was gone by the time I went back to 
grab some screen shots. The ones I did 
use came from a shorter excerpt video. 
One day maybe the whole episode will 
appear again.

As for why Robin? I tried to think of 
a teen superhero book that incorporated 
high school into its themes. The struggles 
of Peter Parker at Midtown High in the 
early issues of Spider-man was one of the 
things that help make Spider-man so 
popular. Tim Drake’s tenure as Robin, to 
me, is the next best book to recapture that 
feel of teenage life. He has parent issues, 
girlfriend drama, and challenges at 
school. In my opinion, it is one of the best 
books parents can share and read with a 
middle school or high school child.

So prepare to return to the days of 
your high school and study up for the 
three R’s – Reading, Robin, and Riverdale.
I hope this issue earns an A! 3
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Photo: Tim Drake as Robin on the cover of issue 1 of the first Robin miniseries. Art by 
Brian Bolland.

ROBIN
For the better part of 50 years that 
name was only the last word in the 
phrase “Batman and”. Tim Drake 
changed all in beginning in the 
1990s. From 1991 to 2009 as Robin, 
Tim headlined three mini series and 
an ongoing series that lasted 185 
issues.
Robin was one of the best series 
that DC Comics ever produced 
about a super hero teen, and one of 
the best from the industry since the 
early issues of Amazing Spider-
Man. Tim Drake is a teenager to 
which many high schoolers in the 
1990s and 2000s could relate, much 
they way Peter Parker was the 
“every-teen” in the 1960s and 1970.s 
Against the framework of fighting 
crime, both on his own and as a 
partner to Batman, the comic 
worked in many themes and issues 
close to the heart of teens – school, 
family, and romance.

Growing Up

The Drake-ster At School
Tim’s problems at school often serve 
as the setting for many stories and 
subplots. In the mini-series Robin III –
Cry of the Huntress, Tim and Helen 
Bertinelli, the Huntress, are caught in a 
struggle between the Russian Mob and 
Ghost Dragons, a criminal organization 
run by Sir Edmund Dorrance, also 
known as King Snake. As a 
consequence of Tim’s nightly 
excursions out as Robin, he shows up 
at school with a severely bruised face.  
He is called into the Guidance 
Counselor’s office to explain them. 
When he unable to so, the counselor 
suspects the Bruce Wayne is 
physically abusing him. 
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Photos: Upper left – Tim’s guidance counselor wants an explanation about his facial 
bruises. When he refused to explain, she thinks Bruce Wayne is the cause of them. 
Bottom left – Crime hits Tim where he studies when a schoolmate dies. Right – Tim 
takes is personally when counsellor’s at a ninja camp gets too brutal with his friends.

The Drake-ster At School
High school is a time where teens can make incorrect decisions. Boys 
behaving badly is a recurring theme.  In issue 21-22, some students from 
Tim’s school get recruited into a gang of amateur ninjas. One of the students 
ends up dead after falling off a roof during a robbery. Tim learns boy had 
attended a ninja camp and goes undercover to investigate. He discovers the 
camp is a recruiting ground for the ninja gang. After impressing the gang 
leaders with his skill, which he tones down to avoid giving up his identity, he 
is invited to join the gang provided he can pass an initiation test. As Robin, he 
defeats the gang leaders during the initiation and gets them arrested.

Growing Up
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Photos:  Top – Tim’s classmate, Karl, explains to Tim the need to protect himself at 
school, Bottom – Karl’s earlier statement about school becoming a warzone becomes 
a self-fulfilling prophecy.

The Drake-ster At School
Several issues later (issue 25), 
the creative team creates a 
powerful story on the topic of 
school violence.  One of Tim’s 
classmates, Karl Ranck, reveals 
to Tim that his father has given 
him a gun to carry for his 
protection as a result of more 
gangs showing up at school. Tim 
expresses concern to his father 
and asks him to have a father-to-
father talk with Mr. Ranck. As a 
result, Karl has the gun taken 
away, but he chooses to sneak 
another from his father’s 
collection. It proves to be a fateful 
decision, as he uses it against a 
gang member in a double shoot 
out that leaves Karl and the gang 
member dead.

