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     This past year will be remembered for its bailouts and bank failures, the economic crisis, the war, natural 
disasters, acts of terrorism, our increased national debt…and so many other challenges that have affected each 
one of us in different ways.  How comforting it is to look in the rear-view mirror and reflect on God’s power, 
His presence, His purpose, His protection, and His peace while in the midst of it all.   As we leave behind the 
year 2009, some perhaps are cautiously hopeful that 2010 will be a new day.  As Christians, we can confidently 
believe the year 2010 is a new day because our hope doesn’t rest in whether or not our circumstances 
change…it rests in the almighty hand of God who knows our future and will continue to guide our lives in the 
midst of our circumstances.  This is what gives us permission to enter the year 2010 with GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS… because we are believing God for great and mighty things…not man. Recently Dennis 
Rainey encouraged and challenged us with these words… 

 
 I’m reminded again of one of my favorite quotes.  A.W. Tozer said, “What comes 
into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”  In 

other words, our view of God determines our perspective of circumstances and life.   
  
     As I’ve thought about faith and expecting God to show up, I’ve been thinking about the four men (Mark 2:1-
12) who lowered the paralytic through the roof so he could meet Jesus Christ.   
  
     Think of the obstacles they had to overcome.  The paralytic couldn’t walk—it took four guys to carry him.  
And they couldn’t bring him in through the front door because the home where Jesus was teaching was so 
crowded. The only way in was through the roof—they carved what had to be no small hole and lowered him 
down on his bed.  I can’t help but wonder what the homeowner thought as he saw the throng of people and 
these guys dismantling his roof.  Regardless, these four men must have been very strong physically and very 
loyal relationally to this man who could do nothing for himself.   
  
      All this was done so they could make certain that a paralytic could get help.  All five of those men had great 
expectations of Jesus. 
Jesus’ response?  He saw their faith and did what only God could do.  He forgave the paralytic’s sins and 
healed him. 
   

The paralytic’s response?  He walked out of that house a forgiven man. 
   

The crowd’s response?  They were amazed, they gave glory to God, and they said, “We’ve never seen 
anything like this!” 
  
    Wouldn’t you have loved to be one of the four who fought through all those obstacles to see their friend meet 
Jesus?  We don’t know what happened to them, but they had to be rejoicing on the roof at what they heard and 
saw,  all because they had the courage to overcome obstacles and the faith to expect God to forgive sins & heal. 
 
As we press on through this year, all of us will face various kinds of obstacles.  Fear.  Disbelief. 
Discouragement.  These obstacles tempt us to doubt that God will work.    

 
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year 

"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown."  
And he replied, "Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. 

That shall be to you better then light and safer than a known way!" 

At The Gate of the Year, a poem written in 1908 by Minnie Louise Haskins 

I don’t know what your journey, or mine, will look like in 2010.  I just know that I want to be numbered 
among those five who had faith in a great God. 



 

 

Nancy and I will be speaking on several different occasions this next month and a half. 
• Please pray as we prepare our messages that God would give us grace, truth, and the power to speak 

forth the message the Holy Spirit instills in our hearts to give. 
• Wisdom to know how to encourage our listeners in their walks with the Lord 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to greatly bless our time together. 

 
Nancy will be putting on a Live in-Style event February 27th 

• God would help her refine her messages 
• All the details of the event would fall into place  
• God would prepare the hearts of those who will be attending to hear the message He has for them.  

  
FamilyLife Spring Marriage Conferences (see the enclosed brochure for cities and dates) 

• God would use the conference to save troubled marriages and encourage those that are strong.  
• People who don’t know Christ would respond to the Gospel message. 
• Childcare for those who have a desire to attend 
• All the details of for the conferences would fall into place 

 
God would use the new FamilyLife resources to build healthy and strong families for His Kingdom. 

• Release of “College Ready” mid February (for young adults who are college bound.) 
• Release of “Marriage Oneness” 

 
Dan as I move out into our community, that God would help me find favor with those He puts  
 me in contact with, for the purpose of sharing the Gospel and as I build into the lives of other believers.  
   

We pray that 2010 will be a year where you and your family have Great Expectations…We Do! 
 

 
 
With Valentine’s Day  

around the corner,  
we don’t want  

to miss the opportunity to 
thank you for  

“Being Our Special Valentine” through your  
love, encouragement, and support. 
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