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Last week I presented my pottery demonstration for STEP Ministry.  I 
talked with a group of young boys and girls about how we are much like 
clay, able to be shaped into someone who can be used by God to do His 
kingdom work.  However, a lump of clay on the wheel untouched by the 
potter’s hands is bound for disaster.  I demonstrated, as God places his 
hands on our lives we are transformed into unique people able to be used 
by Him.  At the end of our time we gave them each a slab of clay and had 
them form it into a pot.  I took all of their pots home to fire in my kiln and 
planned to return them to the kids the following week.   
 
 
 
While I was loading the kiln, ready to 

start the fire, I received a phone call from my sister informing me that my 
mother, Edith, was not doing well and she encouraged me to return home.  The 
15 hour drive gave me a lot of time to think about all the things that fill our 
lives…the greatest of these being our time spent with the Lord, family, and the 
work God has given us to do.  She died before we got there.  Although I was 
disappointed I could not hold her hand and say goodbye, we had spoken the day 
before and expressed our love for one another.  My mother had 6 children, 30 
grand-children, 59 great grand-children and 9 great great grand-children. What 
a legacy she has left behind!  In less than a week I am back firing those clay 
pots for the kids. Time seems to pass by so quickly.   

 
 

  We are about to finish our spring conference 
season.  We praise God for all that has taken place 
in marriages and families.  We had 124 events, 
68,627 in attendance, with 2,800 individuals 
indicating they made a decision for Christ this past year.  It is our prayer that couples 
will continue to apply the truths they learned at the conference, in their marriages and 
families.   
 

 
This summer is Campus Crusade for Christ’s Staff 
Conference in Ft. Collins Colorado.  I am working 
with a team from across the United States, planning 
a time to pull together our international 
representatives, state side and internationally, for a 
round table discussion on how we can better serve 
one another as we grow movements for Christ here 
and overseas.  Please pray as I help prepare for this 
time, that all the details will come together in the 
next couple of weeks. 
 

Mom 
On her 95th 

birthday 



Picture this 35 years ago…four bathing beauties basking in the sun 
in the backyard of my home in Story City, Iowa.  My sisters and I 
were experiencing the “calm” before the “panic”.  I was getting 
married the next day.  It was so peaceful as we listened to the wind 
whistling through the trees, the birds chirping and felt the cool 
breeze whisking back and forth, putting us all to sleep.  I woke up 
a couple of hours later in a panic…I was burned to a crisp.  What 
in the world was I thinking?  I guess creating a memory took 
precedence over using common sense… which is many times the 
case with me.  The next day I painfully eased my arms into my 
long-sleeved wedding dress and prayed like crazy I wouldn’t peel 
before the ceremony, which by the way lasted an hour and 45 
minutes .   
 
That was 35 years ago…it’s 
hard to believe!  Sitting at 
the restaurant Dan and I 
began to reminisce the past 
35 years together…the fun, 
laughter, hard times, good 
times, 5 girls…infancy, 

childhood, youth, adults…births education, marriage; ministering in Clarksville …San 
Bernardino…and the last 19 years in Little Rock.  We talked about love, memories, 
trust, loyalty and on and on …and on and on we went.  What a rich life we have had 
together. 
 
But we also talked about how it is harder now to set aside time to celebrate.  It is just 
the two of us…no one else giving input as to how we are going to celebrate our anniversaries…our birthdays…our 
holidays…our milestones in life.  But does it really matter?  It would be simple to let them pass us by unannounced.  Did I 
really just say that???  OH YES IT MATTERS!!!  This is the time we need to dream together.  We need to evaluate where we 
have been, where we are now, and set new goals for where we want to be 5…10…15 years from now.  Very important years 
are ahead of us personally, in our marriage, and with our ministry.  We must keep dreaming and celebrating life together!! 
 
I married the “love of my life” 35 years ago.  And that love continues to grow stronger every day… and it will continue to 
grow ”till death do us part”! 
 
 
 
 
God’s truths would make a difference in the marriages and families of all those who attended our Weekend To 
Remember Conferences 
 
Alyssa and Tyler will be leaving for Japan August 1st.  Alyssa will be teaching English as a second language and 
Tyler will both teach and be involved in ministry.  Please pray for safe travel and an uncomplicated transition. 
 
For the STEP boys to take to heart the things I shared, and let God’s truths make a difference in how they choose 
to live their lives  
 
My family as they grieve the loss of mom 
 
“The New Eve” women’s study Nancy is co-teaching with a friend this summer (Author:  Robert Lewis) 
 
God would provide financially for our staff training expenses 
 
God would provide the finances for Sheryce’s last year of college next year 
 
God would continue to bring new supporters on our team who share our passion to reach the family     

Just a little 
Red 