Growing Up

Another classmate of Tim’s is 
found dead in issue 60, with two 
bullies as the prime suspects. As 
Robin, Tim investigates, and comes 
to believe they are innocent. 
However, his further investigation 
of another suspect ends up 
uncovering evidence that proves 
the bullies guilty. (issue 61).
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Photo: While on 
separate trips 
with school 
friends, Tim 
meets Bart 
Allen, and 
Robin meets 
Impulse. Bart 
may be fast, but 
he’s not too 
swift about 
protecting his 
identity. Ever 
the detective, 
Tim is able to 
deduce that Bart 
and Impulse are 
the same 
person in Robin 
Plus: Impulse 1 

The Drake-ster At School
On a more positive note, it was on a trip with his school friends that Tim first 
meets Bart Allen, leading to a  Robin-Impulse team-up.  The theft of some old 
computer equipment puts Robin on the trail of a Soviet Union spy name Piotr 
Vilk. When Vilk heads to a ski resort in Virginia, Tim and Alfred join Tim’s 
friends who are going to the area over Christmas break. Bart Allen, aka 
Impulse, is also there on a school trip with his mentor, Max Mercury, as 
chaperone. Independently, the two teen heroes see Vilk sneak away from lodge 
with a suitcase. Robin attempts to pursue, but Vilk fires upon him. Impulse 
intervenes to make sure none of the bullets hit their mark. Thanks to Bart’s 
hair and large feet, Tim deduces that Bart and Impulse are the same. Later 
Robin and Impulse are aided by a mysterious woman named Mystral, who 
telepathically tracks Vilk to an abandoned military based filled with nuclear 
weapons where the trio defeat the villain.

Growing Up
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Photo:  After being freed from their captures, Tim’s parents drink poisoned water, 
leaving his mother dead and his father paralyzed. From Detective 621.

Son of Jack
The teen years are often a 
time when the relationship 
between parent and child 
can become strained, as 
youths desire independence 
and seek out their own 
values. It is no different 
when one is a superhero 
and sidekick. When Tim is 
first introduced to readers, 
he has a very distant 
relationship with his parents 
who spend more time 
travelling on business than 
paying attention to their son. 
Because of that distance, he 
has free time to originally 
track down Batman in 
“Lonely Pace of Dying” and 
become Robin.  When 
travelling to the Caribbean, 
Tim’s parents were 
kidnapped by the Obeah 
Man, who plan to sacrifice 
them. Though Batman 
rescued them, they his 
parents accidently drank 
some poison water that kills 
Tim mother and leaves his 
father, Jack, in a coma.

Growing Up
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Photo: Top - In Robin III issue 1, Tim’s dad is jealous of his son’s relationship with Bruce. 
Middle and Bottom – (From Robin 65) Jack confronts Tim about him running away from 
Central City, while Tim tries to explain why without telling him about the Spoiler.

Son of Jack
Starting with Robin III – Cry of the Huntress, 
the tragedy in Jack’s life change his outlook 
in life. He vowed to make up for lost time 
and be more involved in Tim’s life and be 
more of a father. That can be a problem 
when one is a street vigilante and keeping 
the Batman’s secret. Tim gets his father to 
buy a property next to Wayne Manor, so he 
can still be Robin and have access to the 
Batcave. Though Jack was grateful for the 
care Bruce has given him, he seems jealous 
of Tim’s continued relationship with him. 
Tim’s activities as Robin caused him to defy 
his father’s wishes and disappear without 
his father knowing. After Tim is caught his 
girlfriend’s uncle in her bedroom, Jack 
grounds Tim. In a later issue, after the 
earthquake that destroyed Gotham in 
Cataclysm, Jack decides to move the family 
to Central City. However, when Tim learned 
that Spoiler was going to delivery her baby, 
he asks Wally West (the Flash at this time) 
to take him back to Gotham so he could 
there the birth, as he promised her.  These  
are but  few examples of times where Jack 
and Tim are seen arguing, fighting and 
unintentionally hurting each other 
emotionally, though the two clearly love 
each other. 

Growing Up
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Son of Jack
When Jack finally learns Tim secret, he is enraged. Tim offers to give up being 
Robin in order to keep his father from reveling the Batman family secrets. This 
leads to Stephanie Brown, the former Spoiler, becoming Robin for a short 
while. After Stephanie dies at the hands of Black Mask, Tim returns to being 
Robin, with Jack’s reluctant understanding.

