
 
Serving with Campus Crusade for Christ Int’l     September 1, 2009 
 

      Can you believe it is already September and we are beginning to watch 
summer transition into fall…the weather is changing, school is starting, church programs are 
being launched, ministry goals are being set, and calendars are filling up.  Just this morning 
Sheryce left for her final year at Covenant College.  Tears flowed…but only for a moment 
because we know how much she loves it there and this year she will be actually spending a 
semester teaching at an elementary school in the city. 
 
     The highlight of our summer was connecting with about 4,000 fellow staff from the US 
and around the world.  It’s hard for us to believe it was 35 years ago we attended our first 
staff training in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  It is always an encouragement to hear what is going on 
through our ministry around the world, reminding us that we are a part of something much larger than our individual 
ministries.  The theme of the conference was CONNECT…connecting with God, each other, and with the “lost” in a 
more powerful and effective way. 

 
  Dr. Tim Keller, our keynote speaker, was referred to by Newsweek as 
the “C.S. Lewis for the 21st century.  He is founder and pastor of New 
York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan.  His ministry is 
noted not only for winning over New Yorkers who are skeptical to faith, 
but also for its missional approach, planting more than 100 churches.  
 
Tim Keller spoke from Romans 3:21-31,on the “Gospel for Christians”. 
Why do we need it…isn’t it for the lost? 
We all have our “validated performance records” we pull out for job 
interviews, college entrance, ministry opportunities etc, that pleads, 
“validate me…accept me…I am worthy.”  But, according to Romans 
3:21 it is Jesus Christ who validates me and gives me a perfect 

record…His divine righteousness.  It’s the end of my struggle for validation and acceptance…I am free to live for Him, 
clothed in His righteousness, not my own.  Charles Spurgeon reminds us, “Don’t preach the Gospel to save your 
soul.” 
How do we receive the Gospel? 
We have to repent of all false salvations, false justifications and believe Colossians 3:1-3 which states that your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  Christ is our life…not a man, a job, children, wealth, or management.  “The ultimate in 
salvation is the applause of God” (CS Lewis), the only person in the universe that counts. 
How do we use the Gospel? 
We are all given a mission, a message, the motivation, and a method to proclaim the Gospel.  First we have to 
recognize that the Gospel is “good news” not “good advice”.  It was a history shaking event…God breaking into the 
world to find us.  Live in the world as great neighbors.  Great neighbors make great messengers…great neighboring 
makes the message powerful. 
 
Dr. Larry Crabb encouraged us to look at “our story”…our most powerful tool for evangelism.  God’s handprint is all 
over it.  “It is unique to me, no one can argue about its validity and how it has shaped my life.” 
Tim Meuloff addressed four basic elements needed for effective evangelism (or you could say “to connect well with 
our culture”). 

1. Acknowledgement 
• Have I taken time to consistently seek out and acknowledge this person’s perspective? 

2. Trust 
• Can this person trust my motives?  Have we had authentic give and take conversations? 

3. Expectations 
• Have I been judgmental or overbearing?  Does this person expect me to turn every topic into spiritual 

conversation? 



4. Commitment 
• How much time and energy have I put into this relationship?  How concerned am I about the welfare of 

this person?  Have I been a “good neighbor”? 
 
The Gospel needs to be felt before it can be heard.  Do you see what we mean…challenging, convicting, thought 
provoking, insightful messages…rich food for thought concerning “The Gospel”?   
 
 
 
 
Praise God  

For safe travels and a rich time at staff training.  We feel refreshed, both body and soul…ready to embark on a new 
year of ministry. 

 
• FamilyLife has released a new tool to help individuals learn how to share 

their faith, called “Explore”.  It is a training series in DVD form, effective for  
church or small group use. 

 
• The “round table discussion” at the luncheon we held for our International 

Director of Affairs, helped us gain a better understanding of their strategic       
direction, cultural and ministry constraints, and partnership needs, so we can better serve them. 
 

• Alyssa and Tyler have arrived in Japan and are settling into the new culture. 
 
Prayer requests 
 

• The marriage conference season begins September 11.  Check out the web at: FamilyLife.com for dates 
and cities. 
-God would use the conference to save troubled marriages and encourage those that are strong.  

       -People who don’t know Christ would respond to the Gospel message. 
       -All the details of for the conferences would fall into place. 

 
• Pray for me as I am presently working on some out-reach opportunities to the “Art community” here in 

Little Rock this month. 
 
• Pray that we would take the information from our 

“round table discussion” this summer and strategize 
some of the new ideas that were shared, and come up 
with a plan that will encourage and serve our 
international staff. 

  
• Pray for Nancy as she has volunteered to head  

up the “Woman’s Ministry” at our church  
this year.   
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