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The Captain’s Marquee 
 

ell, the campaign season is finally 

over. Yorktown 225 is finally in the 

history books. Unfortunately there was 

enough administrative chaos to almost ruin 

an otherwise fine event, but the diehard 

reenactors found a way deep down inside 

themselves to carry on and managed to 

enjoy part of it (This is why many of us 

don’t like to do questionable events 600 

miles away). But it was not a total loss, the 

Saturday night events were spectacular, and 

the surrender ceremony was as memorable 

as in 1981. We did our duty and came out 

alive. 

 

But there IS plenty to look forward to 

next year. I have not heard yet but the 230
th
 

of the Battle of Hubbardton will be next year 

and I’ll bet it will be a good one. And YES 

there will be a big Saratoga next year on the 

second weekend of October, and it will be 

on the same site as in 2002. Now that 

indeed, is something worth waiting for. We 

will not know yet what other Continental 

Line events await us next year; I have a 

meeting to attend before I can inform you. 

Every year we have Battle Road in April, 

and it has been getting better each year, and 

of course every year we have Fort Number 

Four in June, a reenactors playground. We 

have been talking with our friends in the 1
st
 

N.H. Regt. about doing a joint garrison 

weekend at the Fort. We tried to pull it off a 

few years ago but bureaucracy forced the 

event to be combined with a militia weekend 

and it was not as good as could be if we had 

the fort all to ourselves. That said if we 

CAN get the fort all to ourselves we should 

jump at the opportunity, even if it meant 

cutting out the regular Revolutionary War 

weekend in June. Be on the lookout and 

keep your personal schedules open. 

 

As it is the end of the regular fighting 

season now is the time to think about your 

personal gear. Take a look at our website 

again and look at the photos. We look 

superb in many different events, and we 

have been slowly improving in our 

appearances. This is not done on a company 

level; each member on their own chooses to 

make slight upgrades in their gear and 

clothing. I have nitpicked over many months 

on slight details and I hope I have not been 

irritating to you by doing so, but it seems to 

have worked as intended as there has been a 

slow but steady improvement in many of 

you. We look substantially better now than 

we did a few years ago. And there is still 

room for improvement. For the soldiers I 

would recommend now that we concentrate 

on our hats. The cheap Jas Townsend hats 

just don’t hold up well in the field. The best 

bargain I can find on good hats that are not 

TOO expensive are the private’s hats from 

G.G.Godwin at around 65 bucks, and have 

real worsted wool trim and are long lasting. 

We should also consider black neck stocks, 

in linen, silk or leather. And stockings 

should be looked at, I see what are perhaps 

too many bright colors, an offense I myself 

have been guilty of. I am in the process of 

upgrading many of my own stockings to 

wool, but yours don’t need to be wool they 

just have to be either gray or off-white. And 
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of course spatterdashers for those of you 

who don’t have them. 

 

We are in the process of making up 

some painted knapsacks for the company, 

though I do not know yet when they will be 

finished. A price has not yet been set but I 

suspect they will be between 50 and 60 

dollars each. They are based on a known 

mid-war New England Continental design, 

specs supplied by Henry Cooke. Let us 

know if you want one, we should have about 

eight of them being made. 

 

And lastly, the season is not completely 

over, there are still some events left on the 

calendar. I have been going to the 

Candlelight Stroll every December at 

Strawbery Banke in Portsmouth for years 

now and I have enjoyed it every year. A 

great time to unwind and just wander around 

and bump into fellow reenactor friends off 

the battlefield. Just show up in uniform and 

tell admissions that you are a volunteer and 

you will get in for free. Most years our 

friends in the 1
st
 N.H. have shown up on the 

first Saturday of the event, which will be 

December 2
nd

 this year, we should try to all 

go on the same date. But if you do go that 

day note that the Portsmouth Christmas 

parade will be happening the same night, so 

show up real early to get a parking spot like 

around 4:00 pm, otherwise you will have a 

long walk through downtown Portsmouth. 

