
 SYLLABUS FOR THE SEMINAR 
 
The fashions and genres of human provisioning: On our economic Lives, the vitality of 
markets, and “Being human as praxis”. 
 
Lecturer(s):  
Alexander I. Stingl, PhD 
 
biweekly | day | 12:15 - 15:45 | 20.10.2017 – 3.2.2018 | C .5.326 
 
BE ADVISED: 

I NORMALLY DO NOT PROVIDE INFORMATION THAT IS ALREADY PROVIDED IN 
THE SYLLABUS! THEREFORE, READ THE SYLLABUS CAREFULLY AND IN ITS 
ENTIRETY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER AND CHECK AGAIN ON mystudy 
BEFORE PRODUCING (AND SUBMITTING) YOUR TERM PAPER FOR THE LATEST 
UPDATED VERSION, REGARDING REGULATIONS FOR THE TERM PAPER. 
(Ich beantworte üblicherweise keine Fragen, deren Antworten aus dem Syllabus bereits bekannt sein 
müssten. Lesen Sie deshalb dieses Dokument zu Beginn des Semesters vollständig durch. Bevor Sie Ihre 
Hausarbeit abfassen, auf jeden Fall nochmals vor der Abgabe, konsultieren die letzte überarbeitete 
Fassung dieses Syllabus auf mystudy.) 

 
Syllabus Structure: 

• Content of the course 
• Learning goals 
• On Presentations and Assignments 
• Formal requirements 
• Grading 
• Office Hours 
• Participation and Tutorials 
• Requirements for course tasks 
• On Literature/Films/Novels/Anime  
• Task and Session plan 

 
Course Description 
  
The “economic lives” that we live are inherently culturally shaped. Economy and culture are two 
interrelated and highly diverse spheres of human life. Inevitably, how we reconstruct our pasts, 
how we understand ourselves, how we contextualize our actions, and how we speculate about 
our future - as individuals and as larger communities and collectives - is ultimately fashioned in 
how we do “provide for ourselves” and by being given meaning by the fashions of aesthetic 
categories through which we perceive and create our worlds.  
The task of this seminar is to learn how culture and economy "make" our lives and how they 
make it "worth living". In tracing the cultural and the economic logic behind everyday objects 
and practices, one can find out which has priority in our ubiquitous and quotidian lives: culture 
or economy. Key Texts for this seminar are texts such sociologist Viviana Zelizer's "Economic 
Lives" or Michelle Murphy’s “Economization of Life, philosophical writings on money and 
fashion by Georg Simmel, and Sylvia Wynter's decolonial perspective "On Being Human as 
Praxis". 
 



Goals of this course 
 
The seminar is text-based. Longer introductory texts will be read at home in preparation and 
discussed in the context of shorter texts in class. Students prepare short presentations, 
individually and in groups that touch upon relevant concepts from “commodification” to 
“entrepreneurial selves”, etc. An important question for this seminar will be the genealogy of 
everyday objects as being either/or inherently cultural or commodified. Towards their term 
paper, students will create, with reference to the class literature, how people become an 
"economic" subject in different Western and non-Western cultures. 

- The students will learn how to make academic texts, theories and concepts, and 
methodological perspectives useful for their own goals.  

- Students will learn about comparative approaches.  
- The seminar will make clear differences between academic disciplines such as sociology, 

economics, anthropology, philosophy, while also learn about the importance of sub-fields 
such as economic sociology; Students will also learn about the importance for 
interdisciplinary cooperation and transdisciplinary perspectives.  

- Students will learn how write an academic paper. 
 
 
 
 
On presentations, web-site, and homework assignments 
 
The students will create a web-site for their group, which is an integral part of this seminar, 
which you can use to help structure your activities.  
Students will, during the course, present, individually and with their groups, content that they 
have prepared before each session. They will analyze and create arguments for discussion. When 
presenting, students should consider carefully whether they want to use a manuscript to read 
from, use cue cards or speak freely 'off the cuff'. Speaking without any aids is advisable only for 
those who already have gained experience in public talking. When preparing a manuscript for a 
talk or a speech, students should calculate the reading time for a single standard manuscript page 
to be two to three minutes. Students should practice reading out loud with a timer. 
 
Presentations and written contributions should in general heed the following guidelines: 

! .Create curiosity among your audience, but also give some orientation Begin with an 
introduction into the topic you are talking about. You might want to consider presenting 
an actual case (for example referring to a news item) or a fictional story that illustrates 
the problem or issue. It helps when you provide an overview of the structure of your talk 
or paper.  

! Always summarize the key-points of your argument and explain them; where necessary, 
explicate on technical terms that you are using: Sometimes your goal may the 
introduction or elaboration of that particular concept or theory. 

