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reetings to all of 3" New Hampshire! It

has been my pleasure to present you
with the Captain's Marquee for nearly two
years now, and this will be my last entry. By
the time you read this | will be stepping
down as Captain of the 3 N.H., and Sandy
Walker will be taking over as your new
Captain (Philip Hills will continue as
Lieutenant). Regretfully a continuing illness
has been preventing me from attending
many events and | do not consider it fair to
the rest of you for me to consistantly not be
there on the battlefield to command you.
This decision has been a long time coming
and we have been discussing it for quite a
while, so it comes as no surprise to the
Executive Committee. It is sad, for |
thoroughly enjoyed being Captain, it was an
honor and a privilege. But not all is lost, |
am learning how to adapt to my condition
and what events | can participate in so | will
not be disappearing entirely, and | hope to
continue to contribute to the Gazette for a
long time to come.

So without delay let's continue forward
in this issue with what is going on and what
the future holds for us:

Londonderry Old Home Days: | would
like to take this moment to give a round of
cheer to the entire 3rd New Hampshire
Regiment for a spectacular turnout at this
year's event! We had an unprecedented
number of members answer the call and
show up, after last year | had some fear that
we would be continuing to struggle to get a

good turnout for some years to come but you
all saved the day and made a supurb splash.
We had a total of fifteen marchers in the
parade (Wait! We had sixteen, we must
include Craig Fogg's daughter taking up the
rear!), and that is taking into account some
experienced members not being able to
attend. This is the largest turnout for any
event we have ever had in our short
existence.

It was an unseasonably cool day, and
very windy. We then had a full afternoon
talking to the public and doing lots of
drilling, followed by an unexpected skirmish
with some disgruntled Tory Loyalists who
tried to crash the party. But effective
disciplined musket fire and some cannon
volleys drive the rascals off, only to have
them return later. The Continentals were
compelled to drive them off by the bayonet
for good (funny, I don't recall giving orders
to execute that prisoner...). But a soldiers
work is never done and we did more drilling
after that.

I would like to thank everyone
personally for all this, and in no particular
order: All of Captain Morrill's Company of
Acrtillery, The entire Hills family, the
Wermes, Sandy Walker, Wayne Knipping,
and our newest people Bill Baldwin, Craig
Fogg, Charles Ogden, John Barrett and his
guests, and of course the Londonderry
Historical Society and the town of
Londonderry. You all made the difference!

nnnnnn * *%*



Now, onto Fort Ticonderoga, September
7", 8" and 9". For those of you who are
veteran reenactors here | need not tell you
about Ft. Ti this year, it's the same event
pretty much every year. But for you new
guys here is a primer: This is a typical battle
weekend at a historic site which involves
many different invited units with several
hundred reenactors (usually about one
hundred combatants total both sides). When
you show up you will sign in up at the
registration tent at the top of the road pretty
far from the fort and must drive a way back
down to the site (they will give you full
directions) be shown where to pitch your
tent (usually there is no specific order and
our company will be all mixed up). There
will be a spot for our cook fly, as usual this
is our company headquarters. Friday night
your only priority is to settle in, wander
around and meet people and get some sleep.
Saturday morning get up and get some
breakfast, either at our cook fly or you can
go to the fort itself as they have a resturant
open to serve us. You will be shown where
the water, toilets and firewood are.

Officers call is usually around 9:00 a.m.,
this is where the officers find out the
specifics of what is going on for the
weekend. In the mean time there is not much
for you to do unless there is a drill or muster
on the schedule for the morning which you
must attend. Lunch time is yours and most
people use it to explore the fort. When the
time comes for the afternoon muster do not
be late. We will be mixed in with other
companies, and you will be commanded by
a mixture of our own officers and other
officers from other units. There is a lot of
waiting around before we march off to
battle, and the battle itself will be longer and
more intense than those little skirmishes we
did at Londonderry. Things can get very
confusing in battle (it's called the "Fog of
War") even if it's only reenacting, with a lot
of yelling and confusing orders that seem to
contradict everything, just hang in there and
do what you are told. Drink up plenty of
water! Your canteens must be full prior to
going into battle, and sink down as much

water as you can in the middle of the
fighting.

