
             May 13, 2009 

Dear Team, 
      We were all setting up for the event…hiding eggs outside and moving 
tables and chairs into place.   The enthusiastic children were running in and out 
of the room…asking questions, wanting to touch the eggs, wondering what in 
the world we were doing there.  Congregating at a distance were the 
moms…their faces showed no sign of enthusiasm…only sadness.  We were at 
the Dorcas House, a home for battered women and children.   
 
     Nancy brought the room to attention as she began to share the Easter story 
through the “Resurrection Eggs.  A hush fell across the room as she moved 
from child to child, sharing the story behind each egg’s content.  The young boy 
holding the last egg was so frustrated that there wasn’t anything in his egg…it 
was empty.  Nancy continued the story about the empty tomb and the 
resurrection of Christ, when all of a sudden he yelled out, “I get it!  I get it!  My 
egg is empty because the tomb was empty!”  He sent the room into a fit of 
laughter as we all agreed. There was a young man about 12 years old, pondering 
every word Nancy said.  He finally lifted his head and said, “Ma’m are you sure 
this story is true…I’ve just never heard it before.”  I looked up only to see 
several of our group trying to hold back the tears. 
 
     After the story was over all the children headed outside to the playground 
with baskets to find eggs that had candy in them.  This gave us about 45 minutes 
to interact with the moms on a personal level.  The message is powerful!  Jesus came… even for these fragmented families who 
are wanting desperately to be whole again.  Needless to say, this was the highlight of our Easter celebration.        
 

On our National Day of Prayer Nancy addressed a group of women  
On prayer with some of these thoughts… 

 
     We live in a culture of noise and rushing and crowds…a culture so focused on climbing the ladder while pushing and 
shoving…a culture of anger, fear and intimidation…a culture obsessed with power and wealth…and in the midst of it all Christ 
invites us to come to Him; where we find serenity and peace and joy, where we find friendship and fellowship and openness, and 
we find intimacy and acceptance and affirmation.   
 
     Genuine prayer is always born from our hunger and passion for a relationship with the almighty God…an eagerness to talk to 
God for the sheer pleasure of being in His presence with no end in mind, except the joy of being in His presence.  This 
anticipation…eagerness to connect with God…turns into ecstatic rejoicing.  Calvin Miller, Author of the Celtic Prayer speaks of  
“the uncontrollable joy of being in His presence.  These are words that speak of the high romance of prayer.  Those who come to 
know it, realize that it’s a word that is too delirious with love to measure its propriety.  It is like lovers separated by war and 
distance, when they approach the time of reunion, are not to be held accountable for wild joy.  In such moments the lovers have no 
list of needs they wish supplied.  That moment is the gift…togetherness is the prize of life.” 
 
     Prayer is not a monologue…it is a dialogue between two people who love each other.  It involves both speaking and listening.  
Although God invites us to ask for things…the focus of conversation between people who love each other is to share and hear 
what is on each other’s hearts.  We need to set time aside to be silent.  Solitude means rest for our body and mind…a time we give 
of ourselves to God.  This is a little threatening.  It is like giving up control over our actions and thoughts, allowing something to 
happen…not by us but to us.  Solitude is the moment which we not only stop the discussion with others but also the inner 
discussions with ourselves.  In this silence we meet our Heavenly Father face to face. 
 
     The more we spend time with God alone, the more we discover that God is with us at all times and in all places.  Then we will 
be able to recognize God even in the midst of our busy and active lives.  “Once the solitude of time and place has become a 
solitude of the heart, we will never have to leave the solitude.  The discipline of solitude or silence enables us to live active lives in 
the world, while remaining always in the presence of the living God.” (Henri Nowen, Making all Things New) 
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Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests 
 
✓  My Mug Shots 
Pray for my ministry through STEP the first 
week in June.  This is the fourth time I have 
given my pottery demonstration to a group of 
young boys at this ministry.  I will be talking 
with them about God, their creator.  Each of 
them will choose a face mug to take home 
with them as a reminder of how uniquely 
God created them to fulfill His divine 
purpose.  Please pray for STEP as they reach 
out to the inner-city youth this summer. 
 
 

✓  “Weekend to Remember” Conferences: 
 God would transform these couple’s marriages as they apply God’s truths 
 Praise God for all the couples who have attendance and the 2618 who have trusted Christ for salvation 

✓  God would speak through Nancy as she encourages women 
✓  For the Dorcas House Ministry: 

 God would transform the lives of these women and children as they are introduced to Jesus Christ 
 God would protect the children… physically and emotionally  
 The abusive husbands would seek help 
 Patience for the staff who work with many undisciplined children 

✓  God would continue to give me inroads into the Art Community 
 Help me form relationships with artists 

✓  Our family   
 We will be coming together to celebrate many occasions…significant anniversaries, birthdays…and just the 

blessing of being a family.  Please pray for safe travel and a quality time of building memories that keep our 
relationships strong. 

 Tyler and Alyssa will be going to Japan in August, for 1 or maybe 2 years. 
✓  Pray God would continue to raise up new partners for our ministry. 
 

Have you ever asked yourself, “Why am I Persevering in Ministry”…  
“Why do I keep on keeping on?”  Consider these reasons and let them encourage you to keep on keeping on. 
o Because of the love of the Father (Romans 5:8) 
o Because of what Jesus Christ did (Hebrews 12:1-3) 
o Because the Holy Spirit energizes us (John 16:7) 
o Because it is a privilege to share the Gospel (II Cor. 5:18) 
o Because of the promise of scripture (Gal. 6:9,10) 
o Because of those who have gone before us and have run the race well (Numbers 13:33 
o Because of the call of God on our lives (II Cor. 4:1) 
o Because testing produces maturity (James 1:2-8) 
o Because tribulation results in hope (Romans 5:1-5) 
o Because of God’s past provision and goodness (Psalms 103:1-5) 
o Because of what awaits us…the eternal weight of glory (II Cor 4:16-18) 
o Because the mission has eternal results (Dan 12:3) 

         
      Thank you, for keeping on with us in Ministry. 
 
 
 
       Dan and Nancy Butkowski 