! Context and Comparison: Create an internal connection or a comparative perspective 
between your views and the texts. Analogies can be helpful, but also “do not compare 
apples with oranges”. 



! Connect the dots in your presentation/paper by referencing what was said in your 
introduction, argue whether or not the problem raised there has been successfully 
described, analyzed or resolved by the tools or perspectives discussed. 

! Try to create interesting and provocative questions for further discussion in a conclusion. 
This may take the form of a provocative hypothesis, further perspectives and ideas that 
the text(s) under discussion could enable, or you could cite some unresolved questions 
that you feel still lurk in the text(s), and which you yourself have not yet been able to 
answer satisfyingly; you may also point out where you felt the text(s) you read was 
unclear or to something you find hard to understand, and would encourage others to help 
you make it clearer. 

! Finally: Put yourself in the audience’s shoes. What would you like to know about the 
topic if you heard about for the first time. How would you like to “see and hear”/read if 
you were watching/reading. 

 
Please consider, when using media and presentation software, such as Keynote, PowerPoint or 
Prezi, or else, that content and form of your presentation should be appropriate for the use of 
media/software. Use slides, clips, etc. parsimoniously. Do not crowd slides with text nor use 
overly complex diagrams. You can find a humorous but quite illustrative depiction of “what not 
to do” here: 
http://progressivegeographies.com/2013/10/17/an-excellent-presentation-on-how-not-to-give-
presentations/ 
 
When designing a presentation with software: Start with the facts and the structure/narrative; 
worry about visual and sound elements after. You do not need to impress your audience with 
effects but with ideas and knowledge. 
 
When presenting with tools such as presentation software, always make sure before class 
that your technical set-up is working in the room we have our seminar in.  
 
The literature for the seminar and your homework should be available through either the library, 
mystudy, or via the internet, while you should please obtain (i.e. buy, download, print) your own 
copy of the main texts, that you can bring to class.  Please make sure you have obtained and read 
the texts and prepared the work in advance (time-management). Please do inform me 
immediately if you cannot obtain a text, after having explored all possible options, and let me 
know what you already have tried (usually, the library will give you some information, if a 
certain book or journal is unavailable). Also, make sure whether other participants have 
experienced the same problem. We will do our best to find an alternative, if needed.  
 
On the term paper and essay (Formalia zur Hausarbeit und dem Essay) 
 
Every student writes their own, individual term paper. 
 
 
Entering your term paper/Abgabemodalitäten 
The term paper, complete with all additional parts (cover page, abstract, bibliography, forum 
essay, etc.) must be entered twice(!), i.e. in two ways: one hard copy and one digital copy: 



The hard copy (= paper copy) must be send to Leuphana College by March 15 (post-stamp 
counts as submission date) using the following address: 

To 
Dr. phil. Alexander I. Stingl 
Keyword: “Hausarbeit Verstehen: Enter the non-Humans” 
Raum 8.123 
College der Leuphana Univeristät Lüneburg 
Scharnhorststrasse 1 
21335 Lüneburg 

 
The digital copy must be send to me by March 15 as a .pdf (please note that I will only accept 
pdf format, no other formats will be accept) to my leuphana email address. Please make sure that 
the file-name that you use contains your name and information that it is the Hausarbeit: For 
example: Mueller_Nonhuman_Hausarbeit_2017.pdf 
 
Official Dates/Abgabetermine: 
 
Humanities 
Enrolment in QIS from Oct. 16 to Nov. 15, 2017 
Exposé(SL) may be submitted before the X-mas break, must be submitted by January 15, 2018. 
Paper/Hausarbeit submission by March 15, 2017  
Last opportunity to cancel enrolment for taking the examination (as a term paper): March 8, 2018  
 

 

Prüfungs-/Abgabetermin: Mi, 15.03.2018 
Prüfungsanmeldung: Mo, 16.10.2017 - Di, 15.11.2017  
Rücktrittsfrist: Mi, 08.03.2018 
 

 
1) begründete Fragestellung/Question and Reasoning.  
I expect to see you at least once during office hours to discuss your research question for the 
paper.   
 
2) Exposé  
Send as a pdf-document. 
 Coverpage (“Title”, Date, Name, Student-Id number, email, seminar title, name of instructor, 
leading question) Deckblatt („Exposé“, Datum, Name, Matrikelnummer, Email-Adresse, 
Seminar, Seminarleitung, Fragestellung)  
Exposé of about 2 pages (1000 words), ca. 2 Seiten (1000 Wörter)  
List of literature you are considering up to that point 
I expect to see you at least once during office hours to discuss the progress of your project.  
 