Let’s hope there is some snow on the 

ground, the bonfire big and the cider hot, 

and maybe we can catch up in the Pitt 

Tavern and have some relaxing fun. And 

then there is the Twelfth Night dance in 

Sudbury in January…. 

 

So it’s time to enter Winter Quarters and 

bundle down for next year. Clean those 

muskets, keep your bayonets sharp and 

remember your challenge and password 

when on guard duty. 

 

YHS, 

Capt Hannon 

 
    

From The Editor 
 

t’s time to head into winter quarters. Our 

last event of the year, Yorktown, was a 

little disappointing, but it still had it’s 

moments, particularly the volley firing on 

Saturday evening.  

However, while the campaign season is 

over, the social season isn’t. There is the 

possibility of a company dinner this month, 

Strawberry Banke has their Candlelight 

Stroll in December, and there is the Twelth 

Night Ball in Sudbury in January. These are 

all events that manay people enjoy and get a 

chance to talk with other reenactors. 

 

Sometime in the next few months we’ll 

get a better idea of what events we’ll be 

doing in 2007, but it looks like there might 

be some good ones as we reach the 230
th
 

anniversary of Burgoyne’s campaign in 

1777. 

 

Since the gazette does not have a 

december issue, this will be the last issue for 

this year. The next issue will be for January 

2007. There will be no February issue, but 

after that there will be one every month until 

December of 2007. 

 

Your most humble servant, 
 

Brian P. Hills, Editor 
 

 
    

 

 
“In firings always be sure to fill your 

pan as full of powder as possible; it will 

cause much fun in the ranks by burning your 

right hand man: and on the right win it will 

also burn the officers; who, perhaps, to save 

their pretty faces, may order the right-hand 

file of each platoon not to fire, and thus save 

them the trouble of dismounting thier 

firelocks, and washing the barrel, after the 

excersise is over.” – Advice to The Officers 

of The British Army, The Sixth Edition, 1783 
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Thoughts on Portraying Civilians 

With The  

3
rd

 New Hampshire Regiment 
 

e have long thought about doing some 

detailed research on how to dress 

civilian for the Members Handbook with 

input from various members, but we haven’t 

ever really gotten around to it. So I thought I 

would spark some interest by outlaying my 

own thoughts and research on the subject. 

While we in the 3
rd

 New Hampshire are 

primarily a military force we welcome in 

families and certainly not everyone has been 

able to fully outfit an entire family as 

soldiers (though the Hills have come the 

closest). Thus what are left are civilian roles. 

But imagine what portraying civilians here 

and now in the 21
st
 century would be like; 

we have a military now serving off in 

foreign lands and back home there are 300 

million people of every conceivable walk of 

life and occupation. Portraying, say, the 1
st
 

Cavalry Division of 2003 Iraq Theatre could 

be done, but to portray their families and 

neighbors back home would be a 

bewildering and near impossible task. Back 

during the Revolution the population was 

only one percent as it is now, just barely 

three million people, yet even that would be 

daunting. Thus, we focus on only the 

civilians  who would be traveling with 

Continental Army and the other civilians 

that would regularly encounter the army at 

each stop. Also, by narrowing it down 

further to just New Hampshire citizens, we 

can finally paint a picture of these people 

and how to portray them. 
 

Much has been written on colonial life 

in America during and before the 

Revolution, but we must keep in mind that 

ethic and social differences were substantial 

in different regions of the country. New 

Englanders in particular were a distinct 

animal all their own. Racially, New England 

Yankees were much more homogeneous 

than in any other part of the country, with 

the highest ratio of pure English decent, with 

only a small amount of Scottish, Irish, 

Welsh, German, Dutch and French 

Huguenot mixed in. Religiously, the 

Congregational branch was dominant, but 

there were a handful of Anglicans, 

Presbyterians and Baptists mixed in, the 

Methodists and Free Baptists not as of yet 

having evolved into distinct denominations. 

And there was much less separation of the 

classes here than anywhere else in the 

colonies, except in Portsmouth, with the 

middle class farmers and tradesmen 

dominating.  
 