Growing Up

Photos: Upper left – Jack threatens to kill Bruce to get his son back in Robin 124. 
Right – Tim gives up being Robin so Jack will not go public with Batman’s identity in 
Robin 125. Bottom left – Tim eventually returns to being Robin with his dad’s 
understanding, and eventually his blessing in Robin 131.
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Photo: Tim has got to find a better way 
to meet girls. When he first meets Lynx, 
Tim thinks he is helping her out of a 
tough spot. Naturally, for his good 
heartedness, she turns into Robin’s first 
mortal foe. From Robin issue 1 (mini 
series).

Romeo Robin
There is nothing more important to most teenage boys than teenage 
girls. Certainly Tim is no exception. Tim often treats being Robin like a 
knight errant, and there is nothing he likes better than rescuing a damsel 
in distress. Over course of the three mini series and ongoing series there 
are three main girls that get under Robin hot under the cape.
Lynx is an girl Tim meets in the first Robin mini-series, where he is sent 
by Bruce to learn skills to help him be a better Robin. Tim’s training at a 
Paris dojo gets sidetracked when Lynx approaches him in disco. After 
Lynx’s boyfriend takes her away, Tim follows to save her. However, the 
two turn out to be members of criminal gang called the Ghost Dragons 
who are loyal the previously mentioned King Snake. When the boyfriend, 
leader of the gang, fails to kill Robin, Snake kills him and promotes Lynx 
to gang leader. She fairs no better against Robin, and her failure, King 
Snake has her face scarred. Lynx returns several times before dying in 
the “War Games” story arc.

Growing Up
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Photos: Top – Tim helps and meets Ariana after her father is beaten-up. (Robin III, 
issue 1) Middle – Tim and  Ariana have a heart to heart about their relationship. Bottom 
– Facing a villain would be better than your uncle’s girlfriend when he catches you 
with her in a negligee.  (Middle and Bottom – Robin issue 40)

Growing Up
The second of Tim’s main female 
attractions is Ariana Dzerchenko, from 
Robin III – Cry of the Huntress. She is 
the daughter of a Russian printer who 
immigrated to Gotham. She is 
kidnapped by the Russian mob to force 
her father to print counterfeit currency. 
Robin is unable to save her father, but 
does rescue Ariana from her 
kidnappers. Afterward, she goes to live 
with her aunt and uncle. As Tim, he 
befriends her and their relationship 
grows. She becomes Tim’s first 
girlfriend.
The relationship is fraught with trouble 
as Tim is forced to break dates and lie 
to her at times so he can operate as 
Robin. Ultimately this puts a lot of 
strain between two. Ariana tries to gain 
Tim’s attention by going on a date with 
another boy and, later, by trying to 
move their relationship forward when 
she presents herself to Tim in a 
negligee. He promises her he’ll try to 
be a better boyfriend, but that they are 
not ready to take that step with her. 
Eventually Tim breaks up with her 
because of the time he spends with a 
female crime fighter with he shares 
adventures.
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Photos: Top - Stephanie steals a kiss from Tim in Robin 35; Middle - Robin’s there to 
help Stephanie when she puts her child up for adoption in Robin 65. Bottom – In New 
52, Stephanie’s history was removed, but in Rebirth, the now older Tim and Stephanie 
are close couple and share a kiss in Detective 935.

Romeo Robin
The third most important lady in Tim’s life is 
Stephanie Brown, aka The Spoiler. She first appeared 
in Detective Comics #647. Stephanie is the daughter 
of Author Brown, a masked criminal known as the 
Cluemaster. She become the Spoiler to “spoil” the 
criminal plans of her father, which lead her to 
encounter Batman and Robin. The duo attempt to 
persuade her to give up her masked identity.
She continues her patrols, both out of excitement and 
to spend time with Robin, to whom she was greatly 
attracted. She finds is vexing that Robin knows her 
identity, but she does not know his. Robin and 
Stephanie grow close as he becomes more involved 
her life, especially during her pregnancy from a 
former boyfriend. With no one to turn to, Robin 
promises to be with her during her delivery of the 
child that she gives up for adoption. Tim flies across 
the country to be with her, as Tim’s dad moved the 
family to Central City after Gotham had been ravaged 
by a earthquake.
Eventually Batman accepts Stephanie as the new 
Robin when Tim’s dad forces him to stop being a 
superhero. She is fired for disobeying an order and is 
thought to have been killed by Black Mask trying to 
prove herself to Batman. She later appears again as 
Spoiler, then as Batgirl for a while. She and Tim (as 
Red Robin) currently appear as a couple in Detective 
Comics as a romantically involved couple. 