3) Paper/Hausarbeit (will be graded 1.0 to 5.0 [Failed]) 
 
The Paper/Hausarbeit consists of the following:  

• Coverpage (“Titel”, Date, Name, Student-Id number, email, seminar title, name of 
instructor, leading question)  

• List of contents, abstract (250-300 words), and five keywords, after list of contents 



• Actual Paper (min. 12 to max. 15 pages) 
• Literaturliste/List of Literature 
• Appendix (if needed) 
• Eigenständigkeits-Erklärung mit Unterschrift (please use the template!) 

 
The actual paper can, for example, look like this: 
kontextbildende Einleitung (ca. 5 Seiten)/Extended Introduction and Context (ca. 5 pages):    
Argumentativer  Hauptteil (ca. 7 Seiten)/Main Argument (ca. 7 pages) 
Fazit (ca. 2 pages)/ Conclusion (ca. 2 pages) 
. 
 
Length: 12 to 15 pages  (plus maximum 2 pages Bibliography) 
Use 12 point (Schriftgröße 12), Times New Roman, 1.5 Spaced (Zeilenabstand) 
 
Do not use neologisms (technical terms you have made up) 
Use established technical terms (Fachbegriffe) where appropriate. Be clear and concise. 
Each student has to write their own individual paper.  
 
Each term paper must be preceded by an abstract and a list of contents (both together not 
exceeding a page). The abstract is to be structured as follows  
 
Abstract 
Purpose – [Description of the purpose of your paper] 
 
Design/methodology/approach – [How do you accomplish your purpose] 
 
Findings – [What did your paper accomplish in the end, i.e. what are your main conclusions] 
 
Originality/value – [In what ways does your paper exceed what you learned in the seminar itself] 
 
Keywords (Five)- [Provide five keywords that help situate your paper in the wider academic discourse] 
 
 
 
 
Language/Sprache: English!!!! 
It is imperative that you make references to texts used in the seminar. However, you should also 
use additional texts that were not part of the seminar. 
If you absolutely do not feel comfortable enough to try and write the paper in English, I ask that 
you explain your case to me after(!) I have reviewed your exposé in English. I may grant an 
exception, if you give a plausible reason and your exposé leads me to believe that your request is 
warranted.  
The final paper is to be created along the following guide lines: 
The paper is meant to refer to both the seminar's contents, literatures, and perspectives, and the 
contents you were offered in the organisation of the Verstehen-Module beyond the seminar. 
Structurally, this is meant to be reflected in the successive process of working in 'packages' 
 
Please observe that the complete version (!) of the paper is to be send to me by March 15, 2018 
at the very latest. I do not accept papers post-marked after their due date. Papers that are send to 
after the due date or that are incomplete will be automatically graded as “5.0/failed”. 



 
A short example, consisting of four pages of a paper written for a course in philosophy, that 
illustrates how to build an argumentative structure and how to think about formalities when 
writing can be found here:   
http://prezi.com/z4h1_fwilbxj/a-sample-philosophy-paper/ 

 Als  Hausarbeit(= Prüfungsleistung) werden also Teil 3)  bewertet, und zwar mit  einer 
Gesamtnote (1,0, 1,3, 1,7, 2,0 ... 5,0). Es muss am Ende auf jeden Fall eine komplette 
Hausarbeit inklusive Deckblatt, Inhaltsverzeichnis, Literatur, und 
Eigenständigkeitserklärung abgegeben werden.  
Die Abgabefomalitäten sind wie folgt: Wir benötigen das Exposé (zum 18.1.) und 
Hausarbeit (zum 15.3) jeweils termingerecht. Nicht fristgerecht abgegebene Arbeiten 
werden als 'nicht bestanden' bewertet.  

The official date for the term paper writing phase is Jan. 31, 2018. If you fall sick (or experience 
another emergency) after Jan. 31 and require an extension, please obtain a formal note (“Attest”) 
from a physician, which you must hand over to the person in charge of administration of these 
affairs:   
Dr. Andreas Jürgens Leuphana Universität College Scharnhorststr. 1 21335 Lüneburg 
If your case is considered valid, both you and I will be informed by the Office of Examination 
Affairs (Prüfungsamt) or Dr. Jürgens of how many days of extension you are granted. Please 
take notice of the fact that I have no influence over this process, nor am I allowed to grant you an 
extension. Extensions on the paper’s due date are official matters outside of my jurisdiction. 