After the fight you will be marched back
in review past the spectators (meaning you
are taking the long route back to camp), and
you will stop and do a final safety inspection
followed by long and unnecessary speeches
by officers thanking you for your
participation all the while you roast in the
sun and your muskets now feel one hundred
pounds. Then you will finally be dismissed
and you will trudge back to camp exhausted
and collapse, and slowly gather the strength
to clean your gear and eat dinner.

Saturday night you will have the treat of
the Ticonderoga Fife and Drum Corps
performing at sunset in the camps (everyone
brings a lantern to help illuminate the scene)
followed by the night firing of the cannons
(interupted one year when a tent caught
firel). Sunday is wusually a repeat of
Saturday, although they might have an 18th
century "Divine" church service in camp.
After the Sunday battle there is the rush to
break down the camp fast and get everyone
out (some people make arrangements to stay
overnight). When you get home you will be
tired and sweaty and your joints will be in
pain, and you will wonder why people do
crazy stuff like this. But you WILL come
back and do it all over again, it's an
addiction....

As for Saratoga coming up in October,
take all that and multiply it by ten, for there
will be at least 1000 reenactors maybe more
at that event. And the battlefield will be all
that much larger. Big events like this are
rare, usually it's the ones like Ft.
Ticonderoga that most of us are used to, and
we do travel out further than usual to get to
some big events (we are looking at
Monmouth, New Jersey next June). So goes
the life of a Revolutionary War reenactor,
lots of expensive clothing and gear, and
running around in wool clothes in the hot
summer sun, packing and unpacking the car
for long journeys, but you are here for a
reason, you are addicts like myself, and all



this punishment is actually fun, you would
rather die for real than give it up ("They can
have my musket when they pry it from my
cold dead fingers! And my cartridge box,
my sword, and my coat and hat, and my
tent...").

Take care everyone, don't push yourself
too hard, don't take the critics too seriously,
laugh back at the public when they laugh at
you, and remember the sunsets at all these
wonderful places we go to, the things the
rest of the world will never see....

Your Most Humble Servant,
David Hannon
Captain, Retired
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e are now coming towards the end of

the season, but often times the fall
events are the best. There are fewer
mosquitoes and the tempertures are more
friendly to those wearing wool coats. Our
next event, Fort Ticonderoga, is at a truly
beautiful sight. While for many this is the
furthest of our annual events, the drive really
isn’t bad and | think that the site, the sutlers,
and the event are well worth it.

As you know, Dave Hannon is stepping
down as captain and Sandy Walker will be
taking the position. 1I’d like to take this
opportunity to say thank you to Dave
Hannon for the hard work he’s done for the
company. Also, thanks to Sandy Walker for
his willingness to take on the work involved
with the position

Without the willing work of the officers,
particularly the captain, we’d never have the
opportunities we do.

Your most humble servant,
Brian P. Hills, Editor

Quick Tips For Soldiers

Part Three

ou are here because you are taking a

keen interest in Revolutionary War
reenacting. This can be the most fun and
rewarding hobby in the world, or one of the
most frustrating and disappointing. The
difference is in how the new recruit starts off
and how he/she is mentored through the
process. Some companies give you a list of
things to buy with no reference WHERE to
buy them and expect you to be completely
up to their standard within a set time frame.
Others are very flexible with how you build
your "persona”, TOO flexible, leaving you
feeling like there is more out there than what
they are presenting. In both cases you are
essentially being thrown to the wolves, and
you are likely to leave that group in
frustration.