Growing Up
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The CW Network will play host to yet another 
comic book adaptation this season, one that is 
not based on a DC Comics property. Early in 2017, 
Riverdale will debut as a live action show based 
on Archie Comics, featuring Archie, Betty, 
Veronica, and the rest of the familiar Riverdale 
supporting characters.
Archie and friends have been adapted for television 
before, but most often as a cartoon. The most famous is 
Filmation’s “The Archie Show” that aired as part CBS 
Network’s Saturday morning lineup starting in 1968. More 
recently in 1999 DIC produced Archie’s Weird Mysteries, 
which can described as Archie/Scooby Doo/Buffy 
mashup.
With the family sitcom as the staple of television viewing, 
one many ask the question “why Archie was never 
adapted as live action series previously?”

Photos: Top – The CW’s poster for Riverdale, available at the San Diego Comic-
Con.  Above – the cast of the 1964 pilot of Archie – with (from the left to right –
Betty, Jughead (in back) talks to unidentified girl, Veronica, Reggie (standing), 
and Archie in front.
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The answer is – there were two attempts to 
make Archie as a television series in the 
1960s – once in 1962 and another in 1964. 
But one only pilot was made. Welcome to 
the Lost 1964 Pilot of Archie.

The IMBD has an entry for a Made for TV 
movie called “Life With Archie”. I was 
unable to find any production stills, 
photos, or videos. Due to this fact, I’m 
inclined this show never aired, nor never 
got past a few initial casting decisions. 
However, there are notations of castings. 
Actor Frank Bank is listed as Archie. At 
this time Bank was currently well known 
for playing Clarence “Lumpy” Rutherford”, 
one of Wally’s friends, on the family series 
“Leave It to Beaver.” According to him, 
this 1962 show was not picked-up because 
the sponsors felt the viewers would still 
view him as Lumpy. Eventually, in 1964 a 
half hour pilot was made, with a different 
lead, but many of the other actors and 
actresses associated with the 1962 attempt 
remained the same. In this light, the 1964 
pilot can be seen as attempt to carryon 
after the 1962 attempt. 
An unknown, John Simpson, was cast to 
play Archie in the 1964 pilot.

Photos: Top – Frank Bank, aka Lumpy from “Leave It To Beaver” was first 
associated to Archie in a 1962 plan to adapt the character. Bottom – for the 1964 
pilot, John Simpson played the show’s leading teen.
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Our Players:
Archie Andrews, the titular 
character, is played by John 
Simpson(shown on the previous 
page) If he does not look familiar or 
if you never heard his name, do not 
feel bad. He only has one other 
acting credit – as a zombie in Night 
of the Living Dead (1968).
Fred Andrews, Archie’s father, was 
William Schallert. Schallert was 
veteran actor with credits that date 
back to 1947. He is best known as 
Martin Lane, father to Patty on the 
Patty Duke Show, which happened 
to be airing the time this pilot was 
filmed. 
Mary Andrews, Archie’s mother, was 
Jean Vander Ply. While you may not 
recognized her face, you know her 
voice. She had been playing Wilma 
Flintstone starting in 1960, and did 
many of female characters for 
Hanna-Barbera. I smiled lightly 
inside every time she spoke to 
Schallert and said “Fred.”
Betty Cooper was Cheryl Holdrigde, 
a character actress who portrayed 
many teen girls on 1950s and 1960s 
shows, including recurring roles 
Ozzie & Harriet, Leave it to Beaver, 
and My Three Sons. Photos from top to bottom – William 

Schallert, Mary Andrews and Cheryl 
Holdridge as they appear in the 
show’s opening credits.
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Photos from top to bottom Mikki 
Jamison, Roland Winters, Mary Grace 
Canfield, and Jerry Brite as they 
appear in the show’s opening credits.

