
It’s summer and it’s time for summer fun!
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L A K E  A S S O C I A T I O N

How about Curly-
leaf Pondweed?  

Scott Banfield from Aquatics 
Enhancement and Survey 
passed around samples at our 
last meeting. Here’s a few facts 
about these invasive weeds:

Eurasian Watermilfoil

Native to Europe, Asia and Northern 
Africa it is now present in at least 45 
states here in the US.  Eurasian 
Milfoil was first introduced to the US 
through the aquarium trade. It is 
sometimes confused with a common 
Indiana native plant, the Northern 
Milfoil and it can be hard to tell the 
difference.  The Eurasian Milfoil leaf 
has 12 to 21 pairs of leaflets and will 
go limp when held out of the water.  
The Northern Milfoil has 5 to 10 pairs 
and leaves will remain rigid when 
removed from the water.

Look for a long underwater stem that 
branches profusely at the surface of 
the water.  Leaves are whorled on the 
stem at each nod.  It produces small 
reddish flowers that emerge several 
inches above the water.

It can form a dense canopy over the 
surface that shades out native vegeta-
tion and disrupts the balance of fish 
and can quickly take over if not treat-
ed making it hard to boat, fish or 
swim.

Curlyleaf Pondweed

Native to Eurasia, Africa and Austra-
lia, it is now reported in all of the 
continental US except Maine and 
South Carolina. Also a popular aquar-
ium plant, Curlyleaf Pondweed was 
accidentally introduced to US waters 
by hobbyists in the 1800’s.  It actively 
grows during the winter months and 
reaches its maximum density in late 
spring and dies back mid-summer.

Look for oblong blue-green leaves 
that attached to a spaghetti-like stems.  
It produces small flowers that are 

arranged on spikes that rise a few 
inches above the water.  In the spring, 
it produces turions, which look like 
small greenish-brown pinecones.

The species triggers algal blooms.  
Mid-summer decay can cause low 
oxygen conditions in areas with high 
decomposition.  This die-off causes 
nutrients to be released that trigger 
the blooms. Growth limits recreation-
al boating, fishing and swimming and 
can reduces property values.
 
Atwood Lake is treated for invasive 
species.  There was an application for 
Eurasion Milfoil this spring and 
another one scheduled for late 
summer.  Based on the current treat-
ment plan it may be possible to moni-
tor and take seasons off.  Conditions 
will be evaluated in the fall and a 
treatment plan recommended.

“Flotilla”
Saturday, July 5th at 2pm.
Meet on the west side of the lake.  
Grand Marshall will be Randy 
Houser.  Let’s have fun, but be safe!  
Remember boating rules still apply.
 
“Light up your Lawn”
Evening of Saturday, July 5th
Make your home glow, add some 
sparkle or just sit and enjoy the view. 
 
“Luminaries”
Luminaries will be held on Labor 
Day.  Thanks to Julie Mack for head-
ing this up again.  More information 
to come!

Atwood Lake Flotilla. Come join the fun!

Eurasian Watermilfoil Curlyleaf Pondweed

Can you spot Eurasian Milfoil?
Kevin Johnson and Troy Lindley 
attended a meeting concerning the 
new floodplain mapping done by 
FEMA.  At the meeting Bob Shanah-
an, Planning and Zoning Administra-
tor of LaGrange County Planning 
Commission spoke to the group.  

Residents with mortgages on lakes, 
rivers and streams may now be 
required by their mortgage companies 
to buy flood insurance based on the 
new map from FEMA.  If you fall into 
this category you may have already 
received a notice from your mortgage 
holder.

If the lowest corner of your house is 
lower than the 100 year flood level, 
you may be required to get the insur-
ance.  Attached decks and any struc-
ture that is 200 sq. feet or more is 
considered a residence.

The Indiana DNR 100 year lake level 
for Atwood lake is 902.2 feet.

If you receive a letter, you are 
welcome to contact Bob Shanahan or 
Rick Pranger, County Surveyor to see 
if they can help. It is possible to get an 
Elevation Certificate and then ask if 
Bob or Rick can help you get a letter 
of Map Amendment. 