We don't want that to happen to you,
and we don't want to lose anyone, so we try
as hard as we can to help the beginner and
mentor them along their first few years.
There are some things you can do to help in
this process:

1) LISTEN to us. That means US, not
the friendly sutler who is trying to sell you
something, not your uncle who was in the
Green Berets yet knows knothing of Rev
War tactics beyond what an old Disney
movie tells him, nor should you listen to
ANY OTHER UNIT OUT THERE. That
last part is important, we have settled on a
"look" based on our own research, while you
are certainly capable of teaching us a few
things (and | am learning more about our
"look" from other sources virtually every
month) | doubt that you alone are going to
discover something so earth shattering that
we will in a years time differ in our
appearance drastically from our present
photographs. We have done our homework,



so please don't "buck" the system, just listen
to us.

2) APPLY what you have learned,
especially in PURCHASING your clothing
and equipment. This is an extension of the
Rule above. If we say buy "this" style hat
please don't nod your head and go out and
buy "that other” hat. You will soon note that
as you stand in formation with the rest of
you stick out and don't look like the rest of
us (Gee, how did that happen?).

3) Purchase your equipment in the
ORDER we recommend. That includes
choosing to make things on your own, some
are easier to home make yourself than
others. Men's knee breeches are
EXTREMELY tough to make for someone
who has never done it before. Shirts are
easier, waistcoats are perhaps easiest of all.
You also just can't find any substitutes for
stockings; there is nothing out there in the
"real world" that works. 99% of everything
you will need comes from only mail order
"sutlers", the local Sports Authority won't
have it. The same ironically goes for your
shooting supplies; your local gun store will
look at you funny if you ask them for a 1779
Continental cartridge box or a 1776 era
bayonet frog. And don't even try looking for
musket sized English flints there. Loading
data is also completely different for the
blanks we use than for the muzzleloading
target loads they might know of. So only go
to the gun store for powder and maybe some
natural based blackpowder bore lube.

4) Don't try to do a lot of events at once
(but do try to show up to something, just to
let us know you are still breathing). Yeah,
Saratoga is coming up but not all of you are
going to be ready in time. Don't rush it, you
will only screw yourself up. We will have
another big one next year with Monmouth in
June, lots of time to get ready (and another
big Saratoga will probably come around
again in five years). Start off with the little
ones first.

Putting vour priorities in order

All sutlers mentioned are listed in both
our Members Manual and on our website
under "Links". The clothing list in the
Manual has reference numbers for each item
that corresponds to a sutler also listed in the
manual to make everything easier.

1) Clothing: Much of men's clothing of
the 18™ century follows a "black and white"
theme, especially for soldiers (less for
civilians. Remember, Militia dress as
"suburban” civilians, no “indian fighter"
look for us. That means no deerskins
leggings and breechcloths, no coon tails in
your hat, etc).

Get the knee breeches first. They are the
toughest to make in your own, difficult to go
without them, so just break down and buy
them. Go to Ranger Reproductions or Flying
Canoe Traders and get the natural color (off-
white) cotton breeches at $50, or you can
pay more at other places to get the wool
ones or linen (white again). Stockings:
natural off-white color or gray please, there
are too many funky colors out there. Shirts:
if you can pay $35 then go Bethlehem
Trading Post and get the linen shirt, again
white with the high collar, they are the most
authentic in the world for that money.
Shoes: hold off on the authentic 18th
century ones and just wear plain black
shoes. But you must cover them up with
black canvas "spatterdashers” (also known
as half-gaiters), get them at G.G.Godwin for
$30.

Until you get the uniform coat you will
need to cover your shirt sleeves with an
outer garment such as a civilian coat or a
jacket (sleeved waistcoat) or another shirt to
act as a "farmers frock". You see the teenage
boys out there today with their pants half
way down to their ankles exposing their
boxers. They claim it's the style, but we all
know it's just revolting and unacceptable.
The same goes for the 18th century, when
you expose your shirt sleeves outdoors you
are exposing your underwear like those



teens. You can take off your jacket when
you step indoors. The same goes for a hat,
all men wear a hat outdoors and take them
off indoors (women must wear a head
garment at all times. This ain't "The Patriot",
we know how to keep our hats on). Hats: get
rid of the temptation to buy a hat from Jas
Townsend. Instead buy a hat blank (in that
case Townsend is OK for a blank) and make
a proper cocked hat yourself, or buy the only
reasonably piced authentic one from
G.G.Godwin, the "Private's Military Cocked
Hat" at about $68. Waistcoats: you have a
lot of flexiblity here to buy or make it.
Please use pewter buttons, try to get it in
wool, and try to get it in white (natural).
Yes, many of us are wearing red, but that is
a secondary color choice for those who want
it to use also for a civilian/militia look.
White is the proper first choice for our
Continental look.