New Hampshire had it’s own 

distinctions that separated it slightly from 

Massachusetts which so many people are 

tempted to make comparisons with. New 

Hampshire grew in the late 17
th
 century 

through the 18
th
 as a refuge for many 

religious dissenters fleeing from Puritan 

pressures in Massachusetts, particularly in 

Exeter, thus there was much more religious 

tolerance in New Hampshre (Yet there still 

lingered an intense hatred of all things 

Catholic, due to burning memories of the 

French and Indian wars). Ethnically, New 

Hampshire was very much English though 

there was a notable exception in 

Londonderry where the Scots-Irish 

Presbyterians were thriving in their unique 

“range road” style communities. Slavery 

existed in New Hampshire as in all the 

colonies but overall there were very few 

slaves in proportion to the rest of the society 

and most of them were concentrated in 

Portsmouth. New Hampshire grew up as a 

colony (a “province” really) from the 

seacoast inward, with the majority of the 

population centered in Portsmouth, Dover, 

Durham, Exeter, NewMarket, Rye, Hampton 

and Londonderry. Inland NH was still a vast 

frontier resembling the Pioneer valley of 

Massachusetts of the time. In the bigger 

communities timber (mostly from mast 

trees), shipbuilding, fishing and shipping 

were the biggest trades. New Hampshire 

was particularly adept at short range 

shipping along the coast with huge numbers 

of “cruisers”, small short range cargo 

vessels, and they invented the gundalows to 

ride the tides up the Piscataqua River. Power 

W



in Portsmouth was solidly in the hands of 

the “old money” such as the Atkinsons and 

the Wentworths, but some up and coming 

new wealth such as merchant John Langdon 

was moving in. 
 

Portsmouth had the most stratification of 

the social classes, as many tourists had noted 

it was the most British of all the American 

cities. Yet even in Portsmouth, there were 

poor, working class and gentry living 

virtually on top of each other in the same 

neighborhoods. In the outlying communities 

the social structure closely followed a 

Massachusetts style, except for 

Londonderry, where the church/meeting 

house was in the center of the town along 

with the houses of the tradesmen and 

merchants who had all but given up on 

farming, and all roads fanned out from there. 

The farmers lived far outside of the center of 

the town among their large land holdings. 

Government was by Town Meeting, with all 

landowners or tradesmen of a minimum 

wealth allowed to vote. You had to be a 

man, and if you did not meet a minimum 

amount of land or other estate wealth you 

could not vote. In these circumstances there 

were no wealthy gentry and very few real 

poor, so all class distinctions were between 

farmers with little or no land of their own, 

better off farmers with good size land tracts, 

tradesmen and a few merchants and other 

financial occupations who managed to build 

some small amount of wealth, all of them 

still essentially middle class. Again the 

landholders and merchants held control of 

the local governments, with the merchants 

and their more liquid finances often taking 

the highest positions in society. But women 

also were allowed to run businesses in the 

absence of their husbands, or to become sole 

proprietors by death or divorce. 
 

When war came, this middle class social 

structure transferred over to the internal 

structure of the companies and regiments 

going off to war. At the beginning of the 

Revolution the ranks were mostly filled by 

middle-aged land owning farmers intent on 

protecting their homes and the officer corps 

were filled by the merchant class of each 

town. After 1776 with the great restructuring 

of the Continental Army into a long term 

enlistment military force most of the landed 

farmers went home and were replaced by 

poorer and much younger men who did not 

own any land, or anything else for that 

matter, save for the clothes on their backs. 

They came from the same middle class 

landed farms, and thus had enjoyed relative 

comfort and little fear of starvation in their 

childhood, but in the case of these new 

recruits many of them were the younger 

children in the families and did not get the 

bulk of the inheritances that their older 

siblings did, and thus many had no choice 

but to enlist or starve. And again the officer 

corps were composed of the better off men 

of the community, the wealthier and more 

influential merchants often getting the 

highest commissions such as Langdon, 

Folsom, and Sullivan, with the lower 

commissions going to the tradesmen who 

lived in the center of the towns such as 

Joseph Bartlett (a store owner) and Henry 

Dearborn (a doctor), both from Nottingham.  
 