Our Players:
Veronica Lodge was Mikki Jamison. 
Like Holdridge, she played many 
female characters in 1960s shows, 
such as 77 Substrip Strip, Dennis 
the Menace, My Three Sons, and My 
Favorite Martian. The closest she 
had to a recurring role was as Jean 
Reed, wife to Office Jim Reed on 
Adam 12.
Mr. Weatherbee, the principal was 
portrayed Roland Winters,. Winters 
has over 100 credits to his name 
and rose to fame playing detective 
Charlie Chan in five movies from 
1947 to 1949.
Miss Grundy, Archie’s teacher, was 
Mary Grace Canfield, best known for 
her tenure on Green Acres, but 
appeared in many other shows from 
the 1950s to the 1990s.
Jughead Jones was played by Jerry 
Brite, and has no another acting 
credits. 
Reggie Mantle was Wayne Adams, 
who only had two other acting roles. 
(He did not appear in the opening 
credit with the other Riverdale 
residents.)
Challert, Winters, Holdridge, and 
Jamison were are intended to play 
the same roles in the 1962 movie.



18

The Story
It’s the start of the school, and the Andrew’s parents, Fred and Mary, are trying 
wake to Archie for school. However, the inventive lad has created a series of 
gadgets to fool his parents into thinking he is awake, so he can catch some 
extra winks. The gadgets open his shades, plant footsteps on the floor, and 
operate his shower. The multiple sounds give him away, as his dad deduces he 
cannot be showering and walking in his shoes at the same time. Archie does 
manage to get ready for school in time for Betty to stop by and carry his books 
for him to school.
Before getting to homeroom, Veronica shares with Archie information about 
her father’s new computer for his bank. Once in homeroom, Ms. Grundy 
prepares the student for class. Reggie hits Archie in the back of the neck with 
a spitball, causing his to yell out and disrupt the class. Ms. Gundry 
immediately sends him to Mr. Weatherbee’s office.
Inside Mr. Weatherbee’s office, he is meeting with the head of the PTA. She is 
complaining to him about the school dance, how only the popular students 
attend and how it is the less popular, shy students who do not attend but 
would benefit from it. Archie, having overheard the conversation, busts into 
the office and promises to improve attendance at the dance by using Mr. 
Lodge’s new computer to match kids to their perfect dates. The head of the 
PTA early accepts the plan, while Mr. Weatherbee has his doubts.

Photos: Left – Archie’s dad confront him about his morning wake-up ruse and 
machines. Right – Archie plays nice with Mr. Weatherbee’s secretary after being 
sent to the principal’s office.
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The Story
Outside after school, Archie, Jughead, and the girls sell the premise of 
computer dating to the students, asking them to complete punch card 
profiles for a modest fee. One student, Mildred (not a member of the comic 
book  cast), runs away in fear, too shy to complete the card for a chance to 
go on a date for the dance. As the boys are knee-deep into collecting 
profiles, Veronica throws Archie a curve ball. She will not ask her father to let 
Archie to use the computer unless he breaks his date with Betty for the 
dance and take her.  Feeling like a heel, he is forced to comply so he can 
fulfill his promise to the other students. As he breaks his date with Betty, 
Reggie steps in to convince Veronica that Archie is plotting to break his date 
with her once Archie uses the computer, and take Betty to the dance anyway.  
As a result, Veronica breaks her date with Archie and refuses to ask her 
father to allow Archie to use the computer to make the dating matches.
Archie and Jughead are left to build a fake computer and pretend a computer 
has scientifically matched the students for the dance. Though he has some 
reservations about the ethical nature of this, his father assures him that 
propinquity will take over to make the dance a success, if Archie can just get 
the students to the dance. 

Photos: Left – Jughead and Archie look over the schematics of Mr. Lodge’s computer. 
Right – Betty, Archie, Veronica, and Jughead put on quite a show to sell their computer 
dating service.
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The Story
On the day of the dance Archie and Jughead bring their large fake computer 
to school. It is large enough for Jughead to hide inside and pretend the 
computer is passing out the scientifically matched dates. Reggie suspects 
that something is amiss and tattletales to Mr. Weatherbee. 
Mr. Weatherbee discovers the ruse and threatens to cancel the dance. 
Archie convinces him to let the dance and matches stay because it would 
hurt the shy students who otherwise would not attend the dance, but now 
have hope for a fun evening.  Not to mention, the PTA would be pretty upset 
at them for failing to deliver.
The evening of the dance, Archie hides while watching the matched couples 
walk to the dance. When it looks like all the students have entered, he spies 
Mildred dressed for the dance, but with no date. He asks her if she is 
attending, but she cannot bring herself to do so, and besides, she has no 
date. Her takes her punch card and overlays it with his own, declaring it a 
perfect date match for himself. The scene closes as Archie escorts her to 
the dance.