Im Krankheitsfall (ab 31.01.2018 = offizieller Beginn der Arbeit an der HA) verschiebt 
sich die Abgabefrist 
um die Anzahl der krankgeschriebenen Tage. Die betreffenden Studierenden müssen 
hierfür bei der Modulkoordination ein entsprechendes Attest einreichen (mit Hinweis 
welches Seminar!). Wir informieren die Studierenden und die Seminarleitung dann über 
den neuen Abgabetermin. Attest an: 
Dr. Andreas Jürgens Leuphana Universität College Scharnhorststr. 1 21335 Lüneburg 
Bedenken Sie daher, dass Lehrende hierauf keinen Einfluss haben. Ein/e Lehrende/r kann 
und darf keine Verlängerung der Abgabefrist gewähren, d.h. wenden Sie sich, wenn es 
Ihrer Meinung nach eine ernsthafte (!) Begründung für eine Verlängerung gibt, an die 
offiziellen Stellen.  



Grading: 
 
I consider three dimensions of your paper when deciding on your grade: 

! Technical Execution 
! Quality 
! Originality 

 
Technical Execution is the most important point and makes up for most of your grade and it is 
the deciding factor whether you can pass this class. These are exemplary questions I consider: 

! Did the author follow the structure and format? 
! Did the author manage to write clearly? 
! Did the author make references to the texts in the course? 
! Did the author make citations, and were these made in a coherent style? 
! Did the author show an understanding of the subject matter? 
! Did the author make use of appropriate technical vocabulary? 

 
Quality is about the substance of your paper: 

! Did the author argue his/her points reasonably and convincingly? 
! Did the author use references beyond the course material? 
! Did the author's text cohere with his/her group's project presentation in the seminar? 
! Did the author provide a realistic evaluation? 

 
Originality does not mean that you have to come up with a genius idea that no one else has, what 
we are looking for is whether or not you can think beyond the literature and argue your own 
point effectively rather than merely quoting and paraphrasing.  
 
Once again: All the relevant literature should be available through the university library, the 
electronic journal access of the library or via open access. Please notify me if you have 
exhausted all means to get a copy of any one of items listed in the literature, and describe to me 
what you have tried already. 
 
Please note: I will officially report plagiarism and make sure that anyone caught plagiarizing or 
actively involved in any action with the intent of plagiarizing or cheating is pursued to the full 
extent of legal possibilities. 
 
 
Office hours: 

PLEASE NOTE: I EXPECT TO HAVE AT LEAST TWO CONVERSATIONS WITH 
EVERY STUDENT OVER THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER TO TALK ABOUT 
A) THE TOPIC (MID-SEMESTER) AND B) THE STRUCTURE (TOWARDS THE 
END OF THE SEMESTER) OF YOUR TERM PAPER. 

 
My office hours are as follows: 
For winter 2017/18, I will offer regular Skype and telephone office hours. I will be available in 
Lüneburg for in person conversations regularly, and make announcements accordingly via 
mystudy. So, please do consult mystudy for specific times, which I will also announce in the first 



meeting of class. Office hours are intended to help you with academic and professional 
questions, i.e. everything to do with the content and formalities of the seminar (organization, 
literatures, essay, term paper), questions about your professional or academic careers, or with 
other fields within the areas of our professional competence. I can only emphasize that you 
should use the office hours to your advantage. It is always better to have raised an issue 
immediately, and we have had a chance to find a solution or at least discuss some options, before 
having to deal with the consequences later and unprepared. It is a matter of experience that 
students who have made use of the variety of options for advise and tutoring (Tutorials, language 
center, writing workshops, office hours, etc.) also fare better in their exams and grades, and have 
to deal with less anxiety and stress. The language center of the university exists to help you with 
writing academic papers in English.  

Your tutor and I, as your lecturer, are committed to helping you to succeed, to learn, and 
also to experience a seminar that offers a cooperative, interesting and fun atmosphere for 
studying – however, that depends on your making use of the options for learning and getting 
advise. 

Please do inform your tutor (TA) and me – and when required also the administration of 
the Leuphana College – in a timely fashion about any problems you may experience, which may 
endanger your participation and success in the seminar. 
 



Tutorium and Active Participation 
I do expect your presence and active participation in the seminar. I also assume that you will be 
present and actively participate in the tutorial (Tutorium). Let me reiterate, that it is a proven and 
reliable fact that there is a correlation between the measures of stress/anxiety, academic success, 
active participation, and the level of advance preparation. 
If you have to miss a class (or tutorial) for a serious (!) reason, please do inform me (or your TA  
in the tutorial), and, of course, the members of any work-group you have been assigned to, for 
they might have to cover contents you should have prepared/presented, and they can in turn 
inform you about the seminar's proceedings and important information. There will be matters 
discussed in class that are crucial to your successfully passing the class. You do miss class and 
tutorial at your own peril. 
 
