
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.”  
               Psalms 92:1
     John Piper has written in his book A Godward Life “Remembering our dependence on past mercies kindles 
gratitude.  Gratitude is past-oriented dependence.  Faith is future-oriented dependence.  Both forms of dependence are 
humble, self-forgetting and God-exalting.  If we do not believe that we are deeply dependent on God for all we have 
or hope to have, then the very spring of gratitude and faith runs dry.” 

     Gratitude is what we express when we take time every Thanksgiving Day to remember God’s past mercies and 
provisions, and then pause to thank Him for them.  Developing a heart of gratitude is the first step in growing a 
stronger faith. 

     Throughout the Bible, God tells us to remember the things He has done, and we are to tell our families and others 
what we remember in order to keep from straying.  I marvel how often I fail to remember things; yet the only thing 
God remembers no more is our sins. “For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” Jeremiah 
31:34. That alone should cause us to give thanks and praise our God.  
 
     Thanksgiving for the believer doesn’t come once a year, but it is every day.  As families and friends come together 
on the last Thursday in November, it is to celebrate and share together, God’s faithful daily provision all year long.  
Most Thanksgiving celebrations are steeped in tradition, creating tangible heirlooms and treasured memories for most 
families.  Here are some of ours.

Our “Thanks-giving” Turkey
     This was a favorite.  We laminated a turkey without any feathers, hung it 
on the fireplace with a basket of “I’m Thankful for…” feathers sitting close by.  
During the season when we were reminded of something we were thankful 
for, we would write it on a feather and tape it to the turkey.  Guests 
participated in this as well.  To our delight, Thanksgiving Day our turkey 
strutted a full spray of  “I’m Thankful for…” feathers, reminding us of God’s 
rich blessings throughout the year.

We are thankful for…God’s gift of eternal life.
We are thankful for…the purpose, joy, and contentment God has given us.
We are thankful for…our Christ centered marriage and home.
We are thankful for…our 5 daughters, 4 of which He has blessed with wonderful Christian husbands.
We are thankful for…His provision for us to be in ministry through your prayers finances and friendship.
We are thankful for…the marriages and families that God has helped through the ministry of FamilyLife.
We are thankful for…opportunities to affect the next generation by being involved in Winston and Ellie’s lives.

The 5 Kernels of corn
     Following a tough harvest time and with many mouths to feed, the pilgrims were 
reduced to a daily ration of five kernels of corn each.  Not one of them died of 
starvation.  As prosperity followed in the subsequent years, lest anyone forget God’s 
faithfulness to them, the first course served on each person’s empty plate was five 
kernels of corn.  We kept their tradition alive by serving five kernels of corn as the first 
course of our Thanksgiving meal.  We went around the table and as each person placed 
their kernels in the basket they would share what they were most thankful for that year.
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When the girls got a little older, at the close of our day we would gather around the TV and watch, “The Hiding 
Place”, story of Corrie Ten Boom and her family during the Holocaust.  Suspected of hiding Jews she and her 
sister Betsy were sent to a concentration camp. No matter how terrible things got, Betsy always viewed their 
circumstances through a spirit of thanksgiving. The movie initiated alot of conversation.

Would you like to add to your Thanksgiving tradition?
This Thanksgiving FamilyLife has come out with a resource called “Let’s Talk Turkey”.  Think 
about those who will be seated around your dinner table for your Thanksgiving meal.  Wouldn’t 
you like to add to their lives…not just their day…by honoring the awesome goodness of God?

In this resource you will find 18 table tents.  These double as place cards for your dinner guests 
and as guides for an around-the-table conversation about thankfulness.  Each table tent has:
A place for the guest’s name   A thought-provoking question
A place to write what they’re most thankful for A related quote or scripture
 

If you are interested in purchasing this resource and want to find out how to affectively use it, you will find a link 
to order these by going to www.butkowskifamily.com and click on Familylife Resources

“We thank God in all our remembrance of you.”  Philippians 1:3
We are deeply grateful for you and the significant part you have in our ministry!  Thank you for your prayers that 
are truly making a difference as we see lives change for eternity.  

Thanking God for you!,

Dan and Nancy Butkowski

May you find this Thanksgiving prayer card helpful as you lead your 
family in expressing your thankfulness to God for all He has done on 
your behalf this past year.  Have a wonderful THANKSGIVING holiday 
as you celebrate with family and friends. 

Please Pray that:
n God would continue to grow our Weekend to Remember Conferences, and that:
 Hearts would be changed (as of 10/20/2008 316 individuals have indicated decisions for Christ)
 Couples would be reunited and
 Families would be strengthened

n God would use our conferences and new resources as a means of sharing the Gospel message.

n Nancy and I would have wisdom as we prepare for a young couple’s parenting study we plan on 
      teaching in January.
  
n God would provide our support short fall through year-end gifts.

n Sheryce would finish her semester strong academically.