Photo: The 
sweethearts and 
heartbreakers of 
Riverdale High –
Veronica Lodge 
and Betty 
Cooper.
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Life Imitates Art-chie: Project Flame
The computer plot of the show was very progressive and ahead 
of its time.  Computer matchmaking was in its infancy when this 
aired and not commercially available. Only a few bright college 
students had experimented with the concept. The first attempts 
where done: in 1959 by Jim Harvey and Phil Fialer at Stanford; 
in 1963, by Ed Lewes at Iowa State University to optimize “ the 
meeting potential at dances.”; and in 1965, by Jeff Tarr and 
Vaughan Morrill at Harvard and also by David Dewan at MIT. 
Dewan and the Tarr/Morill team each sold questionnaires to 
student and made thousands.

Indiana University freshman Ted Sutton read about 
the project at Harvard, and influenced by the Dating 
Game, decided to start his own computer dating 
service in 1966. He placed an ad in the college 
paper, shown left, and received around 800 
applications the first week. Little did anyone know 
that Sutton had no computer, computer experience, 
and no intent to use one to provide the resulting 
matches.  He simply shuffled the men’s and 
women’s cards and matched them by random 
chance.  Sutton had a problem matching a woman 
named Val who was 6 ft. 4, who he sent the name of 
three men taller than herself. Val was really not a 
female, but a male football player whose card got 
mixed into the pile of female computer cards. Val 
complained about his matches to the school paper. 
The story was picked up by the Associated Press 
and syndicated ABC radio personality Paul Harvey, 
who mentioned it on over 1,200 radio stations. 
Sutton transferred to another school and left 
Project Flame to go down in flames.

Computer dating 
information sourced from 
Wikipedia; Sutton’s auto-
biographical article on 
Project Flame was 
published on Slate.com



22

The Critique
Compared to other 1960s sitcoms, I like it.  It has all the sweetness and 
sensibility of shows of the era – like Donna Reed, Leave it to Beaver, or Patty 
Duke. It shows better than other pilots I have seen, both aired and unaired. I’m 
not sure why it did not become a series, though I have my speculations.
First, it was very, very much like other shows of the era, maybe too much so. 
Other than being based on a comic book, it has no catch or hook. 
Second, William Schallert was now appearing as the  father on the Patty Duke 
Show. That show aired in 1963, after Schallert was first cast as Fred Andrews 
in 1962, before the 1964 pilot was made. Either he was now unavailable, or 
producers did not want to see him on two shows. Regardless, the role of Fred 
could have been recast.
Thirdly, there is the strange case of Mr. Weatherbee. 
In the comics, a reader can tell Archie is driving him crazy, but in the show he 
is crazy. Not literally, but there are long sequences in the show where Mr. 
Weatherbee is shown talking to himself. Perhaps arguing is a better word. 
Mostly about Archie. He speaks out loud, as if someone is in the room. The 
response back, in the actor’s voice, is from his non-corporal conscience, a 
voice coming from nowhere and everywhere. 
If caught behaving that way, someone might think he is crazy.  Mr. Weatherbee 
is not really crazy. He’s not hearing voices, schizophrenic, or suffering from 
multiple personalities. I thought it was a clever and unique way to accomplish 
two things: set the premise for the show (that Archie is a good hearted, kind 
boy for whom things oft go awry) and that Mr. Weatherbee is of two minds in 
his opinion about Archie. 
Photo: The cast of The Patty Duke Show 
– Schallert as Martin Lane, Jean Byron as 
Natalie Lane, and Patty Duke as both 
Cathy and Patty Lane. 
Schallert had his hands full with the 
identical cousins, Cathy and Patty, and 
may not have been available to play 
Archie’s dad if the show was picked up.



In all, the cast was likable and worked 
well together. I wish this show would 
have continued. I would have like to 
have seen more of this and thought it 
was a good show while being true to 
the spirit of Archie.
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The Critique
Of course the comic book was very popular, so anybody watching the show would 
already know this. They did not have to spend so much time focused on Mr. 
Weatherbee in the pilot. Even so, Weatherbee’s back and forth soliloquy could have 
been reduced or removed in the future. To me, it was not something that made the 
episode unwatchable. 

Photos: Mr. Weatherbee 
demonstrates some strange 
behavior in the pilot. He talks 
and argues with himself 
about Archie. 