Requirements for class and group homework 
A first thing that I would like you to do, before we begin the seminar, is that you should take a 
quiet moment at home, make yourself some tea or coffee (or whatever you prefer), arm yourself 
with pen and a sheet of paper and just-so reflect on what it is that does capture your interest 
when thinking about the semester theme as an issue, what you hope to understand or believe you 
will gain from our seminar in particular. Think, in particular, about the concepts and relations of 
public, state, and science/scholarship. Make a few notes, and try to write up one or two concise 
questions that you would consider writing about, whether in a small or a lengthy treatise. Keep 
not only your thoughts but also your notes, since we may need them at the end of the seminar. 
You will be assigned to a work group. You should meet with them at least two to three times 
before each seminar weekend and prepare the tasks you have been assigned.  You may also work 
together in your group to prepare and discuss the general readings. Be smart about how you 
organize your studies and assignments! 

For all presentations that you prepare, bear in the mind the following advise: You may 
use presentation software, such as e.g. PowerPoint, as you see fit. For research, you may use the 
Internet along with the library, of course. However, do yourself a favor and do not merely copy 
and paste, nor use only a single source of information (be particularly careful with sites like 
Wikipedia). At the end of any presentation, name your sources (or show them on a slide) and 
provide at least five different academic/scholarly(!) sources per topic if possible. An 
encyclopedia, lexicon, or Wikipedia does not qualify as such. 

Remember that the task of a presentation is to help define, distinguish and/or compare 
important concepts and technical terms or socio-historic phases, as well as creating questions and 
examples for discussion in class. Be a little competitive when researching: the first examples you 
may find may have already been used by many others abundantly. 

One important task that your presentations and discussions should accomplish is to help 
us in arriving together at tentative definitions that will accompany us over the course of the 
seminar and carry into your writing process. In other words, we want to create a tentative 
conceptual frame, when speaking about something like “the State” or “Enlightenment” or 
“Postcolonialism”, that enables us to be confident that we are speaking about roughly the same 
things. When researching, you will quickly realize that many concepts that seem clear and easily 
understood at first, some of which you may have been using often without much reflection, 
suddenly obtain a quality of being multifarious and obscure: When Kant speaks about 
Enlightenment, for example, you will find that he does so in a very different way than historians 
do, you might also find that Kant was not a friend of the idea of democracy and that he created a 



sharp distinction between a concept like democracy and that of a republic, while many current 
political theorists and philosophers treat these concepts as if they were interchangeable. 
Therefore, it is imperative that, when addressing these matters, you should always look for 
prudent examples to illustrate your use of a concept. 

An insightful decolonial view on this question can be  found in the follow interview with 
Siba Grovogui:  

Grovogui, S., and Creutzfeldt,  B. (2013)  ‘Theory  Talk  # 5 7 : Siba  Grovogui  on  IR  as  Theology,  
Reading  Kant  Badly,  and  the  Incapacity  of  Western  Political  Theory to  Travel  very  far  in  Non - 
Western  Contexts’ ,  Theory Talks , http://www.theory-talks.org/2013/08/theory-talk-57.html  

 
 
 
For the different readings, homework and preparatory tasks, see below. 
 



Literature and Media: 
I do expect you to have acquired and read three book-length academic texts and one novel, as 
well as a number of smaller texts over the course of the seminar. Some but not all of the smaller 
texts will be uploaded to the materials folder in mystudy. If not available online via the library e-
book system, in the Material folder you may find some of the longer texts for you to review 
before you acquire them. It is always good to check these options.  However, since you also are 
required to learn and practice the use of a university library and other resources, some texts you 
will just have to try and find yourself. I understand that for the majority of students as well as 
even many adjunct/part-time instructors, money is always an issue. I will try to make choices for 
the three books, so that together they should, if possible, not exceed a sum of ca. 80.00 Euro. I 
am aware that this is still a small investment, but an important and hopefully productive one. 
Please consider alternative avenues of obtaining the book. Specifically for the third book: Check 
e-book availability with the library or consider buying a book together with another student to 
share, or other options – such as “Fernleihe”, etc.  
 
The three books you are to acquire and read in their entirety are:  

Book 1) Zelizer, V. 2013. Economic Lives. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP (29 Euro) 
Book 2) Murphy, M. 2017. Economization of Life, Durham, NC: Duke UP (21 Euro) 
Book 3) Sassen, S. 2014. Expulsions. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP (29 Euro) 
 
Or, alternatively, for the third book, each student can choose one book that is relevant to 
their research project for their term paper. Every student must write a ca. 500 word 
review of the third  book, that they read and upload it to their group’s web-site by January 
20. 
 