All the rest can come along later. We
can loan some shirts and waistcoats and
maybe a few hats for a while, consider that
in the order of your purchases. The uniform
coat is a completely seperate issue, right
now we are working the kinks out of getting
the Kits cut (hey, at least now we can get the
wool for them! We have only waited two
years for it!), so don't sweat the coat yet. We
will let you know when they are ready to
order, then you should reserve it right away,
but you have up to a year to assemble it. We
are not sticklers for getting the coat done in
an exact time frame (due to these crazy
supply problems), ordering one is good
enough for now but it does have to get done
eventually. If you want to get the "rifle
frock™ or "hunting frock™ in the mean time
remember it is to be GRAY LINEN only.

2) Muskets and accoutrements. You
should hold off on getting a musket until
your clothing reaches an acceptable
beginning level (that means enough clothing
to get you by, we can loan you some stuff
and make you "decent" for a while). The
first "accoutrement™ (a soldiers gear) is the
canteen. Canteens are MANDATORY, and
they must be full before any battle, no

matter what the weather. Wood canteens are
acceptable, but sometimes they leak. Tin
canteens are good but they are tough to dry
out in time so many of them rust inside. The
stainless steel copies are best, they never
rust and they last for years, but they are too
shiny so dull the outside a bit with some
steel wool and some lemon juice.

Don't worry about the cartridge box, we
have some loaners for you. Too many guys
rush out and get those cheap "dumper"
boxes with the linen straps. A better
alternative is to use a "captured" British
cartridge box, the 36 round flip block one is
available from Disriminating General or
Track of the Wolf both for $90 without the
strap (strap should be white). We have
diagrams and instructions for a 29 round
Continental box for you intrepid leather
workers out there. Don't bother to get the
bayonet sling yet, most Continentals didn't
have bayonets, and while we do sometimes
use them they are low on the priority list.
For a haversack PLEASE get the GRAY
LINEN one, not the white cotton one, and
remember it is for Continental use only, they
are not acceptable for militia use (wear a
snapsack or knapsack instead for that).

And the musket of course you should
hold off until you can afford it. Plenty
already has been written about proper
choices for muskets, just consult the
previous issues of the Gazette on our
website. We can loan one or two muskets,
we really need advanced notice for anything
to be borrowed, and until you are expert at
cleaning them it is best that they get returned
after every event. And for overnight
camping we have one or two loaner tents,
but eventually you will need to buy your
own (when you do try to keep it a standard
sized soldiers tent please), as for all gear to
be loaned remember that new guys will be
coming in each year and we need to reserve
the loaner stuff for them, you will need to
become independent eventually.

To repeat, take your time with
everything. You can't make everything



yourself, so some things must be purchased
and done with plenty of hard thinking ahead
of time. Better to get the right thing first,
rather then to go through the frustration of
having the wrong thing. Don't try to conquer
all of the events first, and you should go for
one day at a time in the beginning rather
than for a whole weekend. You learn by
DOING, and doing takes time. DO come to
some events, please stay in touch and don't
disappear on us.

Thank you all for joining the 3™ N.H.
Regiment, and welcome to the world of
reenacting.

YHS,
Dave Hannon, Captain Retired

Making a
Military Cocked Hat

hile we need to make some upgrades

to the hats some of us are wearing
many do not fully understand what a proper
military cocked hat of the 1775-1783 era
looks like and so would not know how to
shop for one. Also many would like their
own from a hat blank. So after making
several myself (and consulting the experts)
here are some instructions.