Little is known about the women that 

went along with the New England soldiers, 

as there is little described about them. But 

they were most likely in the beginning the 

wives of the officers. The enlisted men were 

young and most were bachelors to start off 

as they did not have the money to start their 

own farms or businesses and thus could not 

“negotiate” a wife. There were almost 

certainly exceptions, and the well-known 

existence of camp followers means they had 

to have come from somewhere. Most likely 

with the NH regiments encamping in various 

New York or Connecticut communities for 

months at a time one suspects that the 

existence of many of these camp followers 

were simply attributable to soldiers 

wandering into town, and the ensuing hasty 

“shotgun wedding” once the bride to be was 

discovered with a swollen belly. 
 

Other civilians associated with the army 

were the various merchants that were hired 

to supply the army and some appointed 

civilian representatives of the state who 

were there to make sure that state owned 



supplies and money were distributed 

properly (traveling bureaucrats, the “carpet 

baggers” of their day. Think of them as 

“FEMA” officials if you like…). They were 

certainly there at Fort Number Four, for 

example, to help the new recruits along their 

way to Fort Ticonderoga in 1777. There 

were also regimental tailors and gunsmiths, 

these could be either soldiers in the ranks or 

civilians looking to make some money, 

again most would likely be from New 

Hampshire themselves and of a plainer 

middle class. 
 

Thus the bulk of civilians traveling with 

the 3
rd

 NH would be wives and children of 

the soldiers, and various merchants and state 

officials assigned to the army. The 

merchants and state officials would be New 

Hampshire citizens of the middle class with 

some varying degrees of higher wealth, but 

the wives of the common soldiers would be 

of the classes of the states which they came 

from wherever the regiment was encamped, 

only the wives of the officers would be from 

New Hampshire. Most of the other trades 

that might service a traveling army such as 

blacksmiths, farriars, wagoneers and farmers 

supplying food would be local to the area 

and not of New Hampshire.  

 

David Hannon 

 
Sources: 
 

“Tidings from the 18
th
 Century”;  Beth 

Gilgun 

“America before the Revolution”;  Alden T. 

Vaughan 

“Who was I? Creating a Living History 

Persona”;  Cathy Johnson 

“Redcoats, Yankees and Allies”;  Brenton 

C. Kemmer 

“New England Masts and the King’s Broad 

Arrow”;  Samuel F. Manning 

“Home Life in Colonial Days”;  Alice 

Morse Earle 

“Life in the American Colonies”;  Jeanne 

Munn Bracken 

 
    

Interesting Facts  
About The  

3
rd

 New Hampshire Regiment 
 

Did you know: 
 

Lt Colonel Henry Dearborn of 

Nottingham NH and former commander of 

“Dearborn’s Company” was the defacto 

commander of the 3
rd

 NH for two years. The 

assigned commander, Colonel Alexander 

Scammell, was promoted to Adjutant 

General on Jan 15, 1778 but was never 

raised in rank or officially removed from 

command of 3
rd

 NH. Dearborn is listed 

throughout the whole period in the 

regiment’s records as the acting commander, 

with Scammell always listed as “other 

duties”. Dearborn is listed as the regiment’s 

commander in the Battle of Newtown. 

 

The number of Lottery coat uniform sets 

the 3
rd

 NH received, 316, in Nov 1778 was 

precisely the same number of men listed 

rank and file, 316, when the regiment left 

Valley Forge earlier that same year in June. 

In contrast the numbers of uniforms issued 

to the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 NH regiments in the same 

period vs. their numbers of rank and file 

leaving Valley Forge are close but not 

exactly the same. This issuance of uniforms 

to the 3
rd

 is the only known instance in the 

war where New Hampshire troops received 

exactly the number of uniforms needed to 

clothe all the present men. 

 

For Sullivan’s Campaign against the 

Iroquois in 1779 the expedition had a lot of 

tents initially but because of bad handling of 

the food provisions many tents were forced 

to be cut up into flour sacks for the pack 

horses. On the campaign while many men 

noted the weather hot and humid enough to 

slow down their march significantly many 

times, for quite a few other days they noted 

the weather was very pleasant and mild, and 

before they returned in October frost and 

snow was already appearing in the 

mornings. 