Media/Fiction 
Read one of the following novels and write a summary/review (min. 200 words, max length as 
you desire) to be posted by January 30 [consider if the novel could help you with the term 
paper]:  

Bacigalupi, Paolo. 2009. WindUp Girl. San Francisco: Night Shade Books  
Zee Edgell. 1986. Beka Lamb. Heinmann 
Bolaño, Roberto. 2003. By night in Chile. New Directions 
Luiselli, Valeria. 2013. The Story of my Teeth. Coffee House Press. 
Stephenson, Neal. 2000. Cryptonomicon. William Morrow. 
Thomas, Scarlett. 2005 PopCo. Orlando, FL: Harcourt 
Ngugi wa Thiong'o. 1977. Petals of Blood. Penguin 
Kompong Boontawee. Child of the Northeast. 
Botan. Letters from Thailand. 
Mohsin Hamid. 2014. How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia: A Novel. Riverhead. 
Helon Habila. 2011. Oil on Water. New York: W.W.Norton  
Gosh, A. 2006. The Hungry Tide. Mariner. 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 2013. Americanah. Alfred A. Knopf. 
Claudia Salazar Jiménez. 2016. Blood of the Dawn. Deep Velllum. 

 



Tasks & Sessions 
 
Please note:  
All assignments for texts, group presentations, etc. are to be prepared before each session.  
I do operate on the premise that you come prepared and, for example, I will ask questions that 
require familiarity with the texts.  
 
You will be required to create a web-site with your group (we will have six groups of five people 
in this course; be smart with assignments), and use for uploads regarding your “project” as well 
as book reviews, etc. 
 
Each group will develop a “project”. The group’s “project” will be what each individual student 
in the group will use to develop their individual term paper (Hausarbeit). Remember: Every 
student will write their own individual paper! Working together in the group, however, means 
that you can help each other out in conducting research, editing, and proof-reading your papers. 
 



Schedule and Individual Sessions with Assignments 
 (Seminar) 
 
 
 
20.10.2017 Oikos, the Archive and the Colonial Wound 
  

1. I would like for you to be familiar with the following two texts before the first 
session: 

• Ann Stoler. “Colonial Archives and the Arts of Governance” in: Archival 
Science 2 (2002): 87–109 https://www.nyu.edu/classes/bkg/methods/stoler.pdf 

• Leanne Betasamosake Simpson. “Land as pedagogy: Nishnaabeg intelligence 
and rebellious transformation” in: Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & 
Society. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2014, pp. 1-25 
(http://whereareyouquetzalcoatl.com/mesofigurineproject/EthnicAndIndigeno
usStudiesArticles/Simpson2014.pdf) 

2. Introduction to seminar and syllabus 
3. Three books 
4. How to read academic texts 
5. The Colonial Wound: Archive and Oikos 
6. Land Factors in Economy: What is land? What is your relation to land? Landscape? 
7. Needs and Wants “Encyclopedia of Consumer Culture” 

(http://www.ics.ul.pt/rdonweb-docs/ICS_MRosales_Needs_EDI1.pdf) 
8. Ethnography as Method: Ethnography: Ellen Isaacs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV0jY5VgymI  
9. Forming groups. 
10. Task for Groups till next time: 

- Create a web-page for the group 
- Choose a specific commodity item you consider necessary for modern life as 
your group name. Email the name of the group and a list of your names to Dr. 
Stingl. 
 

 



03.11.2017  Being (in) our Bodies: Adornment, Food, Sex 
 

1. Zelizer Introduction. Please bring a print-out, if you do not yet have acquired the 
book. We will read together in 
class(http://assets.press.princeton.edu/chapters/i9297.pdf) 

2.  Conceptual Presentations: 
Groups create a presentation of min. 5 to max. 10 minutes length; introducing the 
concepts assigned to them doing some research on the history of the concepts and 
using examples.  
Group A Capitalism, Democracy 
Group B Socialism, Communism 
Group C Society, Market, Corporation 
Group D Welfare, welfare state 
Group E Private/privacy, the Public/Public Sphere, Commons 
[Group F: Goods, Private goods, public goods, club goods]  

3. Texts to read: 
• Carolan, Michael (2005) “The conspicuous body”, Worldviews 
• Bröckling, Ulrich (2005) “Gendering the Enterprising Self. Subjectification 

Programs and Gender Differences in Guides to Success”, in: Distinktion. 
Scandinavian Journal for Social Theory, No. 11, Okt., S. 7-25 
(https://www.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/personen/broeckling/dokumente/7-
gendering-distinktion-proofs.pdf) 

• Simmel, Georg (1957) “Fashion”, American Journal of Sociology LXII (6): 
541 – 558 

• Patel, Geeta “Risky Subjects” Social Text  89, Vol. 24, No. 4: 26 - 65 
http://www.humanities.uci.edu/critical/pdf/GPatel_RiskySubjects%203.pdf 

 
4. Discussion: What is subjectivity? What is self? What is gender? 
5. Term Paper/Hausarbeit 
 



17.11.2017 “Having many children is a sign of poverty”, the professor said. - On Culture,  
Nature, Emotion, Affect, and Economic Life. 