You should always start with a BLACK
hat blank, no other color is acceptable. It can
be wool felt, or you can spend the money for
a felt and fur blend (not necessary for a
private  soldier). For a Continental
impression like we do you do not need a
lining, you do not need an edge trim. That
said all edge trim should be worsted wool,
either white or black and very wide. If you
add a cockade it is to be either silk or

horsehair with a pewter button.

Cut the brim of the hat to an even 4 1/2
inches all around. Wet the brim on both
sides with a sponge to fold it up. Puncture
the hat sides with an awl and use narrow
wool tape (cotton if you can't find wool) to
tie up the sides (the "eaves" of the hat).

®

Civilian Style Cocked Hat

Figure "A": You can see here the common
equilateral triangle shape (erroneously called
the "tricorn™) worn by many civilians of the
time. But British and American military had
moved away from this shape by the 1760's,
and you should NOT use this.

Military Cocked Hat

Figure ""B'': The correct shape. It is sort of
halfway to evolving into a Napoleonic Bi-
Corn shape, a 2 1/2 corner shape. Note that
it is off-center to the left, all enlisted troops
are to have their hats off-center to the left
with the front cock over the left eye.



Side view

Figure "C": Side view, you can see how to
tie up the sides of the hat. The back of hat
you do not tie the very tops of the tape to the
crown, only the bottoms, this allows the
back eave to set slightly back and straight

up.

Figure "D'": The finished hat. A seperate
tape comes over the top left to come down
to a pewter button holding down the
cockade. You can buy cockades from
G.G.Godwin or Najecki.

Allow the hat to dry out, occasionally
you may have to wet the head band area
inside to get it to settle right on your head
until it finally breaks in. Later to keep it's
shape use a solution of 1 part clear shellac to
3 parts denatured alcohol (smelly and
hazardous fumes, be careful) and apply it to
both sides of all the eaves with a brush, but
keep it at least an inch away from the head
band area, otherwise it will sit like a rock on
your head.

Know Your Enemy

German Troops on America
1776-1783

n general, the majority of Americans who
have some historical knowledge know
that the Hessians were mercenaries hired by
the British Crown to help quell the rebellion.
It is true that troops from Hesse-Cassel
were the largest number of German troops,
with 18,970 sent. However, five additional
German states also sent troops. These were
Anhalt-Zerbst  1152;  Anspach-Beyreuth
2353; Brunswick 5723; Hesse-Hanau 2422;
and Waldeck with 1225.

It was an eye opener to learn how the
British finally hired Germans, and how this
all came about. Cost was a big
consideration, and with German troops the
most expensive, the British tried elsewhere.
Germans were recruited individually for
service in British regiments prior to the
hiring of large numbers. Even before the
Revolution began, the British tried to hire
them for service in the colonies. French and
German sources show that as early as 1774-
75, British envoys held secret negotiations at
the Hessian palace of Hofgeismar for the
employment of large numbers of troops to
control the American colonies. The talks
failed because the Hessian price was too
high, and the parties could not agree on
terms.

When fighting broke out in 1775, the
British tried to hire twenty thousand Russian
troops, thinking they would be Iless
expensive than Germans. A British officer
felt they were the most eligible, as not
understanding the language, they were not
likely to be sympathetic to the rebel cause.
Catherine the Great wanted no part in it, and
wisely refused. The British also tried to rent
the Scottish Brigade from the Netherlands
with no success.

They approached Prussia’s Frederick the
Great, who also refused. He wrote to



Voltaire that selling one’s subjects to the
English was like selling cattle to have their
throats cut.

With no progress being made in hiring
troops, members of Parliament suggested
hiring an army of Moors from the fez of
Morocco.

In desperation, the British returned to
the small German states, which were the
largest suppliers of troops in the world, but
were also the most expensive. The soldier
trade was big business, where small states
maintained large armies and had long rented
them to other rulers when not needed at
home. No one was better at this than
Friedrich Wilhelm IlI, Landgraf of Hesse-
Cassel. He had become the absolute ruler in
1760 of this state in west central Germany.
This was an impoverished country, and
more than 90% of the population were
farming families.