FEMA and 
floodplains

Community Activities:

Would like more information? Go to:  http://www.freewebs.com/atwoodlakeassociation/
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ATWOOD LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC.

Go on... take a gander! Let’s meet up.
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The Goose Round Up was held on 
June 14th and it was a great success. 
We had a big turn out for both people 
and geese.  With all of the help we 
managed to round up 35 geese. One 
decided to stay and stick out the 
summer on Atwood.  The geese were 
corralled into a livestock trailer and 

Wish there were more opportunities
to get to know people around the 
lake, have fun and enjoy some 
community spirit?  

So do we!  We are looking for ideas 
to raise money and to just have fun 
with our neighbors.  If you have any 
ideas or want to get involved...

Contact:

Gloria Comb
(260-854-3774) 
or 
Michelle Mulhern (260-303-1112).

Contact:

Gloria Comb
(260-854-3774) 
or 

Michelle Mulhern
(260-303-1112).

President:

Rhonda Fink
(574)-354-0735

Vice President:

Troy Lindley
(773)-456-1574

New residents:

Jim & Linda Miller
 

Gene & Marsha Cantwell
 

Thomas & Elizabeth

Treasurer:

Sandra Funk
(260)-437-8600

Secretary:

Vicki Lee Johnson
(260)-625-4382

taken to a protective reserve where 
they may live with their relatives.  
Thanks to all who helped.  We will be 
doing it about the same time next 
year.  A special thanks to Scott Smith 
for leading the round up and provid-
ing the fencing and to Mike and 
Rhonda Fink for providing the trailer.

NEXT Atwood
Lake Association
Meeting

Coody Browns
1510 E 700 S, Wolcottville
Saturday,  August 23rd
9:00 a.m.

We will no longer be using Matt 
Lordier’s “Big Red Barn” for our 
association meetings or fundraisers.  
Insurance has become too costly to 
continue to host. Thanks go to Matt 
for offering up his home for the last 
17 years, we really appreciate it. 

We plan to meet at Coody Browns 
Saturday, August 23rd at 9:00 am. 
Water and coffee will be served.  Feel 
free to stay for a late breakfast or 
early lunch.  The food is great!

Hey there neighbor.

Welcome!

Gina and Daryl Sawmiller (West 
Side) have started a new business, 
Cottage Keepers of Indiana.  If you 
need someone to keep an eye on your 
cottage when you aren’t there, 
address repairs, maintenance or get it 
ready for a visit, they can do all that 
and more.  We also hear they offer 
really good cookies!  

To learn more visit:
www.cottagekeepersindiana.com 

Cottage Keepers
of Indiana

Rhonda Fink is our new association 
President!  Kevin Johnson’s term as 
president ended and after refusing to 
let anyone leave the association meet-
ing until a new President was elected, 
multiple nominations were made for 
Rhonda.  She graciously agreed to 
take on the responsibility for a 3-year 
term.  A big thank you to Kevin for 
his years of service, his love of the 
lake and our special community.  
Lucky for all of us, Kevin isn’t going 
anywhere and we can all still benefit 
from everything he has learned while 
serving as our President.  
 
Because Rhonda was serving as the 
West Side representative, Gina Saw-
miller was nominated and is now the 
new West Side representative.  Thank 
you Rhonda and Gina!

The Election
Results Are In.

Board of Directors
ATWOOD LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC.

North Shore:

Larry Weaver
0460 E 700 S

West Shore:

Gina Sawmiller
7175 S 020 E

East Shore:

Ray Kissner
7040 S 080 E

South Shore:

Gloria Combs
0365 E 745 S

Shoreline Representatives

Would like more information? Go to:  http://www.freewebs.com/atwoodlakeassociation/

2014 Atwood Lake Goose Round Up

Thanks Matt for 17 years of meetings! 

Coody Browns - our new meeting place.

Coody
Browns

2013 West Side picnicHave someone keep an eye on your place.