1. Zelizer Part 1  
2. Texts to read for all: 

• Illouz, Eva. Emotions, Imagination and Consumption : A new research 
agenda. In Journal of Consumer Culture, 2009, Vol.9 No. 3: 377–413 

• Stiegler, B. 2011 SUFFOCATED DESIRE, OR HOW THE CULTURAL  
INDUSTRY  DESTROYS THE INDIVIDUAL: CONTRIBUTION  TO A 
THEORY OF MASS CONSUMPTION, parrhesia, NO.13: 52 - 61 
(http://parrhesiajournal.org/parrhesia13/parrhesia13_steigler.pdf) 

Watch: 
• “Cultural Capital” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DBEYiBkgp8 

 
3.  Meet in your group, discuss (a) the following texts: 

• Lizardo, Omar (2016) "Cultural Theory" in: S. Abrutyn (ed.),  Handbook of 
Contemporary Sociological Theory ,  2016   
https://www3.nd.edu/~olizardo/papers/cultural-theory-chapter.pdf 

• Lizardo. O. "Cultural Symbols and Cultural Power" 
(https://www3.nd.edu/~olizardo/papers/qs-cultural-power.pdf) 

• Lizardo, O. 2015 Culture, cognition, embodiment. International Encyclopedia 
of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2nd edition, Volume 
5https://www3.nd.edu/~olizardo/papers/lizardo-culture-cognition-
embodiment.pdf 

• Kamphuis CBM, Jansen T, Mackenbach JP, van Lenthe FJ (2015) Bourdieu’s 
Cultural Capital in Relation to Food Choices: A Systematic Review of 
Cultural Capital Indicators and an Empirical Proof of Concept. PLoS ONE 
10(8): e0130695 
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4526463/pdf/pone.0130695.
pdf) 

(b) Each group, using the texts as reference points, creates a photo-essay or video 
(ca. 2-3 minutes explanation how you use or what you use from the texts [i.e. 
“operationalize”]; ca. 6-8 minutes length for photoessay/video) to present in class, 
choosing one(!) of the following topics. Ideally, no topic should be presented 
twice (How could you organize this?). 

- “Modern” Culture 
- Commodities we could live without, things we need to live 
- High Culture, Low Culture 
- Our Culture of Waste 
- Culture is Power 
- Culture and Body 

3. “Having many children is a sign of poverty” - Discussion: What are “Welfare” and 
“Poverty”?  
Students, before class, should have formed their opinion on the sentence “Having 
many children is a sign of poverty” and consider arguments on the for your opionion 
(have a few notes is always helpful) 

 



 
 

01.12.2017 The Meaning of Money, Everyday Things (I), and Creativity. 
 
1. Zelizer Part 2 
2. The Meaning of Money. Discussion with reference to texts and presentations. 
3. Innovation versus Creativity. General Discussion. 
4. Everyday Things. Preparations for next weeks task. 
5. Texts to read for all: 

- Kopytoff, I. "The cultural biography of things" in Arjun Appadurai, ed. The 
Social life of things  http://web-facstaff.sas.upenn.edu/~cavitch/pdf-
library/Kopytoff_CulturalBiography.pdf 

- “Object Relations in Accounts of Everyday Life”  Jenny Rinkinen, Mikko 
Jalas, Elizabeth Shove  Sociology  Vol 49, Issue 5, pp. 870 – 885  

- Mol A (2008) I eat an apple. On theorizing subjectivities. In: Subjectivity 22: 
28–37 

- Designing Environmental Relations: From Opacity to Textility Mike Anusas 
and Tim Ingold Design Issues 2013 29:4, 58-69 

- Anusas, Mike and Ingold, Tim. "The Charge against Electricity." Cultural 
Anthropology 30, no. 4 (2015): 540–554. https://doi.org/10.14506/ca30.4.03 

6. Presentations: Summarize and Comment on Text, put your text in relation to Zelizer 
- GROUP  A: Simmel’s Perfect Money: Fiction, Socialism and Utopia in The 

Philosophy of Money  Nigel Dodd  Theory, Culture & Society  Vol 29, Issue 
7-8, pp. 146 - 176  

- GROUP B: Bruce G. Carruthers "The Meanings of Money: A Sociological 
Perspective" (Theoretical Inquiries in Law 11.1 (2010)) 
[http://www7.tau.ac.il/ojs/index.php/til/article/viewFile/733/692] 

- GROUP C: Money or Life: Metaphors of Georg Simmel’s Philosophy  Hans 
Blumenberg  Theory, Culture & Society  Vol 29, Issue 7-8, pp. 249 - 262 