Visitors in 1750 noted the country had
not yet recovered from the Thirty Years
War, which ended in 1648, and another
terrible war began in 1757.

The Hessian army expanded very
rapidly. In the early 1770s, it had twelve
thousand regulars in the field army, and
twelve thousand militia on active duty. The
ratio of active soldiers to civilians in Hesse-
Cassel was 1:15. In Prussia it was 1:30, and
in England 1:300. Thus, in proportion to the
population, the Hessian army was the largest
in Europe, and possibly the world. It was
also one of the best. Officers were highly
educated, and expert at military cartography,
tactics, and logistics, more so than British or
American officers. Advancement was by
merit, and promotions made in the field for
outstanding service.

These were professional soldiers. The
average length of service in 1776 in the
Reg’t Alt von Lossberg for majors and
captains was 28 years. Many lieutenants had
been in the army 10 to 15 years.

Officers who served in America in 1776
were Colonel Carl von Donop, 36, an
aristocrat in command of the Jager Corps.
He was very deferential to his superiors, but

to inferiors in social standing, he wrote in
the harsh and curt language of command.

Behind his surface of civility, he was
brutal and very cruel. He ordered his men to
take no American prisoners, and threatened
to have them severely beaten of they did. He
was an able officer, but not much loved by
those under him.

Most officers came from the middle
class. One was Colonel Rall, who in 1776
was fifty years old, a veteran of 36 years
service in the Hessian Army. Colonel Rall
was well liked by his men. He stood up for
them, and showed them sympathy and
kindness. He was generous, magnanimous,
hospitable and polite to everyone, never
groveling before his superiors. Rall’s
relations with his superiors who lacked his
experience were not so good. He let them
know what he thought of them and they in
turn resented his attitude, despised his
manners, and treated him with hostility.

His regiment was not thought to be an
elite unit. Most of the regiment were young
farm workers, and of short height. Grenadier
Johann Reuber, 17, was five feet, one inch
tall. His education was limited, but he kept a
diary that revealed his feelings. He was
fiercely proud of his commander and his
regiment. Colonel Rall’s leadership made it
one of the best combat units in the Hessian
Army.

Other Hessian officers were of more
humble origins, and rose from the ranks.
One who did and became prominent in
America  was Lieutenant ~ Andreas
Wiederholdt, who served in the Knyphausen
Reg’t. He was no youngster, as his rank
might indicate. He was 44 in 1776, and had
served for 25 years. He was promoted to the
rank of Captain, but had little chance to rise
higher in rank. After the war, he resigned his
commission in the Hessian Army, and
became a general in the Portugese Army.

Different as these three officers were in
origins, education and social rank, they all
believed deeply in hierarchy, order and
discipline. In America they showed a deep
contempt for the Rebeller as they called the
Americans. They despised the American



language of liberty and freedom as the cant
of cowards, traitors and poltroons. Though
they hoped to make their fortunes in
America, they were not mercenaries in the
usual sense. They were men of honor and
courage who believed in service to their
prince, and they lived and died by a
warrior’s code.

YMHS,
Wayne Knipping

Reference derived from
David H. Fischer’s book,
“Washington’s Crossing”

Gazette
Contributions

would be greatly appreciated. Any members
of the 3 New Hampshire are welcome to
any news or articles for publication in this
newsletter. Please send submissions to
nhhills@metrocast.net or mail to 265
Middle Road, Deerfield, New Hampshire,
03037. All submissions must be received by
the 21 of the month preceding publication.

Brian P. Hills, Editor
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Capt. Dave Hannon
mnecessities@hotmail.com

Lt. Philip Hills
phills@metrocast.net

Brian Hills, Editor
nhhills@metrocast.net



Schedule of Events for 2007

Event Date

Fort Ticonderoga Revolutionary War Weekend, Ticonderoga, N.Y. | 8/9 September 2007

Battle of Saratoga 230", Ft. Edward, N.Y. 5/6 October, 2007