 

3
rd

 NH did not always have motley 

appearance with mixed up uniforms. By 

1779 all three regiments received enough 

hats, neck stocks, knee garters and shoes to 

outfit the entire brigade, to go along with the 

earlier issued coats, waistcoats, breeches, 

shirts and stockings. Large numbers of 

French muskets were being issued and the 

new 29 round cartridge box had been widely 

issued for a year at least. For one shining 

moment in the war around 1779 NH troops 

were well armed and equipped with a 

uniform appearance throughout. 

 

David Hannon 

 
    

 

 

You know you're  

a Commander when: 
 

       - You set aside weekends to scout for 

new battle fields. 
 

       -  Shirt ruffles don't look so prissy 

anymore. 
 

       - A wall tent actually starts making 

sense. 
 

       - You accidentally order your wife/kids/ 

co-workers/friends to fetch  

firewood. 
 

       - You spend serious time consulting 

other officers on the Internet on  

what sword looks best on you. 
 

       - You own more than 3 drill manuals 

and it's not enough. 
 

       - You spend considerable time making 

corrections to Pickering/Von  

Stuben. 
 

       - Now you wish all your small clothes 

were sparkling white like back  

in your first year of reenacting. 
 

       - For the first time ever you attend an 

event without a musket or  

cartridge box. 
 

       - You have business cards. 
 

       - Upon accepting command you 

discover that you have absolutely no  

more sense of humor whatsoever. 
 

       - You feel chained to your e-mail. 
 

       - You've forgotten how to fall back into 

line. 
 

       -  The kid at the Dunkin Donuts drive-

thru asks where you got your  

sword. 
 

       - You can give give the command in 

three different drill disciplines,  

but you actually forget how to bring your 

own musket to shoulder arms. 
 

       - You're as practiced at shaking hands 

as a politician. 
 

       - The previous commander keeps 

laughing everytime he walks by you. 
 

       - You're convinced you can do better 

than Washington at Brandywine. 
 

Submitted by Capt. Hannon 

 
    

 

 

Parents who know everything: 
 

- "They're from the FIRST World War". 
 

- "I thought we were fighting the 

Japanese then?" 
 

- "Johnny, come say hi to George 

Washington" 
 

- "Only the British died in the war ... the 

Americans all lived" 
 

- "No, Kennedy wasn't president then, 

Roosevelt was" 
 

- "Hey, come and meet Sam Adams,” 

pointing to the Redcoat with the musket. 
 

- "We were never British" 
 



- "The hats have three corners so it 

doesn't get blown off in the wind" 
 

- "The tents are just for show, Sally, 

they stay in hotels" 
 

- "Son, the Revolution WAS the Civil 

War" 
 

- "Let's go watch Benjamin Franklin 

cross the Delaware" 
 

- "Of course they fight for the North ... if 

they were from the South they would be 

wearing gray" 
 

- "How come this isn't like THE 

PATRIOT ... like the real war was?" 

 

Submitted by Capt. Hannon 

 
    

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gazette  

Contributions 
would be greatly appreciated. Any members 

of the 3
rd

 New Hampshire are welcome to 

any news or articles for publication in this 

newsletter. Please send submissions to 

nhhills@metrocast.net or mail to 265 

Middle Road, Deerfield, New Hampshire, 

03037. All submissions must be received by 

the 21
st
 of the month preceding publication. 

 

Brian P. Hills, Editor 

 
Contact Information 
 

Capt. Dave Hannon 

mnecessities@hotmail.com  

 

Lt. Philip Hills 

phills@metrocast.net 

 

Drmr. Brian Hills, Editor  

nhhills@metrocast.net 

 



 

Schedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of Events 
 

 

 

Event Date  

3
rd

 New Hampshire Regimental Dinner, Londonderry or Deerfield, NH November 

Candlelight Stroll at Strawbery Banke 2
nd

 December 2006 

 

 