- GROUP D: Boldyrev, Ivan A. 2013. Economy as a Social System: Niklas 
Luhmann's Contribution and its Significance for Economics American Journal 
of Economics and Sociology. Volume 72, Issue 2 April 2013 Pages 265–292 

- GROUP E: The Coming of the Corporate Gift.  Jamie Cross Jacob Copeman, 
Alice Street  Theory, Culture & Society  Vol 31, Issue 2-3, pp. 121 – 145 

- [GROUP F: Lisa Adkins "what can money do? feminist theory in austere 
times" Feminist Review  February 2015, Volume 109, Issue 1, pp 31–48] 

7. Everybody watch:  
Trey Gunn “Speaking on Original Voice” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ii5zyu6B01g 
 



15.12.2017 Being Human as Praxis: Family, Work, Labour, as Forms of Economic 
Knowledge. And: Everyday Things (II) 

 
1. Zelizer Part 3 
2. Texts:  

- Wynter, Sylvia/McKittrick, Katherine. “On Being Human as Praxis” Chapter 
1 and 2:  Page 1-90 

- The Thing Itself Arjun Appadurai Public Culture  18:1 
(http://www.konst.gu.se/digitalAssets/1436/1436892_55873142-appadurai-
the-thing-itself.pdf 

- Designing Environmental Relations: From Opacity to Textility. Mike Anusas 
and Tim Ingold Design Issues 2013 29:4, 58-69 

3. Citation Exercise: You will be given a list of incomplete references. Send a 
completed, formally correct bibliography of these references via email to Dr.Stingl 

4. Conceptual differences (introduced by Dr. Stingl): Work, Labor, Craft, 
Technoscience, and Care – The Poetics and Politics of Belonging, Participating, and 
Provisioning. 

5. On writing a term paper. 
6. Presentations. Each group presents three everyday things, which they have 

“followed”, “related with”, “created a biography for”, using the literatures provided 
for last week and this week: Explain what you have done methodologically. Explain 
why it is an everyday(!) thing. 
Thing (a) is a mobile thing, Thing (b) is a static thing that exists intergenerationally; 
Thing (c) is an everyday thing that you would find more likely or only in the Global 
South. 

 
 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
12.01.2018  Markets: Commodification, Capitalization, Financialization, Bust.  

 
1. Zelizer Part 4 and 5  
2. State Technologies - Finance | cinéma copains (Arne Hector & Minze Tummescheit) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLzb3C-iv7c 
3. Texts: 

• Birch, K., 2017.  Rethinking Value in the Bio-economy Finance, 
Assetization, and the Management of Value" Science, Technology, & Human 
Values 42(3):460-490. 

• Arvidsson, A., 2016 " Facebook and Finance: On the Social Logic of the 
Derivative" Theory, Culture & Society, Vol. 33/6  

• Marazzi, C., 2015 "Money and Financial Capital" Culture Theory & Society, 
Vol. 32/7-8  

• Lazzarato, M., 2015 " Neoliberalism, the Financial Crisis and the End of the 
Liberal State" Culture Theory & Society, Vol. 32/7-8  

• Bryan, D., R. Martin, and M. Rafferty. 2009.  Financialization and Marx: 
Giving Labor and Capital a Financial Makeover.  Review of Radical Political 
Economics  41(4)  

• Brenner, N., Peck, J., Theodor, N., 2010 "Variegated neoliberalization: 
geographies, modalities, pathways" Global Networks, 10/2 

4. We will talk through these texts. 
5. Panel Discussion 
6. Book Symposion Michelle Murphy: Economization of Life. Analysis and review of 

the book 
 



 
26.01.2018 What and whose justice in the transition to bioeconomy. 

 
1. Book Symposion: Sassen, Expulsions 
2. Term Paper FAQ 
3. BioEconomy 

Texts: 
• Borgström, Suvi, Mauerhofer, Volker. 2016. “Developing Law for the 

BioEconomy”. Journal of Energy and Natural Resources Law. (Materials 
Folder) 

• Agrawal, Arjun. 2005. “Environmentality” Current Anthropology 46 (2) 
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~arunagra/papers/Environmentality.pdf  

• Clapp, Jennifer. 2014. “Financialization, distance and global food politics” 
in Journal of Peasant Studies 41(5): 797 – 814 

• Eglash, Ron. 2016. "An introduction to Generative Justice" in: 
Teknokultura Vol 13, No 2. Special issue on Generative Justice 
http://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/TEKN/article/view/52847/49997 

• Yusoff, K.  Excess, Catastrophe, and Climate ChangeVolume: 27 issue: 6, 
page(s): 1010-1029 
 

 
4. Final discussion based on Zelizer Part 6 and Murphy: What are our future 

economic lives? What role for economy and culture? How should we study and 
research? What interests you? 
 

 


